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‘Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most
- Honorable Order of the Bath, Knight Grand
Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of
Baint Michuel and Saint George, Governor
General of Canada, - and Governor and
Commander-in-Chief of the Island of Prince
Edward. - : :

May it Please Your Excellency.:

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal
subjects, the Senate of C in Parha«
ment assembled, respectfully thank Your
Excellency for your gracious speech at the
opening of this Session. c

We ngree with Your Excellency that the
auspicious recovery which the mercy of
Providence vouchsafed from the well nigh
mortal illness of the Prince of Wales,
called forth a universal expression of joy

" and thankfulness throughout the Kmpire,
and that all classes of the people testified
their deep sense of relief from the anxie-
ties of a long and paiaful suspense, by
joining their beloved Queen in a public

hanksgiving, which proved in vastness of
attendance and unapimity of feeling the
grandest and most impressive ceremony
ever witnessed in the British Capital.

We thank Your Excellency for inviting
us to follow the good example on the Lif-
teenth day of this month., We are giad
that it was thought advisable to defer the
solemnity uatil after the meeting of Par-
liament ; and we assure Your Excellency
that the me.ubers of this House will be
anxious to unite with all Her Majesty's
faithful subjects throughout the Dominion
in celebrating the occasion with all be-
«coming observance and loyal alacrity.

We thank Your Excellency for inform-
ing us that our meeting has itself been
postponed toa later season than usual,
upon considerations of Imperial as well as
Coloniul interest, and at the instance f
Her Majesty's Government.

We learn with regret that the young
Province of Manitoba was, last September,
threatened with au invasion of liwless
persons from the United States. But we
are hap;y to be informed that prompt
measures for resistance were adopted by
the local authorities, and attended with
the best results; that in order to reassure
the people of the Provinoe, and to prevent
a recurrence of the outrage, Your  Excel-
lency ordered a force of two hundred
militiamen to be sent to Fort Garry ; and
th.t, notwithstanding the inclement sea-
son of the Year, the troops surmounted
the ditficulties -of the Inarch with- energy
and success, thus proving not: only their
own discipline and eaduranoce; bué also
the value of the route
territory. ‘
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We thank Your Excellemey. for the
promise thit: the aocounts of the-expen.
diture ocoasioned by this expedition. ‘will
be laid before us, and we will give our most
attentive considerstion to the Bill- ‘to.in.
demnify the Government which Your Xx-
oollency has been pleased 'to inform ue weé
shall be requested to pass. '

We are grateful also to Your Excelloncy
for the intimation that a copy of the Biesty
made at Washington last year between
Her Majexty the Queen and- the Uunited'
States of Americs, 1n which she Dominion
has 80 great an interest, will belaid before
us, and that so much of the papers and of
the completed correspondence as. caxd be
made public without injury to-the interests

.of the KEmpire or of Canada will aleo be

at once submitted for our information;:
and we will respond to Yous: Excellency’s
invitation by giving our best attention to -
this important, subject.

We rejoice td learn from ¥our Excel.
lency that a conference was held at Ot-
tawa in September last, on the sabject of
Immigration, at which the Government of
the Dominion, as well as those of every
Province, were representeds; and that a
scheme for joint and several action was
provisionally arianged, to which Your
Exceliency is pleased to invite our atten-
tion. We shall be well inclined to make
ample provisions for the encowragement
of Immigration, with the maintenance and
extensiun of which the development of the.
vast natural resources of Canada is 8o.
vitally interwoven.

1t gives us great pleasure to be officially
informed by Your Exocellency that since.
last Session the union of British Columbia.
with Canada has been happily consum.
mated, and that her representatives now
take part in our deliberations.

We thank Your Exoellency for recalling
our attention to the fact that in order to
opea up and settle the fertils Territories
of the North West, and to link British
Columbia therewith, it will be necessary
for Parliament to make provision for the
construction of a Railwry to the Pacifia
Ocean, in conformity with the terms of
Her Majesty’s Urder in Council, uniting
British Columbia with the Dominion, and
for reminding us that an appropriation
was made in the last Seasion for the Ero-
liminary Survey of the route for this Rail
way; and we are glad to learn from Your
Excellency that the work has been dili-
gently prosecuted, and that a report of
the progress achieved will be laid before us.

We concur with Your Excellenoy in
thinking that the long. contemplated ign-
vement and extension of our system of

| Canalasught 0 be vigorously prosecated,



