
A VERY OLD-FASHIONED HAT

ing by day at the back of a ruicd
house, and ini the greater eonmort, andi
with his greater security, Evans had
been thinking. 11e bad thouglit how
pleasant a drink of hot tea would be
ont iii tlîis wood.

And I began thinking, too. Ail that
a man bath will lie give for his life, yet
even lis life Gunner Evans had offered
for a man who had donc nothing for
him.

Another dlay passed. and another
ilit, and another bitter rnorning

brolçe. 1 ivoke tip widi the liglit coin-
rng through the trees, thinking per-
haps of Gunner Evans. There was a
noise at the top of the hole.

"'Are you there, sir?"
It was more than a maîî could be-

lieve.
"''Who's that?'' I called.
''Only nie, sir. No trouble at ail this

inorning, sir.'
And down through the hole came a

cau of tea steaming, hot.

A VERY OLD-FASIJIONED HAT
By Harriet Malone Hodson

Very often a person speaks with
much. complacency of baving bougit a
Panama hiat ''of the very latest style."
And they will possibly nieyer even linow

4 that sucli a thing as a Panama hat of
the very latest style does not exist. As
a inatter of faet, the head covering that
is termed ''a Panama" in the United
States, lias been made in exactly the
samie shape and style for centuries, and
Uiiless the unpreeedented should hap-
Pen, it will continue to be made in that
Way for centuries yet to corne.

Tradition says that about thiree hun-
dred years ago one Francisco Delgardo,
a native of Ecuador, made a hat of to-
quilla straw. It was a rnarvelously
beautiful liat, and as it is supposed to
be the very first ever mnade of that
iiaterial, it arouscd the greatest admnir-
ation in ail who saw it. Many of Del-
gardo's felloxv citizèns became fired
with a desire also to po sscss a soft,
white hat made of toquilla straw, and
Very soon weavers of bats were to be
found ail around and about the home
0f thc original hat maker. Tradition
8tates in1 a tone of authority that the
first bat made by Delgardo was woven

11teexact shape and style in which
Panamas" are made to-day, so whcn

Our vanity preens its feathers with joy
Oer Possessing "a real Panama of the

Ver'y latest style,'' we may be sure that
Wehen Columbus came a-seeking our con-
tinient lie found "'the latest thing in1

Panamas'' on tlic hcad of sonme of the
people lie met.

Prom that sniall beginning. centuries
ago, lias grown one of South America 's
greatest and înost interesting indus-
tries, for in one year, î'eeently, she ex-
ported these beautiful hats to the value
of $1,127,508.

In their h oieland ''Panamas'' are
known as the Manovis, or jippa-jappa
bats, tbeir commercial naine having
been bestowcd upon theni because for
more than a century the city of Panama
lias been the great centre where the
hiats are bouglit by the wholesalc deal-
crs froni the varions countries of the
,world.

The Panama is the ideal hat for wear
in the far South, where the sun beats
down xvith a semitropie ficrccness. It
is liglit, cool and subînits with mucli
gracionsness to having its face washed
whenever there is need. It eau be
cleaned again and again, and wben not
in use is so soft and pliable that it can
be rolled into a small bundle and laid
away, to come forth in good shape for
use the ncxt season.

The Panamna is made from the jippa-
jappa, or toquilla straw, as the material
is called in the various hat-making cen-
tres. Thiis straw is the finely shredded
leaf of a palin that grows wild in rnany
sections of South America. Its scien-
tific name is Cartudovica Palmata, and
it is a stiirdy littie plant that grows to


