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FAMILY ALLOWANCE PROPOSALS

The Canadian Councîl on Social Developaient
ias produeed a set of proposai s for a new family
illowances program that it considers an improvement
>ver the Family Income Securlty Plan (FISP) an-
tounced last November in the federal White Paper
ýntitled Incorne Security for Canadians. lTe Counicil,
La its initial comm~ent on the White Paper on De-
-ernber 1, and ln respoase to the Government's
Invitaticit for comment front citizens' groups, said it
would examine the family allowance proposais as
part of its general review of social security policies
ýn Canada. The Goverament had announced that a
revised family allowances plan was scheduled to go
Iijt< effect in September 1971.

childrea have additional dlaims on their icorne. AIso
endorsed by the Council is the other major alim of the
White Paper - "'a greater measure of opportunity for
ail cblldren", and, beeause wage-rates cannot taee
account of the number of dtildren a worker has,
speclal enîphasis on the needs of low-lincoine
familles.

lThe Council's disagreentent, however, witit thte
FISP proposai concerns the rnethod of achievement
titrougit grading the allowances by lncotne levels.
«Titis points the finger at low-incoine people,
introduces stigma, damages coninwnity solidarity,»
argues Reuben C. Baetz, executive director of the
Council.'

INDIRECT ORADTNG METHOD

The Council's proposaI for the payaient of faily
allowances is to grade thent indire>ctly te isicome ly
applying to theai a special tax-schedule, throg
income-tax nmachiery, based on family lncçome. FIS
grades the allowances direct)>' to lncome($l6 a ntonth
a child to familles eamnnp $4,500O and4 less $15 forg
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