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providos for the establishment of a dominion
housing commission, with the consen-t of the
heutse we propose flot to carry out that part
of it, that is to say, the intention at present
is that we will proceed with this housing
scheme through the Department of Finance,
and we shall have an officiai in that depart-
ment specia]ly charged with that duty. We
wish to move siowly in this matter, which is
a very important one, and I arn glad to know
that the hon. member for Vancouver-Burrard
(Mr. Hanbury), on this occasion at any rate,
rnight well corne and sit on this side of the
hou!se.

Mr. IIANBURY: Next year.

Sir GEORGE PERLEY: This question of
bousing is of great social significance and
national importance; I think we are aIl agreed
on that. On that point I arn at one with the
tbree hon, gentlemen who have spoken.' And
here rnay 1 compliment the cornrittec that
considered this very serious problem. I have
read ever their report and I sec that they
gave a great deal of attention ao<1 considera-
tien to aIl the difforent points. Indeed, it
was a very happy circumstance. se far as I
arn concernod, that they vere unanimous , that
they passed a unanimouis report, which is
always a pleasanýt thing in the Huse cf Comn-
mens. I hope it witl be found so here.

Io considering how far wvc should go in
this matter at the prosent time, 1 want to
read this paragraph frorn the report of the
cernmit tee:

Good bousing mneans iess expenditure on
prevention of disease, iess crime, greater
benefits for education. iess unernployability as
opposed to unempîcyment. The eliminination of
bad conditions bias a cash value as %Vell as a
moral value te the nation. Furtber, there are
w ider econoiei aspects to consider. Bold and
constructive hcusing projects wvill increase
einploy Tuent both directly' and indirectlY
tbrough tIse avtivity gcnerated. 'Vo nitigate
any liabilities on the national finances the cost
of iuncmplivment w offl<l be dirctly reduced.
tangible, and intangible assets w~ill bc ercated.
the yield of sales and incoine taxes will bo
increascd lu' tlîe profits cf those in building
and indiîstr 'v, as well as those w'ho benefit from
the increascd spending powcer cf wage sarners
employeti tlîrougli the undertaking.

Persooally I entirely agree with that view as
set forth in the report cf the cornmittee. and
it is along linos cf that kind that this blill
which I hope te introduce before long xviii
he based.

The objeet of this bill is te formulate a
plan te assist in providing houses suitabie
particularly for the iow wage camner and te
keep down the cost and interest charg-es wit.hin
bis abilitY te pay; it is aIse te provide werk
for the unemployed. It is evident that
construction cf this kind would stirnulate
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business and hasten recovery by providing
ernployrnent for those trades and industries in
which unempîcyrnent is most acute.

The bill which I propose te introduce
recegnizes and coinprehiends two distinct
though related points of view in regard te
thLs problem. The first of these is that the
dominion may bhocf assistance in investigating
conditions and collecting and disserninating
information whichi may be used as the basis
cf formulating a constructive policy with
regard te housing in Canada. This peint cf
viow visualizes the question as a long-run
prebiem and one that will entail a vast amount
of research, investigation and preparation,
before any action other than pureiy temporary
measures cao ho taken. It emphasizes the
nocessity cf basing a beusing program on a
seund foundation cf factual informatien in
regard both to conditions in this country and
te the exporience cf other ceuntries. It
recegnizes the neod fer ceoperation en the
part cf provincial and municipal authorities.
particularly in regard te the institution cf
adoquate zcniog regulations designed te assure
reasonabie stability cf prepcrty values.

The ether peint whichi I wishi te strc.s;s
the obvious dcoailt f taking rý rtain
immedi 'ate stops cf a praeticai nature dcsigned
te as.qîst in soix'inz the e-xi-ting prohlemi cf
uoemployment. Thiis peint cf view 'ýuhmit5z
that it is ot ofec,..-.:rx' te wait for the formula-
tien cf a conmprehiensive hioteing prebleni
before any assistance cao be gixen. Net only
may the first stops be taktn wvith r-gard te
the hcusiiog preblem as such. but any as-ziçtane
given in this direction at the prceet timie xviii
be cf value in stimulating busines~s recverv
and absorbing existing uniemplcyment. I
arn one, cf these who beliexo a solution cf the
housing probicn xviii do more good in thiis
country thian aoything eLqe I know cf. There
is no question that the conditicons under wvhich
our people live have more te do than an ' thiog
cisc with both thoir health and tlieir mtental
capacity. I fe-el that pretty strenglv.

In order te expiain a littie more fuliy what
is in the bill, wbich is a x cry short one and
xvhich I arn sure xviii be quite satisfactcry te
my righit heon. fricnd. I note on page, 378 cf
the report cf the committec, paragraph 6.
which reads:

'l'ie mnagnitudel cf the task invelved in any
prograin tlesigncd te climinate in its cntirety
thc lioisinig îroblemi in Canada is fully realized
1)0(1 apprcqatcd; that snch a prograrn wouid
involve intensive. cotinuous application and
effort over a pcricd cf years is manifcst: but
tlat the initiation cf such is imperative is
obviens frem even the necessariiy limited
inquiry inito prevaiiing housing conditions in
which it bias been your committce's privilege
te engage.


