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C hristmas cornes but once a year."

'Who 's not glad and grateful tlîat it cornes
onlce a Yeaî- ' Apart froni the uniquOc event,
th" event Of events in ail the world's bis-

trwhich it is designed to commcmnorate,
an Part froni ahl the sacred associations

Wh dhciater around it, there is always
ýOliiething pecuîiarîy meîîowing and elevat-

t lgi~te influences of the day as a time of

llversal well-wishing and gift-giving. Iu
4ddito c
art for1 ta its bigLer religious uses, which

othe Lehoaf of the individual, the
2lu 0n'li-s to people of aIl classes and

f las an annual invitation to forget self
a0 uittle, and take thaugbt for tbe bappi-

of thers. It gives everyone Who is
ait b9olute destitution au opportuuity

r4ke a practical test of the trutbfuiness

of thc words, Ilf is more blesscd to give
thanto (,,civ ." t isil.dayspecal Co-s

thcantedt rece. chis ae day thei iaU con-

sad toý th ea ihln ofer tuh dimish

an dge îbouh e ear an er muliceimifithe

c d dm ug it, Te he ponor and a af h o o fh

oýr n m nth .a T he an to t w o a n g wh o nsuf

so&rs thinda t e smo without th oe

sometb ig er akd ett o m issn s the t tiher

hoeapi and bottuler, mie the higher

înAing andoal ueulessoft gladou mioia.s

Ate itha aproc queron ofenerously ord ofs

fethat nlie quetios, of chonooto of ae

the ighue Cticm,"l are ot ofs plae

Torintrde. The ma wo Leno eittler sst

tsritef The man, wo ctent i er ito

the spsirit of te glday, noing ibat 

the sunsbn to f iso glns auoin hatui

shie auto rfthoe lints of es t sun

sined Lnto the sers of others isr tonL

puiess L rt tb specr onucar banhd

bruinoess wory L ors onc e Lanise

from ofvte-woug bct brm! th widp n-

tbe invigorating breezlas from the heigbts of

Christmas thouglits and jy n siain

may sweep away the year's accumulations

of dust and cobweb. Why not ? Who

will not Le the Letter for it for days and

weeks to coine?' This is the Lest advice

wvliicl Tiin WE \VEE lias to o1l' r to ail its

friends and patrons, as it wislîes each and
everyonc A MEPIIY CRISTMAS!

A curions statemîliit is that niade by the

Lonîdon Chronicle's Moseow correspondeont,
to the etreet thai Russia bias ileclined
France's oll'er of a naval ýt tiGo, in the

Mediterranean because Adniiral Avelan

bas told the Czar that hie could not guaran-
tee the lovalty of the officers and mon if

they wcre to Le permitted to visit Fronch

ports regularly. The statemenit secms too

îznccmiplimentary to the Russian navy to

îe trac, or to Le likely to Le made public if

truc. One can lait wor.der what iii the
nature of thie peculiar temptation to wlîich

frl, iuent association with the citizons of a

friendly and allied nation wauld subject tLe

loyalty of the oflicerd and moen of the
Ruqsian navy. That must Le a strangely

superficial loyalty that bas to Le so care-

fully guarded from contact with the outside
world, Can it Le that it is the spirit of

Republican freedom of wliich the AdmiraI
stands so ranch in dread ? Is the taint of

Nihilism, which is, we suppose, buta popu-

lar reaction against an iron despotism, so

widespread, even in tbe Russian navy, that,
the chipf officer himself being judge, safety

is to Le fouud ouly in the complete isola-.

tion of oflicers and m~ens lest the, very

itmriosphc(re cf freedomi should jntoxicatpe

tlium. The danger muat Le regarded as

very scrious indeed, wlîen it compels the

renuinciation of so great wi advantage as

the possession of a coaling station in the

Mediterranean would be to ilussia.

If one igfht judge from certain facts

touchimg the family connections of employees

in the public service in Ontario, which have

lately been made the theme of party con-

troversy, the Province has not even yet,

after so many years of Liberal administra-

tion, completely escaped froîn the regime of

family compacts. The Glot e' s defence of

the Premier from the charge of nepotisin,

while relieving Sir Oliver himself f rom the

suspicion of Leiug personally the prime

mover in the appointinents in question,

causes astonisbment at the peculiar aptitude

for the public service which seems to run

through a wicle circle of bis family connec-

tions. The law of beredity cannot explain

the facts, seeing, that many of the naines on

the list are not related by blood, but mere-

ly by family connection. Surely those wbose

1 rerogative it is to make or suggest tiiese

appointinents would spare the feelings of

their honoured chief if they clearly under-

stood tlîat arlythisig savoring of nepotisux

was highly repugwint to bis feelings and

wislic.3. The' niatter ili, in sorne respects, a

snmaîl one for newspaper comment. Yet it

is a fai but t ) obvious that on the civil-

service lists botlî at Toronto and at Ottawa,
the faniilies and connections of Cabinet

Ministers are represent,-d oni a scale quite

inexplicable by any theory of chance, and

quite out of taste, to say the least, in a

demiocratic country, where ail sucb appoint-

ments should lbe made with the strictest

impartiality, on grounds of miert alone.

On the principle that the weaker goes

to the wall, tiiere is reason to fear that Italy

will Le the first to -ive way under the

crushing burden imposed by the Triple Alli-

ance. Indications are alréady apparent

that the Crispi Cabinet, forrned with so much

difflculty, cannot long survive the strain of
unpopularity resulting from the necessity

for increased taxation. A writer in the

P-eview of iReviews interprets the situation
to mean that the Italians are becomiîîg

tired of the monarcby, aud that ini particular
discoutent is rapidly spreading among the

moderate Liberals, who have bitherto been
its stauncheat supporters. On the other
baud, there are evident tendences tow-
ard an understanding, if not a fusion, of the

Vol. xi.


