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Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): What is
meant by "potential" reinforcements.

Mr. RALSTON: I do not know; I suppose
men in bospital.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): Men be-
bind the lines anyway.

Mr. IRALSTON: My hion. friand must
remember that if there is a holocaust or any-
thing of that kind, a lot of men in E.ngland
have been used for the formation of new
units; a number of these are base and lina of
communication units, and if an emergancy
should occur, thay can be used. But there
is the situation in regard to reinforcements,
and it bas heen brought to that state by con-
stant attention. As a matter of fact, the
ad.iutant-general bas been giving as much
attention to that as to anything hie bas heen
doing since hae bas occupied the post. We
ara detarminad that that quota shall be kapt
up, and if the quota is raised iva will go to it.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunhury): 0f course
we are ahl in agreement that this is one'of
the most important things to which the staff
can give attention, the reinforcement of the
men likaly ta ha in action.

Mr. RAISTON: There is no doubt about
that.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): I faci
rehicved to a degree by the assurance givan
hy the minister, evan though hie cannot giva
me the actual percantages or figures in rela-
tion ta the reinforcements overseas. I sup-
pose hie gives that on the hasis of representa-
tians made by bis staff, i wbom hae bas
confidence, and who of course bave no object
whatevar in misleading bim.

I think it would ha well to giva publicity ta
tbis discussion. I am glad I hrought it out,
because I think it will ha reassuring ta tbe
people of Canada. If it should happen that
tbis percentage of reinforcements is not suffici-
ently large, of course it is the task of tbe
staff ta raise it.

Mr. RALSTON: We shall just bave to hring
it Up.

Mr. IIANSON (York-Sunbury): I bope the
officiais in making this quota bave not heen
unduly influanced hy tbe fact that the Cana-
dian corps in England bas flot yet heen in
action. Surely we must look ta the tima wban
a second front is opened in Europe, or what-
ever eventuahity may bappen. We must
anticipate the time wben there will ha battie
casualties, and the wastage of 1,500 while the
troops are not active will have no relation ta
the wastage in, battle.

Mr. RALSTON: I think the second question
askad by my hion. f riend was with regard ta
how the quotas were made up and sent ta
the diffarant districts. Was that for the active
army?

Mr. WHITE: For the active army, hy miii-
tary districts according to population.

Mr. RAISTON: There was a tabla given
last Novembar in which the adjutant-general
made a statement as ta just how these quotas
were made up, and I think that applias to-day.
I hava flot asked the adjutant-ganeral axcept
just across the table hare to-night, and hae tells
me it doas.

Mr. HOMUTH: That was not on the hasis
of population.

Mr. RALSTON: No, thraa things: popula-
tion, the militia activity in the particular dis-
trict, that is bath the number of active units
that hava heen raised and the raserve units
as well; and the recruiting record of the
district.

Mr. HOMUTH. Prior anlistmant.

Mr. WHITE: I have that table, and I just
wanted ta know if that would ha followed.

Mr. RALSTON. Can my bon, friand giva
me the refarenca ta it?

Mr. WHITE: I have not Hansard bera.

Mr. RALSTON: I was going ta show it ta,
the adjutant-ganeral. It was made up hy one
of the young men iii is office.

Mr. BOUCHER: While the ministar is on
that subi ect could hae give the committea any
insight as ta the se-heme of prioritias ta ha
emharkcd on in the future, ns.mehy wbat
classes bie is cahhing?

Mr. RALSTON: I am afraid I cannot give
the statement to-night. The question of the
hion. member for Hastings-Peterborough was
wbat is proposad ta ha done when the present
age himit up ta thirty is exbausted, whather
wa would go ta tbirty-five in single men or
take married men witbout cbildran. That
matter bas not been discussed, it is ana
primarihy for national war services, ahthough
my dapartmnent is intarested. It will ha dis-
cussed soon. I can only say that annaunca-
ment wilh ha made hy the Minister of National
War Services in due course. If there ara any
suggestions I sbould ha glad ta bear tbem.

Mr. WHITE: If the minister wants 10,000
men, doas hae just ask tha Ministar of National
War Services ta bave that number cahled Up,
or bas the minister anything ta do witb tbe
way in whicb those men are selacted and
called?


