
The outstanding issues of the eleventh session were, Of course, the

Middle East and H{ungary. The outbreak of fighting ini the Middle East

late in October confronted the United Nations with its most serious crisis

since the Korean war. Combined with the violence and suif ering in

Hungary, the armed action in Egypt produced a degree of tension which,

for a time, seemed in danger of developing into a larger conflict. In the

montbs before the fighting began, the Security Council had been trying with

no appreciable success to check a steady deterioration in conditions along

the demarcation lines between Israel and its Arab neighbours. These efforts

were miade ail the more difficuit after the Suez Canal question became acute.

he interaction of the Palestine and the canal issues was detrimental to both,

and this became ail too apparent once the armed intervention had begun.

The complexity of these matters, together with the emnotional response they

evoked both lu Europe and Asia, added greatly to the problems wbich the

Security Council and the General Assembly had to handie.

The immediate task was to stop the fighting and then to secure the

cease-lire and withdrawal. The action taken by the Assembly, and particu-

larly the establishmfeut of the United Nations Emergelicy Force, ser-ved these

purposes weil, although there were contribuiitlg developments outside the

United Nations. This dual approach was developed in the first emiergency
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