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i)i tlie North- West," says at this point : "In-

stead of tindino- a thriving- settlement tlie}'

found only ruins ; but, worse than all, there

was no food to feed them, and they had to con-

tinue their journey, in company with those who

had returned from Jack River, in cold and snow

to Pend)ina, 70 miles farther. Here they set to

work to erect rude huts to shelter themselves,

but in a month or so they had to leave these

temporary houses and journey to the plains in

the hope of securing food, there being a scarcity

of provisions at Pembina, and no means of pro-

curing any near that place. These unfortunate

people had to journey a distance of 150 miles,

and as they were ill-provided with suitable

clothes to protect their persons from the cold

they suftere<l dreadfully. Meeting with a party

of hunters they remained with them during the

rest of the winter, perfoi'ming such work as

they were capable of doing, in I'eturn for which

they were fed and sheltered till spring, when

they returned to Pembina, and from thence

descended the Red Riser to Fort Douglas.

Thev then began to cultivate the soil, and


