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band, bY the facilities it affords for bringing ti

lfl ecruits from distant points ta take the 51

Pl&"'s Of the strikera, might, on its part, if o

Unretrained, soon enable capital ta defy t.

Otgauized lab'our,,tnd impose opon it its o-n

Bearing these two facts in mind, it is t
clear that it 18 at the point of contact -lth

thrae o, , th .t every great struggie b -
1emnployers and empIoyed must 'hence- t
orbe decided, independently of the C

Igiric and merits of the struggle itself. It t

~trii that in the case w3i have now partic-

'arly 111 mind, the merits of the dispute t
asid to have had some direct bear-

îO POIn the railro id question f rom the f actt
tilat 't Originated between the manufactur-

andf the ulman cars and their emp!oyeels,
aTdteecars were in use o lns vr

lalod11, the Union. But a littie refloa-

'10 show that the quarrel would almost

%nrely have centred aiouand the raîlroads,
,Whatevcr its origin and charact'r, not only

CeauRe the employers mupt, in any case,
haerelied on the railroaas for f resh supplies

bIe nn to take the strikera' places, but aiso
Cuethe managers of almost every

'rPOrtalit industry are dependent lapon the
raileoadn for the carniage of their products

to Ilrket. A hlockadý'e of the railways

Wolld) therefore, have hecome, in any case,
1tctica*i necessity for the strikers, as a

1%tBof Cutting, off the enemy's sources of
auPply. C

Pe'rb these considerations the far-reach-

'r - portance of the action taken by

,residet Cleveland in the late strike lie-

th ies apparent. Apart from the railways,

8 eriPîOYees of the Puliman Company

lblbte'Thpshave carried on the struggle
cri nrething Jlike even termes with their

Crlo"s Had the latter been obliged ta
CI"their works indefinitely, or untili they

cold have supplied the places of hundreds

' k"led~ Workmen by the slow processes of

rrePOndence and travel, which wuld

ableWise have been the only mneans avail-

' th'y Would have been very likely ta
thIk twliCe befare engaging in s0 serions a

qlre*A9suming, on the other hand, the,

l'ai'road' to Le in full operation, and no0
niterferec ta be permitted either with

O Wth the new operatives who would

have fiocked in by thousands, glad ta accept

V;ndeet Fûllrwages and mare onerous
10fltk , the position of the striking

4.en Would have been absolutely hope-

th There would have been îiuthing for

ýr o do but ta submit ta any ternis
Cfeeor ta h-ave their places to othera

Would do sa. Their only chance was

ithe (cSYlpathetic " strike.

ltG'eathe confederation of labcur

ý' rsand the sympathetia strike, and

'at folo'wF'? Eliminating the elements of

lesoter destruction of property, and via-

a'"vhicli are no necessary parts of such

ar de i1and which, ta whatever extent they

the 5 glied, perpetrated, or encauraged by
labour arganizationc, justly deprive
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hem of popular sympathy and make prompt w

uppression a pub)lic duty, ultimate successi

r failure depends entirely lapon the stand a

aken by the Sýate and National authorities. v

j,ý the labour organizat:ons Le suffi Âcntly d

ompact, united, and fim in their resolve c

o stand by one anothr-r, and let thein bLe

eft to figlit out the question with the rail- s

vay corporations, as private companies, and s

here could be only ane result. They couldf

ompel the companies ta submit ta their

crins, or, which is the saine tbing, compel

he public ta force the conipanies ta do sQ,

;) save th-- country from collapse or para.

ysis. But the moment the strong arm of

hý nation was interposed ta proteat the

railroad companies as the servants of the

nation, employci, ta carry iti mails and

chartered ta carry on its commerce, the

question was virtually decided against the

labour unions. Their only effective wcapon

was wrenchied fram their hands. The

efficacy of the strike as a mneans cf obtaining

concessions fromn employers was destroyed.

This is, we hold, demonstrably the large

meaning of the action taken by President

Cleveland, when Le ordered the national

tËoops ta Chica12o. H1e nat on'ly restored

arder, protected railroad property and nmade

passible the movements cf the trains, but

lie established a precedent which makes

the sympathetia strike, and hence a1i effe-

tive concerted action by federatian of

labour unions, henceforth illegal and

impassible in the United Statýcs. We do

not say that lie was not right in doing so.

That depends, we hold, upon what lie gives

the workingmen in its place. His action

was approved by tho papular feeling, which,

ho)wever, was hardly in a condition ta look

beyond iti own immediate interests and

convenience in the matter. But ho also

acted on the sound and cammaon-aense prin-

ciple that the whole business, and even the

health and the food supplies, of the nation,

shauld not and could not bn lef t at the

mercy of a combination of any kini. The

nation mu it not g) hungry and idle while

the railroad corporations and their

empioyees are fighting aur their difficulties

or testing each other s powers of endur-

an ce.

But were President Cleveland's action

ta stop here it would have the efiýct of

leaving the eniplayed at the mercy of the

employer. The former is deprived of the

naturai riglit of cambinatian, by which

alone lie can hope ta equalize the cjntest,

if contest there must Le. The latter ne-

tains in full the tremendous weapon which

capital, poats inta his hands. IlBut the

labourer has nothing ta complain of," ex-

dlaims the politicaI econamist of the aid

school, Who Secuis ta thinli that the world

ha grown 11o aIder and the science of

political econamy no0 mare far-sighted, since

the days of Adam Smith. " It iî nîerely a

question of supply and demand. Where

there is a scarcity of labour wages will rise.

Where there is a superabundance labour

i11 faîl." The Toronto Mail even goes

nta statistics in support of this natural law,

nd essays ta show that under its operation,

eitbout unions or strikes, the wages of

miestic servants, farm hands, and other

lasses of labourers have risen very mater-

ally in Engiand. Now it ils scarceiy neces-

ary, at the present stage of mathematical

cience, ta prove that twa and three make

ive, or that things which are cqual ta the

ame tbing are equal ta each other. We

la not suppose that anyone with a modicum

of intelli gence will think of denying that

competition, or the proportion between

supply and demand, is a very patent factor

in determining, the rate of wages in any

given nd ustry. But that it is, even as

things now are, very far from being the

sole determining factor is, we hold, suscep-

tible of very easy proof. Titit it oughf to

be the sole determining factor is a proposition

so mnonstrou3 in itself, and in the conse-

quences ta which it would lead, that we

cannot conceive of any thoughtful manl,

with a isense of right and wrong in his

bosoîn, who wauld nat, on reflection, shrink

fram enunciating it. Were not aur article

b-coming too long, we should not fear ta

undertake t, show ta the satisfaction of

most niinds that even the rise in the wages

of those claises ta which the Mai! refers lias

been iargely due to ather causes besides the

law of supply and dcmand. Though there

may have been no concerted action in these

particular callings, the general rise in

wages brouglit about Ly the labour unions

has told powerfully upon these in co)mmon

with ather trades. In fact, it is one of the

standing 'grievances of the union tradesuien,

that the non-unionists are selfishly cagor ta

profit and are constantly profiting by the

results of self-denying struggles and sacri-

fices in which they refuse ta bear their

part. Nothing can be more certain than

that any movement, the effect of which is

ta raise the level of c mf irt and remunera-

tian of a large proportion of the working-

,rien in any country, will have the effect of

raising along therewith that of the workers

in other trades, though they may tak-ý no

part in the movement.

But should it Le simply a question of

isupply and demand ? Have fairplay be-

tween man and man, have justice and

morality, not ta say religion, nothing ta do

wi'h it? 1Does natural law necessarily ca-

incide with moral law ? Is it allIl "gush 's

to talli about introducing the ane into the

dornain of the ather î Happily the world

of business, selfish as it i8, does nlot think

so. Look around an the industrial world

as it is to-dlay, in Europe and America,

and say, in view of the vast excess of supply

over demand in almost every lab)our market,

what would be the condition of the toiling

millions were ail moral influences eliminat-

ed and the problem settled simply in ac-

cordance with the law of supply and de-

mand. There is surely something far

enougli from abstract justice in the system


