
IV
SPECIAL POLITICAL COMME

As explained in the previous chapter, political items flot clealt witliexclusively ln plenary meetings are assigned either to th Firs comitor to the Special Political Committee.

The Question of Apartheid
At the seventeenth sessionl the question of apartheid was combined inla single item ivith that of the treatment of InoPksaipo li SouthAfrica. A single resolution, submitted by sonie 36 African and Asiancountries, called for economic and other sanctions against South Africa,and for the expulsion of that country from the United Nations, if it did flotcoznply with United Nations resolutions calling upon it to abandon. itsapartheid policies. While almost ail delegations condemrned apartheid, theywere not agreed as to the best means of bringing pressure to bear on SouthAfrica to change its policies. Requests for separate votes on parts of theresolution were, however, defeated both in commlttee sud in Plenary, so thatinany delegations were unable effectively to rellect lu their vote their exactviews on the several parts of the proposai. In the end, the resolution (1761(XVII)] was approved by the General Assembly by a vote of 67 lu favour,16 against (including Canada), with 23 abstentions.

Th Caada Delegti<,n opposeci the resolution because ef grave doubtsabout the appropriateness of the use of sanctions by the Unlited Nations lua situation not involving external. aggressiou or a question of peace or, war,or that, if applieci, tliey wouId be efective in causing South Africa to changeits policies. Canada also, ppposed the suggestion of ex~pulsion because theUnited Nations and its inivictual members would have more opporwwûtyto influence South Africa while it remalued in the organzation andi lecauseof thimprac of maintaining the comprehensive nature of the Unitedi
Nations as a world forum.

Effects qf Atomic Radiation

initiated a resolution which lu first part commne the Unitedi Nations


