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blood which it ma^ CKrcaQon can be chargeable only otk

chofe whi actempc to enforce it ; yet I am well ailliredv

that when compelled at Uil by hard necefllty, either to,

avert the dagger pointed at our bread or crouch to un-

condici )nal let vituJe, our hero's heart bled foi the dread-,

ful atternacivc.

yii% principles of loyalty to his fovereign (whom he

had \on^ ferveJ, and wh^le true glory confids in heaU
ing chofe (l'ejm:ng wounds) remained Brm and unfha-

kci. Love to our brethren whom we muft oppole ^

the intcrchan::^e of go^d ofii:cs, which had fo iotimaiely

knit the bonds of frienddiip between them and us ; the

memory of thofe better days in which we fought and
tnumphed together j the vaft fabric of mutual happi-

ness raifcd by our union, and ready to be difTolved by
our dSfitiCi )ns ; the annihilation of thofe numerous
plans of improvement in which we were engaged for

the glory of the empire—all thefe confiderations con-

fpired to render this conteft peculiai ly abhorrent to him^

aid every virtuous American, and could have been out-

weighed by nothing earthly, but the unquenchable love

of liberty, and that (acred duty which we owe to our-

felves and our p ifterity.

Hence, as appears from his papers, even in the full

triumph of fuccefs, he mod ardently joined his worthy

friend * General Schuyler in praying that " Heaven
miy fpeedily re- unite us in«very bond of aflfedlion

aii interest ; and that the Britiih empire may again

become the envy and admiracion of the univcrfe, and
fl »viri(h'* till thi confun.nation of earthly things.

This pirt of his charaft jr, I dwell upon with particu-

lar fa:isfi£t>01 •, and indeed had he evidenced a con-

trary fentimint, or gone forth in the rage of conquefi

init^^ad of th>: fpirin of reconciliation ; not all his other

vinu-M, nor yjt tUi rdpect -vnich [ owe to the appoint-

in -u »vhere with I sun now honored, could have induced

me CO appear in ciiis place, oa this occaliQn*

* la hit letter of Nov. tth.

V.

4t

c:

46

^tfa A- ^


