
d

onir to the latter dtMf. I, myseif, feel

the ftuDeriority of being a Oanmiian bv my
own ofioioe. The Dominion of Canatlu ih

only one of t*»e inembem—however import-
ant a one—of Hip va-t Colonial Empire of
Knglami—an Empire presenting Ity itfl

mere extent a spectacle never Heen in the
woil-i before, and po(H*eM8ing proliably a
power qnite intmeafiitrahle under condi-
tiono of cohesion and <xK>peration that are
conceivable, and that have tieen indeeti al-

reiMJy conceive»i and expressed by dome
mioQS that have given llie subject atten-

tion. It preMUtA, ali«o, certain features of

anomaly, and, perhaps, of d fliculty and
danger,' which niay rcifjuireall ihesagacily
and courage of the* men ol the present day
to encouhter and overcome, it presents

the spectacle of a numlwr of greater or
ieswr, but for the most part of self-govern-

ing communities, earh asserting and prac-

tisms sovereign rights, not only ill its own
territory, but as regards each other and as

np^rdn the i arent «^ate iuelf ) for the

power of taxing is of course a eovereign

power in thesrnse I am speaking of, audit
IS exercised, notonlv aguin-l strangers, biic

against the other clHltlrrn of the t<nmc fam-
ily and also nguinxt the head of the family

Itself. But it is a power, nevertheleiH,

that appears to be iiecesKary, not only lie-

cause we must pay the ex|)ense(i of self-

government, but l»ecauM? G(nI and nature

have laid upon us the inevitable obligation

of making a country* for ourselves; and un-

lesM we are recreant aiwl supine, instead of

Bitient and bravp, we will at last, and by

eaven's blessing, achieve the task. To
make a decent start in lift*, and to create a

home, is the natural, the rt>am>nalile and
the honourable aim • f moft yuung nu-ii.

The duty may Im> aM frreal with a natiun us

with an indivsiual ; the ditHcuHies may l)0

greater, or at leaxt on a larger scale ; but

one thing certain in both cai'efl i^ that life

is ma4le up of what are CMlleti difficulties,

and character omsists in overcoming them
with dignity. A voice I shall never hear

on earth again once tMiid-io me, when I was

very voung, " Any fool can swim with the

current; but it lalie- a man indeed to swim
ngainsi it," wonis which I have nvver for-

gotten, and which you mav perha(>s now

take to heart iK-tler'than I have done. Dif-

11rultie« indeed ! What are our difticutties

com^iareii with iho»«e of the glorious race**

in our iiiotlitrland. in rearing for thi-iii-

M>|vfM the political liU-rtie- which, throuirli

the blootl ami the tparn, and the utitliniii-

iiig courafp, and th»« anleBl nrayers, Hnd

ihenillin): desth* «'f tmr fulhpr», at lii-t

UX»k shape in ihe fabric of the British cuir

stitution! That constitution may be said
in a general wav to Iteours, though it is

not tiuite ho certain that with the form we
also nave the sul)stance and reality of it.

We may have one as gi>o«J, and bet'er too
perha|Ni with referi-nce to our diflerent con-
dition. All that I will not rtop (o debate
now ; but the English constitution as known
to history we have not, any more than we
have the English civilization of the present
day ; for the ntodern outcome of tiie me-
diaeval, the feudal, the ecclesiastical, tlie

commercial and the military spirit which
make up tiMiav the constitution and the
civilixation of England, is a very rx»mplex
thing indeed, and a very different one from
the tmiiui and simple democracy of Cane's.
I do not, as I sai«l before, venture to stop a
moment to discuss which is the Itetter for

us—we have no choice ; but I only note the
difference, and wish to avoid the mistake
of contusing in -all respects two things that
are different in many, ditTerent in the stuff

they are made of, ditlerent because in Eng-
land there is a distinct and well markM
line beiwe<-n clasnes and ranks, the result

nf feudal ami other caiisen, while here, for

lietter or for worw, we are all of one class,

all of the people. Whether a constitution

of historical growth ami adantation in an
old country can lie successfully transplant-

ed bv statute into a new country under
very different conditions, is one of the pro-

blems of the future. It reminds me coine-

times of the plum-puddings of my youth,
in the great Northwe«t, in the days of its

complete isolation from the rest of the
world. Onc« a year, at least, in Miose days,

every one must nee<ls have his plum-pud-
ding ; but some of the good tiiingM puiidingH

are usually made of were HoinetimeM not to

be ha<l, but it wa<4 plunt-pudiling all the

same; it was fmr pium-pudding; it wa^ the

liest that was Ut \m> ha<l ; it was all we could

get, and we maile the best of it, and very

jolly we were, and proliaWy "lept all the

uetier for not loMdinc our stomachs with
all the precions stiiff^ which in H»rictne«»,

I believe, usually enters into the constitu-

tion of historicarplum-piKldmg. So let us

make the lie^t, oay I, of our polttical con-

stitution here; If it mii»t not decalle)! the

Knglinh constitution, Irt us call it some-
thing that i", {torhaps, U'tter for us; let u«

call It by its right name, a Cunadian con-

stitution; find let ui«do our lie^t to Ite happy
under it! Ye^, we an* fanaiiianx, and wi<

are NnmetimeH called, and with an ill <'t)ii.

cealed sneer, nometliinir niore dreadful

have U»pn nifii'il •' CuloniHt*,'*•vestil!

and ii.it iiierelv to expre^H the fad— for

that i« MDdt^niable—but to impute inferior-


