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for the gallant conduct of "Captain March, who had

a good company, and made the enemy give back,"

the confusion would probably have been irretriev-

able. When darkness put an end to the fire on both

sides, the English troops received orders to embark

in the boats, half a regiment at a time. But all

order was soon lost, four times as many as the boats

could sustain crowded down at once to the beach,

rushed into the water, and pressed on board. The

sailors were even forced to throw some of these

panic-stricken men into the river, lest all should

sink together. The noise and confusion increased

every moment despite the utmost exertions of the

officers, and daylight had nearly revealed the dan-

gerous posture of affairs before the embarkation

was completed. The guns were abandoned, with

some valuable stores and ammunition. Had the

French displayed, in following up their advantages,

any portion of the energy and skill which had

been so conspicuous in their successful defence, the

British detachment must infallibly have been either

captured or totally destroyed.

Sir William Phipps having failed by sea and land,

resolved to withdraw from the disastrous conflict.

After several ineffectual attempts to recover the

guns and stores which Major Walley had been

forced to abandon, he weighed anchor and descended

the St. Lawrence to a place about nine miles distant

from Quebec, whence he sent to the Comte de

Frontenac to negociate for an exchange of prisoners.

Humbled and disappointed, damaged in fortune


