
enemy's, and having received from captain Downie the

assurance, not only of liis readiness, but of his ability to co-

operate with the army, 1 did not hesitate in advancing to

Plattsburgh, and confidently relying on the successful exer-

tions of the squadron, 1 made my arrangements for the

assault of the enemy's works the moment it should appear.
" The disastrous and unlooked for result of the naval con-

test, by depriving me of the only means by which I could

avail myself of any advantage I might gain, rendered a

perseverance in the attack of the enemy's position highly

imprudent, as well as hazardous. From the state of the

roads, each day's delay at Plattsburgh rendered my retreat

more difficult. The enemy's militia was rising eji masse

around me, desertion increasing, and our supply of provi-

sions scanty.
*' Excluded from the use of water communication, and

that by roads passing through woods and over swamps,
becoming, from the state of the vvealher, as well as from

the obstructions made by the enemy, nearly impassable

—

under these circumstances, I had to determine whether

I should consider my own fame, by gratifying the ardour of

the troops in persevering in the attack, or consult the more
substantial interests of my country, by withdrawing the

army which was yet uncrippled, for the security of these

provinces; in adopting the latter measure, I feel that I

iiave accorded with the views of his Majesty's government,

and that a contraiy conduct would have bjen attended

with immediate and imminent danger to this province.

" The most amnle success on shore, after the loss of the

fleet, could not have justified the sacrifice I must have
made to obtain it. Mad I failed, as such an event vvas

possible, after the american army had been cheered by the

sight of a naval victory, the destruction of a great part of

our troops must have been the consequence, and with the

remainder I should have had to make a precipitate and
embarrassed retreat, one very dilferent from that which I

have made.
" These are considerations which, without doubt, will

have their due weight with your lordship, and induce you,

I trust, to view the measures I have adopted as those best
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