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States, are, as it is well known, visited by the yellow fever, and the peo«

Ele
migrate every fall to the northward, not onlv to avoid the contagion;

ut to renovate their general health, which duffers from the continual

demand upon their energies, the western and southern country being

even more exciting than the east. There is a fiery disposition in the

Southerners which is very remarkable ; they are much more easily ez«

cited than even the Spaniard or Italian, and their feelings are more vio-

lent and unrestrainable, as I shall hereafter show. That this is the

effect of climate I shall now attempt to prove by one or two circum-
stances, out of the many which fell under my observation. It is im-
possible to imagine a ereater difference in character than exists between
the hot-blooded Southerner, and the cold calculating Yankee of the

eastern states. I have already said that there is a continual stream of

emigration from the eastern states to the southward and westward, the

farmers of the eastern states leaving their comparatively barren lands

to settle down upon the more grateful soils of the interior. Now, it is

a singular, yet a well known fact, that in a very few years the character

of the eastern farmer is completely changed. He arrives there a hard'

working, careful, and sober man ; for the first two or three years his

ground .is well tilled, and his crops are abundant ; but by degrees he
becomes a different character ; he neglects his farm, so that from rich

soil he obtains no better crops than he formerly did upon his poor land

in Massachusetts ; he becomes indolent, reckless, and often intemperate.

Before he has settled five years in the western country, the climate has
changed him into a western man, with all the peculiar virtues and vices

of the country.

A Boston friend of mine told me that he was once on board of a steam-
boat on the Mississippi, and found that an old schoolfellow was first mate
of the vessel. They ran upon a snag, and were obliged to lay the vessel

on shore until they could put the cargo on board of another steam-boat,

and repair the damage. The passengers, as usual on such occasions,

instead of grumbling at what could not be helped, as people do in Eng-
land, made themselves merry ; and because they could not proceed on
their voyage they very, wisely resolved to drink champaign. They did

80 : a farther supply being required, this first mate was sent down into

the hold to procure it. My Boston friend happened to be at the hatch-

way when he went down with a flaring candle in his hand, and he ob-

served the mate creep over several small barrels until he found the cham-
paign cases, and ordered them up.

" What is in those barrels'!" inquired he of the mate, when he came
up again.

" Oh, gunpowder /" replied the mate.
" Good Heavens !" exclaimed the Bostonian, " is it possible that you

could be so careless 1 why I should have thought better of you ; you used

to be a prudent man."
'* Yes, and so I was, until I came into this part of the country," re-

plied the mate, " but somehow or another, I don't care for things now,
which, when I was in my own state, would have frightened me out of my
wits." Here was a good proof of the southern recklessness having been

imbibed by a cautious Yankee.
I have adduced the above instances, because I consider that the ex-

i. citement so general throughout the Union, and forming so remarkable
' a feature in the American character, is occasioned much more by cli-

mate than by any other cause : that the peculiarity of their institutions

'affords constant aliment for this excitement to feed upon is true, and it
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