———

e e P

i g

"HE WELEK.

Vol. X1 TORONTO, FRIDAY, DEC. 22od, 1893. No. 4
T e e e T DT T UL S e e R — —

THE WEEK:
A Qanadian Journal of Politics,
Literature, Science and Arts.

TERM8:—One . ai .
. year, $3: eight months, 82 ; four
monthsg, 1, Subscriptions payable in advance.

p“egubscnbers in Great Britain and Ireland sup-
eny . (h0%tage prepaid, on terms following:—One
» 128 stg,; half-year, 6s. stg. Remittauces by
addy order or draft shoulé be made payable and
‘:Bﬂed to the publisher.
DVERTISEMENTS, unexceptionable in character
611;1 limited in number, will be taken at $4 per line
me%‘mum; $2.50 per line for six months; $1.50 per
or or three months ; 20 cents per line per insertion
a ghorter period.

Addl;xg advertisements charged less than five lines.
mens B8-— . C. I'YLKR, Manager Advertising Depart-
VB8 Jordan Street, T'oronto.

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON, Publisher.

CONTENTS.

PAGKE
Cornpxy Torics -
HRISTM AR ... n
T EMAS
TERATURE AND ART 1N »
ARIS Lrong o
CVENSONG (Poem) .. o
HRISTI (g 61 ... =
BN ; . :
RO[‘:,US Focrr (Poom,.. 4. H. Morrison, &3
LI);: MaiNg To Acapr ...Pastor Felix. 93
HR fSES AT THINGS....... I Blake Crofton. 85
TSTMAS BONG (POBIN /. ........ccooosrererscecrirncnrs e,
Tay . Charles Gordon Rojers. 8
* GoD oF tuE WHITE STAR
N Helew 3 5
:;E;IT PORTRY coovit e vieecee e e e e o N6
ARt NIONSTREL (Poem).. .drthur J. Stringer. 86
TES
M LT N(’
LIUSIC AND THE DRAMA .... o
o BRARY Taprp o
] : savend &
Pop LRSONAL. v
REA;;TCATIONS Recorivip ... »
INGS PRro CURRENT LITERATURI

‘:"L‘C OriNrow

801N

I:Nrmxc AND SANITARY .
CELLANEOUS ... ...

UIPs AND CRrANKS.....

VI
;er’ft“'l8~?, contributions, and lelters on matter
@ ’l;f“lmfl to the editorial department should be
¢ssed to the Editor, and not to any person

Who
pam’;w.’/ be supposed o be connected with the

W :?hristmas comes but once a year.”
) 8 not glad and grateful that it comes
. (:’ year? Apart from the unique event,
ory e?t of_ e.ventq in all the world’s his-
ang ’“ Which it ig designed to commemorate,
hichpa*l't from all the- sacred associations
s°methic uster a.round it, there is always
ing in tlng.chullarly mellowing and e]eva't-
Wnive lle infl uences of the day as a time of
itio: We%l-wm'hmg anfl gift-giving. In
are g, t}tlo its higher religious uses, which
¢ behoof of the individual, the
eime:(’:\% to peoplfs .of all classes and
ra 1;“:? an annual invitation to forget self
e of €, and take t}.lought for the happi-
i Etgther:s. It gives everyono who is
tom, : %olute destitution an opportunity
& practical test of the truthfulness

One

of the words, “ It is more blessed to give
than to receive.” It is a day specially con-
secrated to the children of the household
and, though we fear in a very much diminish-
ed degree, to the poor and afilicted of the
community, The man or woman who suf-
fors the day to pass without having done
something to make someone without the
home happier and better, misses the higher
imeaning and usefulness of the glad holiday.
At its approach every generous mind must
feel that nice questions of chronology, or of
«the Higher Criticism,” are out of place.
To introduce them would be little less than
gacrilege. The man who cannot enter into
the spirit of the day, opening his heart to
the sunshine of its gladness, and doing what
he can to reflect some glints of that sun-
shine into the hearts of others, is to be
Let the spectres of dull care and

worry be for once banished
Let the win-

pitied.
business
from over-wrought brains!
dows of the soul be thrown wide open that
the invigorating breezes from the heights of
Christmas thoughts and joys and aspirations
may sweep away the year's accumulations
of dust and cobweb. Why not? Who
will not be the better for it for days and
wecks to come? This is the best advice
which Trie WEEK has to offr to all its
friends and patrons, as it wishes each and
‘everyone A MERRY CHRISTMAS!

A curious statement is that made by the
Loudon Chronicle’s Moscow correspondent,

to the effect that Russia hag declined
France's offer of a naval stition in the
Mediterranean because Admiral Avelan

has told the Czav that he could not guaran-
tee the loyalty of the officers and men if
they were to be permitted to visit French
ports regularly., The statement seems too
uncomplimentary to the Russian navy to
be trae, or to be likely to be made public if
true.  Oae can but wonder what is the
nature of the peculiar temptation to which
frequent association with the citizens of a
friendly and allied nation would subject the
loyalty of the ofticers and men of the
Russian navy. That must be a strangely
soperficial loyalty that has to be so care-
fully guarded from contact with the outside
world, Can it be that it is the spirit of
Republican freedom of which the Admiral
stands 80 much in dread ? Is the taint of
Nihilism, which is, we suppose, but a popu-
lar reaction against an iron despotism, so
widespread, even in the Russian navy, that,
the chief officer himself being judge, safety
is to be found only in the complete isola--

tion of officers and wen, lest the very
atmosphere of freedom should intoxicate
them. The danger must be regarded as
very scrious indeed, when it compels the
renunciation of so great an advantage as
the possession of a coaling station in the
Mediterranean would be to Russia.

If one might judge from certain facts
touching the family connections of employees
in the public service in Ontario, which have
lately been made the theme of party con-
troversy, the Province has not even yet,
after so many years of Liberal administra-
tion, completely escaped from the regime of
family compacts. The Globe's defence of
the Premier from the charge of nepotism,
while relieving Sir Oliver himself from the
suspicion of being personally the prime
mover in the appointments in question,
causes astonishment at the peculiar aptitude
for the public service which seems to run
through a wide circle of his family connec-
tions. 'The law of heredity cannot explain
the facts, seeing that many of the names on
the list are not related by blood, but mere-
ly by family connection. Surely those whose
prerogative it is to make or suggest these
appointments would spare the feelings of
their honoured chief if they clearly under-
stood that anything savoring of nepotism
was highly repugnant to his feelings and
wishes. The matter is, in some respects, a
small one for newspapur comment,  Yet it
is a fact but tvo obvious that on the civil-
gervice ligts both at Toronto and at Ottawa,
the families and connecctions of Cabinet
Ministers are represent=d on a scale quite
inexplicable by any theory of chance, and
quite out of taste, to say the least, in a
democratic country, where all such appoint-
ments should be made with the strictest
impartiality, on grounds of merit alone,

On the principle that the weaker goes
to the wall, there is reason to fear that Italy
will be the first to give way under the
crushing burden imposed by the Triple Alli-
ance. Indications are alréady apparent
that the Crispi Cabinet, formed with so much
difficulty, cannot long survive the strain of
unpopularity resulting from the necessit);
for increased taxation. A writer in the
Review of Reviews interprets the situation
to mean that the ltalians are becoming
tired of the monarchy, and that in particular
discontent is rapidly spreading among the
moderate Liberals, who have hitherto been
its staunchest supporters. On the other
hand, there are evident tendences tow-
ard an understanding, if not a fusion, of the




