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our proper interests, Canada must not appear
to live by double standards. We cannot, at the
same time that we are urging other countries
to adhere to régimes designed for the orderly
conduct of international activities, pursue
policies inconsistent with that order simply
because to do so in a given instance appears
to be to our brief advantage. Law, be it
municipal or international, is composed of
restraints. If wisely construed they contribute
to the freedom and the well-being of individu-
als and of states. Neither states nor individu-
als should feel free to pick and choose, to
accept or reject, the laws that may for the
moment be attractive to them.

It is in this mood that the government is
studying its claims to the waters lying off the
islands of the Arctic archipelago. To close off
those waters and to deny passage to al
foreign vessels in the name of Canadian sover-
eignty, as some commentators have suggest-
ed, would be as senseless as placing barriers
across the entrances to Halifax and Vancouv-
er harbours. We would certainly prove by
those acts that we were masters in our own
house, but at immense cost economically by
denying shipping of importance to Canada.
On the other hand, if we were to act in
some misguided spirit of international philan-
thropy by declaring that all comers were wel-
come without let or hindrance, we would be
acting in default of Canada's obligations not
just to Canadians but to all the world.

In the Canadian Arctic are found the
breeding grounds, sometimes the only breed-
ing grounds, of many species of migratory
birds. Bylot Island is the site of the nesting
ground of the total population of the Greater
Snow Goose. It is the site as well of the
nesting colonies of some six million sea birds.
Along 12 miles of the coast of Somerset Island
are the nesting grounds of four million birds.
Large numbers of air breathing mammals-
whales, seals, walrus-inhabit the waters
lying throughout the Canadian archipelago.
The existence of these and other animals and
birds is dependent upon an uncontaminated
environment; an environment which only
Canada can take the lead in protecting. The
beneficiaries of this natural life are not only
Canadians; they are all the peoples of the
world.

For those reasons, I say in this place, Mr.
Speaker, that Canada regards herself as
responsible to all mankind for the peculiar
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ecological balance that now exists so precari-
ously in the water, ice and land areas of the
Arctie archipelago.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Trudeau: We do not doubt for a
moment that the rest of the world would find
us at fault, and hold us liable, should we fail
to ensure adequate protection of that environ-
ment from pollution or artificial deterioration.
Canada will not permit this to happen, Mr.
Speaker. It will not permit this to happen
either in the name of freedom of the seas, or
in the interests of economic development. We
have viewed with dismay the abuse elsewhere
of both these laudable principles and are
determined not to bow in the Arctic to the
pressures of any state. In saying this, we are
aware of the difficulties faced in the past by
other countries in controlling water pollution
and marine destruction within their own
jurisdictions.

Part of the heritage of this country, a part
that is of increasing importance and value to
us, is the purity of our water, the freshness of
our air, and the extent of our living
resources. For ourselves and for the world we
must jealously guard these benefits. To do so
is not chauvinism, it is an act of sanity in an
increasingly irresponsible world. Canada will
propose a policy of use of the Arctic
waters which will be designed for environ-
mental preservation. This will not be an
intolerable interference with the activities of
others; it will not be a restriction upon pro-
gress. This legislation we regard, and invite
the world to regard, as a contribution to the
long-term and sustained development of
resources for economic and social progress.

We also invite the international community
to join with us and support our initiative
for a new concept, an international legal
régime designed to ensure to human beings
the right to live in a wholesome natural envi-
ronment. In pursuit of this concept I shall be
holding discussions shortly about this and
other matters with the Secretary General of
the United Nations. A combination of an
international régime, and the exercise by the
Canadian government of its own authority in
the Canadian Arctic, will go some considera-
ble distance to ensure that irreparable harm
will not occur as a result of negligent or
intentional conduct.

Canadian activities in the northern reaches
of this continent have been far-flung but pro-
nounced for many years, to the exclusion of
the activities of any other government. The
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