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Doint, | : ;

:the?ltvi? lsenmr general officer to command
Wag 'th‘o e force including the militia. That
clauseie understanding although there is no
o

dIl the measure to that effect. It was

1ted—-

H Mr, TISDALR,

I do not think you men-
Oned that in your h

explanation of the Bill.

m?”n S REDERICK BORDEN. Perhaps I
Verlookad | Wwas an oversight and it was
un derstaed in the preparation of the Bill, I

and, but I have in my hand a clause

Drovigip
; g for thas el ; in-
t"‘?duc‘ Lt t'at, which I propose to, in

T A
tivehfa;ﬁlrd point was in reference to rela-
e Grosc It was agreed that the clause in
Officep Os'fen_ft law, which places an imperial

e 1oy, li‘iumor date of appointment in the
Ha office JOover the head of a Canadian mili-
teq, T in the same rank, should be omit-

Mr,
‘ty theGhLARKE. From the statement made

N the OD. Minister of Militia and Defence
Biy t:;; OCcasion of the introduction of the
10 rope, 104y last, if I may be permitted
2 fypep 0 it T was led to conclude that
be 1paq 0d more detailed statement would
Secong© DY him when the stage for the
The mié‘?adlng of the Bill was reached.
’l‘hurs aISter is reported in ‘ Hansard’ of
Seconq yo. 145t to have said : When the
“DDOrtumadmg is reached I shall have more
ty of going into detail.

Exactly,
€ explang  Mmeant was that I would give
My o 101 upon each section of the Bill,
{ia for ARKE,
aya
ﬁtate
‘Qing
e

o th The members of the mili-
3 roughout the country did not
Mengt ll;)portunity of reading the exact
the Bil?de by the minister in introda-
5 Y ‘ean T and the only way in which
1°»h¥1ve 4 €arn the exact scope of it is,
Dtself_ neol)portunity of ‘perusing the Bill
t;'esent’ i have not heen able up to the
th et theOb'cain enough copies of the Bill
i ese e demands made upon us, Under
Qg’ﬁsa P Mmstances it would expedite the
oS of i tthe Bill if we could send
Drem a Weeko our constituents, and allow
tOOVigions or ten days to consider its
% f they have any objections

it € can present them to the

Doglde. T, necessary, amendments can
% dsu)le B 11]1ve no doubt that the greatest
- By IS adyy 8 been taken by the minister
Yagg DUt the SeTs in the preparation of this
Itlile a gl‘eatr? are men in the country who
i itig " Wlnterest in the welfare of the
opp, IS hohgyp 0 DAve made great sacrifices
Bucort“nlty S and they should have an
hhph a meus% considering the provisions of
thyyde the Te. T have no destre at all to
t thoge DIOSTess of the Bill, but I think

t el'; erested in the militia in our
g it should hﬂ\ve an opportunity

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. I agree with
the spirit of the remarks of my hon. friend
(Mr. Clarke) but if the suggestion of the
leader of the opposition is adepted, the ob-
ject the hon. gentleman has in view will be
best served. 1 may explain further, that
a number of errors have occurred in the
printing of this Bill. There are clauses
which are not necessary, and there are other
clauses which it is proposed to change, so
that the Bill as printed does not correctly
convey the intention of the department. If
we go on with the discussion, I shall be able
to tell the House, and through the House
the country, exactly what the position of
this Bill is up to date. My object is to get
this matter before the country, and I quite
agree that those interested in the militia
force should have a couple of weeks' oppor-
tunity to consider the provisions of the Bill.
They will best secure that opportunity by
proceeding with the discussion now.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. It seems to me that
the object of my hon. friend (Mr. Clarke)
would be very fully served if the Minister of
Militia would put upon ‘ Hansard ’ the brief
which is in his hands. We can discuss the
Bill, and we need not pass any clauses at
all, but the discussion being upon ‘Han-
sard,” showing the differences between the
Bill and the law as it stands, will afford the
country the information which it desires.

Mr. FITZPATRICK.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Then I presume that
provision could be made to distribute extra
copies of ‘ Hansard’ to those who are inter-
ested in the Bill throughout the country.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Hear, hear.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN, If that be done, then
those who take an interest in the measure
will understand it better than they possibly
can at present.

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN.
cede to that proposal.

Mr. INGRAM. Some of us are not our-
selves military men, but we represent con-
stituents who are, and I know that when the
minister returned from England, the four
prominent points in connection with this
Bin were published in the newspapers. But
statements in the newspapers are not al-
ways reliable and for that reason probably
the militiamen did not take them into
gerious consideration. In order that I may
be relieved of any charge of being negligent
with regard to this Bill, T enter a solemn
protest against such a measure being pro-
ceeded with before our constituents have
an opportunity of perusing it. If the minis-
ter proceeds, I have no objection, but he
must take the responsibility of proceeding
without giving our militiamen an opportun-
ity of understanding the Bill.

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. My hon.
friend (Mr. Ingram) need scarcely have taken

Hear, hear.

I quite ac-



