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1 have been asked to take up the subject, "The
C'hiid as a Wage-Earner." Lt would probabiy harmonizebetter with my views If the subject were "The OChlldas a Wage-learner." For, briefly, MY experience
of life is, that ail children should learn to work, that
our school system is too academic, does flot appeal tothe average child, and does flot adequately equip hlm, for
a useful and efficient and happy Ilfe. I favour the exten-
sion o! the kindergarten principle, and the turaing ef
Most o! Our public schoois Into practical workshops, forat least half tirae. AIl large Industries should be en-
couraged to establIsh auxillary training schools, with a
six-hour day Instruction ln technique for boys and girls
Over fourteen. These training classes te, be given re-
cognitlin as public schiools.

While a fair amount of educatIon. la the Inallenable riglit
of every child, the best welfare of the community as welas the interests o! the chiid himseif are apt to be Jeops.rd-
ized by the attempt to force a particular type of educa-
lion upon all children.

Our educational system lias overlooked that large classe
Df chiîdren wlio are destined to earn their living wlththeir hands, the boys who have brawn and muscle, but

)12Y a limited brain capacity. To such children the or-
linary school course is usualiy distasteful and uninter-
ýsting.

School laws are steadily being made more stringent,
uInd there Is a tendency on the part o! theoretical edu-
,ationists to keep aIl boys, ne matter what their future
,alling, in the schoolroom until they are sixteen. If the
)bject is to create a nation of gentlemen, thea this poiicy
nay be a wise one, but we cannot aiways depend upon
oreigners te do the necessary manual labour of the
*utntry, nor the unskilled to carry on and develop great

vork Is already far too preneuneed, and If
ty debarred' froni manual labour until they
!Y will neyer like it, for the love of work is

lesson'that the country takes good care o! the lazy and
shiftless, and makes life pleasant and comfortable for
them.

The point to be made clear le that education le o! vari-
ons sorts; that boys are o! various kinds; and that what
la good for one la net necessarily good for another. There
ls an education which ls gained through manual training;
through employment at reasonable hours ln established
Industries; the knowledge to be gained at the actual
bondi o!ý the workman, and ln the experimental barn of
the practical farmer, the horticulturist, the apiarlet, and
the poulterer.

Should not the public schools'aim. te educate the aver-
age child in practical handlcrafts on the supposition that
lie is going to be an Industrial worker and not a book-
keeper, financier, or echool teacher? Those who destre
to have their children follow the professions can gener-
ally find the means to, give them a speclalized course, and
this should not be a direct charge on the taxpaypes

There le ne higher patriotlc duty than to inculcate.the
nobllity o! labour. False notions and standards are al too
prevalent and popular.

Mechanism, hammer and nails, cooking, and sewiug
should be more prominient ln the curriculum of the cern-
mon school than grainmar and geography.

There sliouid be organlzed excursion parties of the eId-
er boys te factorles, house-bulding, and other Industries.
Observation and expianation and experiment will do more
than books.

Motion pictures ou educative subjecte are comlng on
the market, an~d these night have a place In the sehool-
room.

Instead o! sendlng a truant boy to a reform scool, t~he
preferable plan would ho to ascertain lis tastes and am-
bitions, and If he stili insists that school lias ne attrac-
tions for hini, give him what he has a riglit te demand-
a fittlng outlot ofr hie creative energy-or pesslbly place
him wlth some smaIt business firm that will empîoy hlm
along the bent o! hie mind. No echool law should be tee
rigid to permit of thie.

A vocational association acting as an auxilisry te the
School Board would help many young people te ebtain
congenial employment.

The messenger service is o!ten decrled, but there la neusRe absolutely condemning it, as many ef our most suc-cessful men began their career in this way, and It ta agood preparation for a more permanent position. It
weuld bo more i'easonable te regulate and contre! It andto enîlet thiê co-operation ef business men wlth a vlew tereducling fts recognleed evils.

There should be no relaxation of efrnrtm Ini rp<zt4,,,

CANADIAN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL

The Child as a Wage.-Earner
By J. J. KELSO, Superintendent Neglected and

Dependent ChIldren of Ontario.


