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THE ROLE OF THE DEPARTIMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

In presenting the 1970-71 eatimatea for the
ePartment of External Affaira to the Standing Com-
ittee on Ext ornai Affairs and National Defence on
arch 24, Mr. Mitchell Sharp, Secretary of State for
xternaI1Affaika, described his Department's functions
t home and abroad. Part of hie statement follows:

... In Ottawa, the Department is active at al
vYels in the work within the Governinent 'on trado
fttters. In negotiations at international organizations
'fecting our exports, such as the General Agreement
1 Tariffs and Trade and the Organization for Eco-
>nik Co.operation andi Development, the Department
aYs a Ieadlng part. Atour misions abroad, Externat

Efairs personnel work closely wlth forelgn govern-
Bunts to secure favorable treatment of Canadian
>OcIs. They also operate in support of the activities

the trade commissioners to help get orders <andi
)ntracts for Canada. Officers froni Externat Affairs
'e frequently sent abroad to deat with specifie trade
ffiqijtjes that arise with other gçvernments. As an

waters with the Unitedi States, the whole area of
communications. ln certain cases the Department
negotiates investment guararitee agreements wlth
other governments. These are imtportant where a
Canadian corporation wlihes toii nve*t in another
country andi reqires reasonablê guarantees as ta the
convertibility of proits andi capital gains andi for a
proper settiement in~ case of exprpito or takeover
by local enterprise.

Canadian corporations engaged in international
trade and investaient abroati look to ont ambassadors
for advice on the political climate andi econoailc
stability oi countries engaging their interest. .Our
posts andi missions are continually involved inl the
settiement of dlaims against foreiga governaients l>y
Canadian businesses andi individuals.
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