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1 arn not one of those who think that a university sbonld be a sort of cloister

and a professor a kind of rnonk. Yes it bas to be practical, and rnust turn ont
graduates who are able to earn their owfl living. We have to (I0 this for

varions reasons. In this country we have no leisure class, ini the 01(1er sense

of a leisure class who stand on the backs of those ýbeneath, who live at ease,

and let their brains go, and who hand down only their privileges frorn father

to son, on the grotnnd that the sons do flot need their brains. such a class

will probably neyer cornie here. Obviouisly a university miust reckon with

that fact. We rnnst therefore give onr- youing mien ant ability to earn their

living. The university rnnlst give ta the student who cornes to it, in short,

some training s0 that bie rnay he an econornic rnernber of society. Hlere, then,

is the seat of learning. There is the student poring over a book. Wbat is hie

in search of? Wisdorn? Not a bit. Hie wants a diplorna so that hie cani l) a

druggist. In onr highly specialized life eachi profession and even each trade

has becorne a kind of closed corporation, and what the nlnivcrsity ninist band

ont is the inforrnation that will enable the youing mnan ta enter these trades and

professions. So you have the curions spectacle of stndents crarnrning nip

this information in order ta get the subsequent liberty of forgetting it again
by passing an exarnînation.

There is no use in the tiniversity setting itself against this tendency,

wbich is dernandcd by practical necessity. T'rue it leads us ta iiistake this

ahility ta crarn for a final exarnination for real learning. To those who bave

passed tbrough it the exarnination hall looks dreary. To those who have not

yet passed through it it possesses, I rnay say, ail the fascination of the horrible.

To those who are able ta look down at it frorn above, it seenis absolntely

(lreary, and even ludicrous. Yon rigb-lt ask then, wbv d10 we not get away

frorn this foolish Chinese fashion? (Applauise). 1 sec you are jnst as cager

for the change as 1 was in rny tune, but let nie say your opinions on that stub-

ject will change. lIn about four years even the youingest of yon will say, "No,

keep the exarninations. They dIo the students goodl." The nniversities in

fact rnust keep the exarnînations. Xou cantiot jndge what a stndent knows

by looking at hini, though sornetinies you cati tel1 wbat bie does not know.
Moreover the ýprofessor wouil( nee(l the fairrinidedness of the goddess of

Justice herself ta rank bis stifdents xithout the ai(1 of an exainination. We

cannot expect ta snpersede the miechanical efflciency of the exarnination

nietbod as a mneans of distinguisbing between stnldents.

Wbat follows frorn this then if the case is as shown, or is as it seenlis to

be? In the first place those wbo cry ont that we rnust be practical rnay he

inet by this argurnent, first, that very often the inost practical niait will be aoie

who bas been trained in wbat seerned tbe least practical way. The sttmdy of

thec dead languages is certainly a case in point. It cani he arguecl tbat the

study of Latin bas no connection with rnaking a living (except in the case cf

the despised professor who miakes sornething like a living in that way}, be-

cause there are no people wbo speak Latin or Greek to wbiOn1 we rnigbt seli

rnany yards of colored cotton. But these langnagps imi another sense are of
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