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In the midst of this grave wa8 a enmail log bouse
David often asked bis; papa what this bouse was for
and papa always replied, IlWait until spring, and you
shahl e; those big.tmaple trees bave a surprise in store
for you! "

-On. marning in early spring, wben the sun shone
very warm, and the. snow was beginning ta mett, papa
said : IlDavid, after breakfast you will find me at the
log bouse; " then be hurried away. David soon finish-
ed bis breakfast and started off in great baste, but
stopped short at the first maple tree, for there bung a
bright, shining tin pail. He wondered bow it came
tbere, and started ta take it down wben he saw that
it w as hanging an a spout, wbicb was driven inta
the tree-trunk. From the spaut was trickling soute-
tbing wbich looked like water as it "'drip, dripped"
inta the pail below. As lie looked about, hq saw that
every tree in the grave had one, twa, or even three
paits bung on spouts! This muet be the surpri se, but
wbat was it for?

Off be went ta tie log bouse; and ther 'e be found
that bis fattier had bujît a fire, aud ov'er the fire was
swinging a great iran kette. "lPapa," said beI "wby
is the water running out of the trees?' What is the
kettie for ? Why bave you buiit the fire 1 " IlWell,"
reptied papa, Il I arn very busy, but bere camtes mamma,
Who cn tell you ail about it, whie you watch the rest
ai us work." tl iibwtempetesbdbe

Then mamma tl iihwtémpeteshdbe
sleeping and resting aIt winter, and how the warm sun-
ohm.e and sait spring raine had wakened theni, and set
the sweet sap rufning. ".But the trees do flot need aIl
the sap," said mamma, "lso, papa bas driven these spouts
ini, tbat h. may catch snme ai the sap as it hurries
through the tri-.,trunk. And what you thought was
water vas this juioe or sapaif the tree trickling into the
pails." Just then up came twa or three men with
buckets fuît ai sap wbich tbey had gathered fromt the
tin pails; they poured it inta the kettle, but papa flrst
gave mammis and David sorne ta drink. It tasted like
water with a little sugar in it, and David didn't care
for it at ail.

They, then watcbed the sap in the kettie as it boited
and bubbled away; and every littie white papa skim-
rned it with a big spoon, tilt by and by it wus clear.
David said, "L t setll like mapte syrup ! " and papa
replied, IlTbat's just wbat it is !" He next poured it
inta big pans and little pans, and mùiddle-sited pans;
and it looked thick and brown and sweet, and David
knew that when it was cool and bard it would be inapte
sugar!

Then mamma said, "lThere are severat kinds ai maple
trees, but. oni- y this kind gives us sugar. Now what do
you suppose we cati it ?" David thaught its name
muet b. sugar-maple, and sure enaugli it waî! And
now lie wonders if there aire any othe,' clîiiitrç. wholn
ht et ,tgltl-Iinaplt, im w.lîtilig to surîprise. F'. R..lan

The Great Freshet of 1854.
PExtracts froni a Ilaper read hy Xim Suie P. Fenwlck At the Kingi

Oaunty, N. B., Teachers' Institute, Oct. 1901.
Where can be found a prettier stream than the Ken-

nebecasis river, flowing througb Kinga Connty, widen.
ing out ta fori the bay oi the sarne narne, and finally
flowing into the noble St. John. Yet, lesu than a
century ago, this same pretty"river was the cause af the.
greatetît calamity which befeli the early settiers of
Kings County. This event bas been called the great
freshet of 1854. Kings Caunty, along the river, wua
flot very well settted, and the settiers were doing their
utrnost ta clar their farma and canstruot the buildings
and *dwellings they required. They had had a beauti-
fui summer, anid their wt>rk waa progressing rapidly.

On Saturdayv, November llth, 1854, rain began flu-
ing, and for sixty baurs continued to fait in torrents.
The rivera and brooks soon began ta increase in size
and velacity. The Kennebecasis, wbere Apohaqui nov
stands, coutd flot find an autiet for its surplus water an
accaunt of the thick woods which thon grew down ta
the water's edge, cansequently, the water backed up
and became much deeper above, causing a general inun-
dating ai ail the surrounding country. This 'caused the
Millistream, a tributary of the Kennebecasis emptying
inta it, near Apohaqui, ta do likewise, and consequently
the farms of those persans settled along the margins
of bath streams; were totally suboeerged. At twelNe
o'clock Modynight bath streams bad overflowed
th e ir b a nke, sand were rising at an alarming rate. An
hout- later the ifimates-ai the bouses nearest the strearn
were farced ta seek shelter ini the upper storey, or in
same cases, ta teave their homes altogether.

1At the borne of a Mr. Dobsan, af Lower Co4., the
mark may yet be seen about eight feet high on the wall,
made by a canoe grating against it, which bad beau.
paddled tbrougb the doorway ta the et rs ta rsu
the inmates front the second storey.

The wind blew a perfect hurricane, and the darkneas
coutd almoRt be felt, and stili the rain kept an. The
water cantinued rising, and above ail these sounds
could be heard the lowing af the cattie and the bleating
of the sheep, as they reaiized their danger. At eleven
o'clock Tuesday rnorning the starm had ceased, and the
water begani ta fait, In a few hours the occupants
ventured out ta view the awful scene. Tbe dead badies
of their cattie,, sheep, s vine and fowls lay on every aide.
Nearly aIl their grain and vegetabies were spoiled,.end
the keen b1lsts ai winter would soon be fel t. Ait their
fences were washed away, the foundations ai their build-
ings greatty darnagedl white some simaller buildings were
missing altogether. It was the greate8t catastrophe
whicb ever befeil the inhabitanta ai the parish ai Stud-
bolm. Many incidents occurred whicb would provoke
taughter, one ai which migbt b. mentioned. A well-
fitted heu-bouse, owned by Mr. Henry, wau carried some
distance dowu sîtream, but finally grounded on a small
hli with water stretchiug out on every side. Tbe occu-
pants ai the building could not have fuity reatized their
exact position, for at the break ai day the master ai
the roost was descried on the top ai bis littie island
)-tue, 'lapping bis wings aud giving vent to a prolonged
;L101 jovitît Il enO(k-a.dondle-do."


