
Januez, 1913TE OANADIMI MONICIPAL 3OUILNAL

Beneath the Surface in Montreal
ANNA LOUISE STRONG

Director of the Montreat ChiId WeIf are Exhibition, and
RUFUS D. SMITH

Secretary of the Canadian Conference of Charity and
Correction

(Condensd from an article in "The Survey)

Two great nations of different language, race and
religion, each holding tenaciously to its national cus-
toms, divide MontrÉal luto two parts. The Frenchi-
Canadian~ Catholics, guaranteed by treaty perpetual
preservation of their language and religion, are stili in
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a lot and in many cases a narrow covered archway is the
only entrance through which 200 or more people eau.
reach their homes.

The absence of any exhibit from a park department
was another lack noticed by the visitor. The only play-
grounds in the city are run by private associations, with
the exception of three sehool grounds which were uu-
locked this last summer by order of the Catholie School
Board.

Throughout several months au attempt was made'to,
obtain a complete list of sehools. No such listcould be
made up. There is, as f ar as we know, no complete list
of even the public schools in Montreal. There ia one
Protestant School Board for the city, one for the town of
Westmount, which la entirely surrounded by the city
of Montreai, a.nd there is a Catholie board of commis-
sioners for most parishes. Ail of these are supported by
taxation, but the text books lu one differ from those lu
another and in many the pupils pay tuition. Since each
parish contributes to the support of its owu schools,
the poorest parish with the largest number of children
has the Ieast money for school purposes. The educa-
tional system iu Montreal la lu a condition of chaos.

It would be grossly nf air to say that no one in Mou-
treal knows that such conditions as these exist. At-
tempts at remedying them are being made. Yet in
these very attempts lurks a faniliar dauger. Moutreal
seems not to kuow that she is threateniug to turn her-
self into that Frankenstein of mismanaged charity, au
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