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them of popular sympathy and make prompt
suppression a public duty, ultimate success
or failure depends entirely upon the stand
taken by the S:ate and National authorities.
Lot the labour organizations be suffi siently
compact, united, and firm in their resolve
to stand by one another, and let them be
left to fight out the question with the rail-
way corporations, as private companies, and
there could be only one result. They could
compel the companies to submit to their
terms, or, which is the same thing, compel
the public to force the companies to do so,
t) save the country from collapse or para.
lysis. Bat the mowent the strong arm of
th> nation was interposed to protect the
railroad companies as the servants of the
nation, employed to carry its mails and
chartered to carry on its comerce, the
question was virtually decided against the
labour unions. Their only effective weapon
was wrenched from their hands. The
efficacy of the strike asameans of obtaining
concessions from employers was destroyed.
This is, we hold, demonstrably the large
meaning of the action taken by President
Cleveland, when he ordered the national
troops to Chicago.
order, protested railroad property and made

He not on'y restored

possible the movements of the trains, but
he established a precedent which mak=s
the sympathetic strike, and hence a'l effec-
tive concerted action by federation of
labour unions, henceforth illegal and
impossible in the United States. We do
not say that he was not right in doing so.
That depends, we hold, upon what he gives
the workingmen in its place. His action
was approved by the popular feeling, which,
however, was hardly in a condition to look
beyond its own immediate interests and
convenience in the matter. But he also
acted on the sound and common-3ense prin-
ciple that the whole business, and even the
health and the food supplies, of the nation,
gshould not and could not bs lefc at the
mercy of a combination of any kini. The
nation must not g» hungry and idle while
the railroad corporatfons and their
employees are fighting our their ditliculties
or testing each other's powers of endur-
ance,

But were President Cleveland’s action
to stop here it would have the eff:ct of
leaving the employed at the mercy of the
employer. The former is deprived of the
natural right of combination, by which
alone he can hope to equalize the contest,
if contest there must be. The latter re-
tains in full the tremendous weapon which
capital puts into his hands. “But the
labourer has nothing to complain of,” ex-
claims the political economist of the old
school, who seems to think that the world
bas grown no older and the science of
political economy no more far-sighted, since
the days of Adam Swith. It is merely a
question of supply and demand. Where
there is a scarcity of labour wages will rise.
Where there is a superabundance labour
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will fall.” The Toronto Mail even gocs
into statistics in support of this natural law,
and essays to show that under its operation,
without unions or strikes, the wages of
domestic servants, farm hands, and other
classes of labourers have risen very mater-
ially in England. Now itis scarcely neces-
sary, at the present stage of mathematical
science, to prove that two and three make
five, or that things which are cqual to the
same thing are equal to each other. We
do not suppose that anyone with a modicum
of intelligence will think of denying that
competition, or the proportion between
supply and demand, is a very potent factor
in determining the rate of wages in any
given industry. But that it is, even as
things now are, very far from being the
gole determining factor is, we hold, suscep-
tible of very easy proof. 7'h«t ought to
be the sole determining factor is a proposition
8o monstrous in itself, and in the conse-
quences to which it would lead, that we
cannot conceive of any thoughtful man,
with a sense of right and wrong in his
bosom, who would not, on reflection, shrink
from enunciating it. Were not our article
bocoming too long, we should not fear to
undertake to show to the satisfaction of
most minds that even the rise in the wages
of those classes to which the Mail refers has
been largely due to other causes besides the
law of supply and dcmand. Though there
may have been no concerted action in these
particular callings, the general rise in
wages brought about by the labour unions
has told powerfully upon these in common
with other trades. In fact, it is one of the
stauding grievances of the union tradesmen,
that the non-unionists are selfishly eager to
profit and are constantly profiting by the
results of self-denying struggles and sacri-
fices in which they refuse to bear their
part. Nothing can be more certain than
that any movement, the effect of which is
to raise the level of comfort and remunera-
tion of a large proportion of the working-
men in any country, will have the effect of
raising along therewith that of the workers
in other trades, though they may tak: no
part in the movement.

But should it be simply a question of
supply and demand? Have fairplay be-
tween man and man, have justice and
morality, not to say religion, nothing to do
with it? Does natural law necessarily co-
incide with moral law? Is it all “gush’
to talk about introducing the one into the
domain of the other? Happily the world
of business, selfish as it is, does not think
go. Look around on the industrial world
as it is to-day, in Europe and America,
and say, in view of the vast excess of supply
over demand in almost every labour market,
what would be the condition of the toiling
millions were all mora! influences eliminat-
ed and the problem settled simply in ac-
cordance with the law of supply and de-
mand. There is surely something far
enough from abstract justice in the system
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