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foodstuffs bad been lying at anclior in Glasgow
harbour for thirty-nine days while stevedores
went on strike.

Have you ever considered what huge qu-an-
tjtjps of ceai, iron, textiles and other prod-
ucts England could ship to, us and thus be in
a position to f eed her people properly? Unfor-
tunately she does flot produce en-ougli of thlem
to meet lier own needs. Workers' salaries
have been raised to the saturation point in
so far as the security of the national ecoaomy
is concerned. Working hours have been
reduced and absenteeisma la becoming more
and more neticeable, býesiýdes the fact týhat
stýrikes are frequent ail over the country. To
what cause can they be ascribed? To destruc-
tive criticism and to reckless promises made
to the labouring class.

Now that England is at the edge of the
abyss, things have corne to suci -a pass that
the workers are being besought te prevent the
country from being thrown inte anarchy.

Since I arn discussing the hardships suffered
in England, why should I flot consider wliat is
occurring elsewhere? In France, for instance,
where workers had te pay last spring 350
francs for a frugal meal in the restaurant
around the corner. Tn Germany, where ail
cities except three or four have been demol-
islied in the proportion of sixty-fivc to ninety
per cent, and where the people have to live on
United States charity, suppiemented by the
black market. ln Russia, where thirty million
people are starving and shelterless, according
te the report of Brazil's ambassador Mario
Premental Brandao, publisieýd in the Decem-
ber 26 issue of the Montreal Star.

In view of this tragie situation, which. affects
eighty to ninety per cent of the world popu-
lation, compelling tliem te do without even
the necessaries of if e, forcing the mai ority of
the people in war devastated countries to live
in celiars, in improvised shelters, if flot iu
the open, I wonder whether we are not defying
Providence wliea we criticize ia and out of
season. What is to be gained by suobi sterile
and pessimistie cTiticism.? To convince our
people they are unliappy, wliereas we are liv-
ing in a garden of Eden compared te the rest
of the wrld.

I remember Mr. R. B. Bennett's election
around 1930. Quebec farmers were tolil then
that they were giv.ing away their butter at 30
cents a pound, due, among othýer .things, to
poor goveramýent administration. What lisp-
pened? Butter, if I remember rightly, later
sold at 15 cents a pound. Real estate wais
selling at a tenýth of its value and at that
often found no takers. Is there anybody bere
who really believes that this campaiga of
defeatism lias really 'helped. this oountry? Why

do we carry on like this today? Wliy do we
inveigli against the cost of living when we
ourselves are primarily .to blamne for it because
of our lenlent attitude towards the black mar-
ket and the activities of the trade unions
which. operate in a vicious circle? Besides, if
we would only stop being the meuthpieces of
trouble seekers and show ourselves capable of
independent thouglit, could we conclude th-at
the cost of living eould readli sucl heiglits
withýout a correspondiag Pise in revenue?

Ia the Toronto Worker on January 26 last,
we flnd a passage which is extremely significant
in this regard. I quote:

Present cost-of-living index is only about 12
per cent ýabove 1929, the greatest pre-war year
in Canadian history. Present wages are about
70 per cent higher than in 1929.

If this is truc, and I believe it is, it clearly
sliows that tlie main reason for the risc in the
cost of living is the risc in wages. If any proof
were aeeded, tlie building industry wouid
provide it. Standing timber sheuld cost the
company wlio owns it no more than iýt did
several years ago, and yet wlien it is bouglit on
the market it costa 300 to 400 per cent more
today than it did a few years age. Tliere lias
been littlc increase ia the price of nails, cement
and asphaît shingles, since tlicy are mainly
machine made; yet the ionce of a finished
house is prohibitive. It is evident that higlier
building costs are due to, the inurease in every
class of wages.

On July 12, 1946, spcaking in this bouse, I
suggested that the tax lic ýabolislied on incomes
up to $1,500 in the case of single persons
and $3,000 in the case of married people. I
advocated making up this less of revenue by
means of a ýtea per cent tax on the retail price
of clothing, home furnishings and automobiles,
sucli tax being collectcd by -affixing a stamp
on ecd article. If a womea wanted te buy
a dress witli a 75 cent stamp sewn inside the
lining, she would neyer agrce te pay $10 or
$20 for it. The same thing applies te ladies'
hats, which coatain about one or two dollars
worth of material but retail at $10 te $15, or
evea more. Sucli a measure would afford pro-
tection te the buyers against any unfair
advantagc taken by disbonest deaiers and
would put a stop te black market operations.
When controls were lifted, ail the goverament
would have liad te do was te add te its order
ini council a clause maintaîning tie prices
shown by tlie stamp. This measure would
have been a powerful means of curbing ail
exploitation. Prices would bave increased
gradually as old stocks became exhausted
tirougieut the country. The price of a suit
selling at $35 on September 12 would flot have
gene up te $50 the day after centrols were


