
AT ROCKV POINT 1

high in air wxlîen mlan w as x'et unbýorn. '\V'oId that w
could carry aw'ay the rocky record %vith us~, but it 'il.
fuit too maux- a pouind. And s0, we reluctantl\ 1bave ut,
perforce content withi a draviuug of the markings.

Strewn along the beach are unanv slabs of the: s-anm kinil
of stone bearing iindelibly preserved perpetuati(>n., o)f wha1t
is known as -ripple mak.''- WVho has flot eut loz
and plastic sands of our shores ridged and n1arkud by tht:ý
waves in their cbb auid flow ? No great task, to cari-v ourl
imalgination back to pi- istoric tinhes, wheni a moreT
ardent sun i)aked the Îiprint of the primai waelt, iîa
moulds in which other sand, having drifted, founid lodlg,
ment and w'as hardeneil into an exact counterpairt ofi tht:
former maarkings. The upper surface of the nexvdpw i
tiien, iu turn, ricceivýýd the pinlt anzd tribute of the wtr
forming a second series of ridges and depress40i, hv
tbat first laid down. From the repetition ofths tra.
îng processes of mould-making and being mudltts
stones are capable of being split into thinner stabs, \\ith ti]e
rock -pei-petuated story of -ripple-mark,- wrîtten.i tiu,
both upper and Iower surface. Oh! for the trak" of ai,
animal trailmng his way over these history-nuakilig rcr
But no such traces ai-e seen, The trait of thu box of uiiiu
ancient reptile witli the iniprints of his feet on U itheur id
mught seutie the vexed probleni xe set ont iii theu hop)e gif
solving to-day; but uuo such Iuck is ours.

There are nmany other things on the !zhores tocum
mand oui- interested attention. There are the Înuitilate:d
bodes of Squids (1/tex il/eccbrosus), the head and ari-us tori 
away by no other force thani that of the waves. Sheýlis
there are at every step-the common black Ed ibl use
(Mylilies edulis) with its less plentiful kinsfolk HEl M sj,,v
(Modiola modiolus); and the Ribbed Mussel, (Mf. p/i(ilzl/a;
the Razor-fish (So/en ens/s) ; the Quahaug ( 1 'cnlesmercenaria) ; the Periwinkle (Lior/na li/o)rea,) ; and the
are well worth studying more fully. The whelk lunt
Clam (Mya arenaria) ; to say nothing of oystvirs, he
kieros); too, is here, the stout spirally-twisted littie vxe
or yellowish sheil of the Dog-periw'inkle (Pipura o à1Ki(3ý 1;


