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»4ttenptiug to determine the value O!

Ztythere le one. question which muet be
'X o hefore ail othere :-Is it inevitable?

hIi suggestion of Boilcau, notling iu the
.POaltica itael!, can take precedence o! this

* iý Portant question. la there spoutaueity
'li Iork ? Doce it sprng from necessity ï

tlrtrend thcse "lVerseuli " hurriedly
%ru"sud we werc iucliucd b reply iu the

48&te There was somethiug in the etudied
~jco hase, the subtîcties o! alliteration,

the ý.refully interwoven coesurS which gave
tut 4f Prtuin of art, of taste, of reserve, but

luPetyi its true meaning. No ! We
ut ' ) Bte athor is au artist, probabiy a scholar

tiaaPOet lie je not sud neyer can be. Lu
%tP MIood tic fcwness of the poems djd not

'iseU. These are moely the gracef ci
%ith. TO1s of a dilletaute, we thouglit; hie lias
ý1or "'g really to express, uothing which lic le

pol" to write. Certain phrases, how-
-bc aeered bo introduce s ucw factor-

eliha4 ' entirely beyond and spart from
%4h a Of' toucli aud taste-imagination.

ttt xpesions s for exm ," The tes

z <lohw"ith fear" ilu Before Dawn," sud
trd .ughter of icaves on the wind-tosed

~ Bcauty. " And as wc read ticin

~ 3~'~"~Ii- By Arnold Haultain. .Toronto:

14 Weuld have become Just as lntlmately
&%4ntdwith the f orelgn writers.

ly4,aman -e.xpress himself more fluent-
J41 oJr clearly, or more conlely lu Eng-

liaue li' as learnedI Frenchi, Ger-
!.t "lndeed any f oreign language ? Lufe
1ýtulllhlted no%%-a-days for a man to

4po 111 r time than is absolutely neces-
"tie acquisition of any knowlebdge;

%là>h Can acquire a knowledge of for-

4 4ê,trature by ameans of a good trans-
~ Why shlould he spend laborlous

è l studylng a foreign grammar ?
ltranslation, inueh of the author's

ofexpression muay be lost, but the
,-q- , t wlirém"a; beautIful concep-

le4a ill still be, beautiful tui whatever
i ing they are ivritten. -But surely
4d 11our own -mother-tongue as pure

'heUli'4ifu diction as ln auy other lau-
O~~-ertainly the more extensive a

velins o! literature, t he more
k&t lils perceptions, the more true his

BaUnt wliy go to a f orelgn
~ WhW~ there ls so mucli o! what

ZJ4 1d n besun<lful in our own? ih
iý *iik0iSte. says : 111 do flot thluk that

»'t-z, iigqage, 'be it whatsoever, In botter
D u utter al arguments, wlth more
t to greatetyp1alunees than Our English

Statemeutt,o t-0l ouud lu many ex-
-~Works on,!xducatiou, and so often

le bY the graiimarIans of to-day, that
o!4tdY0 Enu"lish grammar can be, but

ezefCtjy purt-,ud unies by the synthesis
%h ,COWfparVL,uý o! English wlth somne

1101b 'lJnguage, le, there can be no
t4qt' founded on souad phulological prin-
ety But~ it cannot be sald thatIthbas
-FMM,%terau, îlgnltieance, except as re-
ln th3 studv of Latin. The writer caii-

t 'e1lan Instance Iu which a student
410!bthe study of Frenchi or Cierman

Q* a""tqlre încroased ability Inx English
g4 Mriafl ial reasoner. So that It
safO!ly be sald, that the study of a

ý4n laugnage lias littie or no Influence
~t*49kllng our public sehool teachers bet-

-ýutaras And from a logical pro-
ý4, Of reafonlng, 'however preludleed we
di 4 ,Weceau oxfly arrive at the conclu-

h't tt but takes up valuable tite
kictliOuild be, givenl to the study of the

' 'teMUt that lu the near future forelgu
eu"liswll be struek off th-_ curriculum

fiuli ers' certificates, aud thelr place
U agrand extension of the Engliali

~Tien a new era wlIII dawu for the
fof o Ontario. L. A. C.

this second time the " Versiculi " appeared to
us luflinous with rmal significance. It seemed

to us that, instead of expressing more than the
author had feit or even thought, they i reality
expressed only the passionste craviflg foi ex-
pansion, for the power to express.

.We are convinced that they are sot the
work of a dilletante, sud we shail try to prove
to others what, at any rate, is perfectiy evident
to ourselves. Mr. Haultain in eminently sub-
jective in thes pooe of his and in themn we
canuot but sec reflected hie owu persoual im-
pressions or limitations. What j, the weaknesa
of many is his strength. Escli poemn is a mood
aud only in tl4eir unity cari the -"Veraiculi "
poase deep meaning ; for an isolated mood
expresses nothing but its own transicut emo-
tion. We will take a glance at a few of them,
it will be sulficient at ail events for the purposcs
of an analysis uecessarily lîmited in space. Iu
the opening poem, IlBefore Dawn,"

"Alittle strauger ray, trernbling and pale,"

cornes down to the gloom of earth, a Ildaunt-
leus little harbinger of cheer." Hope soema to
be triumphing over doubt, for
IlThe sullen mi8t, slow.creeping up the dale,"
gives way, "labrinka back, " we are told, before
the approach of the littie stranger-for how
long, we are not toid. Iu "ITrue Worship,"
an ideal is hinteci at rather thon cxpressed :

"Thot thon, my loved one, though so far above

My utmost thouglit, art yct withiu my rch,
Within my love. Alas 1 thon oanst not sec
How utterly beyond ail thought to me

Thou seem'st.'
"Uttcrly beyond ail thouglit," and yet the

desaire to express this adoration liaunts hlm ;
bis love " exceeds ail thouglit "-lie repeats it,
-ie strives to mke it articulate, only to ad-
mit that it is namneless, voiceless.

In " Beauty " we find the sie ideai, in-
tangible as ever. Hle in always Ilhearing the
voice but, not se3ing thy countena'icà." It le:

"Oaly in draams she appeara to me,
Iu draams of the esrth, aud the sky, aud the

ses."1
Il " (Jou.y Island " the p"et flude hiimeîf

boside the ses.
IlSing ou, great ses, siug on thy cosmic soug,
Which thon hast auug f rom ail eteruity,
So soiemn, slow, and mont majestical,
Thine own insistent, slow, susurrant song."
Hie in cuscious of the mystery of the deep, lie
knows that it8 song is " cosmic," that it lias
gone on Ilfrj)m ahl etcrnity," and yct lie asko:

"la thy blackest aiglit, rent by tliy mont
Tempesituons hurricane, to be compared
To storme that toss the heart sud soul V"
Hie feels tlicm both, the storma of the soul sud
that mystic soug of the ses, perhsps too in-
tcnseiy for words, and the one romains inex-
pressibla as the other. In these beautiful
bries we observe oue defeet or semhlance of
sucli, of a nature quite unusual with Mr. Haul-
tain. Aftcr the ues quotedl above, lie con-
tinues :
IlThou washe3t Englaud, ses; a link thou art
Between sweet Engiaud sud lier loneiy sou.

Sing on ; the eartli these men may mnar, the ses
They canuot mar. "
Without dwchling upon the antithesis of the
cis, sud trans-Atlautic, suggesteà in the firet
two lines, we feel sure that the author wouid
admit that the mnodifying word Iltiese" in out
of place in the third. It is not "tiese men "
lu particular but Mau in geucral who is im-
potent ta ',mer " the ses. But it la lu
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by far the strongest and mont besutiful of the.
"lVericuli "-that we read tlie author self-
declared.

"Lovc's mesonger,' cried I,
'And canot thon reaiiy teacli

That there la tranquiliity
For me, for thce, for ecd?

Nothinie will I flot try
That wili heip me Le to reacli.'

"Silently sauk the sun ;
Vanislicd that cloud lu gloom,

Iou there no ans wer ? Noue ?'
Ail was silent as the tomb.

Silently sank the sun,
Ali, God, what s hopeless doom'

d&ivirov il 8 &va-put the i&vvarov before wliat
infillitivce you will-jt la unnoecssary, thçy are
ail iucludcd lu the broad meaniug o! the ei<Scvai

Yeat1 but it la something t.o have looked the
mystery lu the face even witli the word " im-
possible " trcmbling upon your lips. Lt la
more to have expresscd thia very imposaibility,
to have voiced it, so to spcak, sud tliis Mr.
Haultain lias doue, sud this it ia, we repeat,.
whioh makes these graceful verses worthy o!
serious reflection. Their modulsted swectncss
is secondary to this, their studied elegauce
altogether subordisate. Suci su author doca
not writenmuai. Ltilunot becausehle doca not
see tliat lie is silent but rather bea.use lie la
overwhelmed by wht lie ses. But wheu lie
doca write, hsunted always by the fact that
tiiere is mucli that hie can neyer express, nec-
essarily subjective, writing seingly ratlier
from the licad than from. the licart, bis work
will noues the lees be bis owu beet gif t, sponta-
ucous, inevitable. Suai a work we conaider
lie uupretcntious volume eutitied"I Veraieul."

ART NOTES.

The "Art Amateur" for May thus criti-
ciseis Mr. G. A. Ptelis "Hod-Carrer:"' "Lt
G. A. Red had put something o! the,
vitallty of Mr. t;gglestou's littie figure
Into bie life-sîze "Hod-Carrler," and hao
beeu s little bnore lucky lu the arrange-
inant, lie would.ha've produced a etr!lklug
-wo-rk; as It la lie le to be pralsed for
seeing there lis ohnething lu the subject.
It is one of the charme of tbis artiist's
work that bis subjeets are sncb as lIniglt;
bo found ln &ct'ual Ille lu our owu land,
sud bis subjeets are frequeutly taken from
those wbo-4e iv,2s are bomel7 aad simple.
As somniý one baos aid, we are tired o! the
sinceasing claug of tihe peasaut's sabot
sounding through our art galleries.

The designs acconmpanyiug "The Art
Amateur" for May arm excecdiugly good,
the e! fect or Mise Stumxn's pan-
sice lu water-co]oure le well pro-
gluced The articles on "'Underglaze
Decoration," by S. E. Prince, "Min-
future IPalxtuug," bY H. C. Standage,
"Palitlng on Glaýss, ty S. E. Prince,
"Figure Painting," by Frank Fowler, are
ail O! great value to the beginner sud pro-
f ltable madling te mnore advanced, ats are
&Jlûo "An Aqnateur's Kit" sud '$qinmer
Flowers."' The crlitisms ou the exhlbi-
t1ons are interestIng, but tbe editorlals
are eepecially su, *witb uewe fromx ail
lands sud .critlclsmi, on current art events.
The remiarks ou Mr. Herkomer's addreffl
ar,,. botter uuderéto-od on Teferonce to the
picture 'to whlch t4i. a-rtlgt Is refery lng,
"The Last Muster," wblch lo reproduced
lu tUsà iun.ber-

The Cbristian Unioni sYs: In the
aauount of wall space at the World's; Fair
aelgned ta Its artiots, tbe United States
x'eturallY leads 'wIth 36,000 square feet*lu
the mnain Arit Building. The lunles
'tbraughiit the country bave clung ta
higli standards, anid the rejeted pic-
turcs «ha'v greatly ontnumnbered those that
have been acccpted. Elght et these
jurles Bst lin judgtm',ut upoii works of Amer-


