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opposite shore. Presently a canole shot out from the shel-

ter of a reed hank. t was at irat a mere speck upon the

water. Nearer and nearer it approached, tilt its graceful tha

form was plainly outlined against the smooth water, and Pi(

every stroke of the paddle, flaRhing in the red rays of the Lo

declining suri, deepexîed the colour in ber cheek. A few Jai

minutes more and the prow grounded on the sandy beach, tre

and the stalwart form of Claude Wilmot bent before ber, Pr

as he politely doffed his cap, and presented ber with an ouî

offering of water-lilies he bad gathered on the way.de
IlYou see, 1 amn true to my promise, Nora; 1 only this ori

morning returned frorn Quebec." 12E

"lThis morning! And wbere bas your lordsbip been ail as

day, tbat you neyer gave Rose Cottage a thought tili this ba

late hour 1 " ais
"l'Where have 1 been ? WelI 1 was closeted witb the wl

Commandant at Tete de Pont for two hours; then 1 burried ta-

home to sué the old folks and brucb off tbe dust of travel ; pu

now witbout a moment's delay 1 arnat my lady's bower." pu

"lOh ! you're getting to he sucb an important man, wq

going on diplomatic missions, that it je no wonder you for- K

get your old friends." dE

Forget! You were neyer out of my mind, Nora." k(
"Not when you were with the beautif ut French ladies th

in Quebec? "w
"Neyer." oc
Truly 1 l r

"Truly. Not foi' one moment. And did you think of TJ
me soînetimes, Nora 't"

With lower voice, ber long lashes sweeping her lovely ce

cheek. Il Somretimes." l

WVhen 't" r

"Oh, 1 tbought of thope awful rapide, and a dozen a

tilues 1 imagined your boat cruehed and you hurled about ir

and buffetted in the waves-had you no iibap 1" a
"lVeti, we upset once coxing up, but it was near shore il

and we had only a short ewim for it."q
"And wbet news have you î "9
"Startling news!1 President Madison has pereuaded i

Congress to declare war. t seems Sir James Craig had
employed a mani name(l Henr'y, in a secret mission, to stirM

up disaflection to the American Confederation, through theb
New England States. Lord Liverpool refused to payd

tlenry for hie services and be revealed the whole plot toh

Madicon for $300,000. This was just what the war partyo

at Washington deHired. It gave them the ascendancy,
and now we are ini for a cruel war. We of course mueta
hear the brunt of it."M

IlWar is, indeed, a terrible thing, and no one should l

wish for it ; but, Claude, we'll show those Yankees that

we have the blood of our fathers in our veine. 'Ihey won'tv
find us suci an easy prey as they tbink."1

INo, indeed ! Tbey'tl find every true Canadian readyi

to shed his last drop of blood for king and country."
Il low my blood stire st the tbought of their daring tof

invade our country ! We loyalists suffired enough at(
their bande during the Revolutionary War. They might1

heave us atone now. Oh!1 that 1 were a man, to choulder
tny musket and fight, and, if need be, die!"

You inspire us, and we'tl do the ightizng, Nora."

"Oh ! you conceited men. We can figbt, too, whon it
is necessary. Remember Madeline Verchères."

At this junicture there were hasty stepe on the gravel

walk, the cedar boughs wero thrust aide, and a boisterousi
voies exclaimied "lH1ello! you two. You're very pugnacious
this afternoon. What's up now'"

It waes Nora's brother Conway, followed by a tait and

handeoine young fellow with blonde whiskers and mous-

tache, who appeared so unceremoniousty on the scene.

"lCon," as he was calted, gave Claude a bearty welcoms,
white hie companion shook bande witb Nora and howed
rather stifliy to ber lover.

"lWe wers jugt talking of the war," said Nora. IlMr.
Wilmot brougbt the news from Quebec."

Ilias it beexi declared at tastl" querisd Con. 111

thought the otd lion and ber ungrateful whslp would soon
be at it again."

IlUngrateful 1 " exclainied Frank Hill, just then Cons

bosom friend ; I"you surely can't blame the Americans for

the revolution-they had provocation enougb."
"Rebeltion, you inean," suggeeted Clauds.
"No, 1 don't. t was a great revolution, as bistory

will one day show. t seeme to me the loyaliste nmade a

niistake in not joining theni."
,"For shame, Mr. 1111," exclaimed Nora, "b ow can

you tatk cuch treason. t is evident you are not a toyaliet."
1"1No, 1'm not. My father came directly from England,

after it was aIl over, to retrieve our fortunes in this wilder-

nees. He settled under the old flag, but L suppose this
will be the end of it."

"What in the world do you mean ?t
1I mean that the fate of Canada is sealed. What can

three hundred tbousand people do againet eight millions?

They'll overrun the country in the firet campaign. 1 say

we're fools to resist. Better accept the inevitable. One

nation on this continent is enough."
IlWelt, 1 don't want to quarre1 witb you, 1H1ll," rsjoined

Claude, rather excitedly ; i"but if those are your sentiments
you had better keep them to yourself."

"lCorne, gentlemen," interposed Nora, Ilno quarrelling,
L hsseech you. We'll adjourn this meeting to Rose Cottage
-1 hbear the sumamons to tea, and invite both of you to

join us."
Cartwright bospitality was 'proverbial, and the young

mexn, botb aspirants for Nora's favour, were only too glad
to accept 0o welcome an invitation.
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Il. TO ARItS1 pal

No sooner was thie declaration of war known in Canada abu

an the country resounded with the caîl to arme. Eacb *th(
brovince vied with the other in the disptay of loyalty. ho,

jwer Canada, which, during the administration of Sir Sm

ames Craig, showed signe of discontent, bordering on tat

cason, bad been conciliated by the wisc rule cf Sir George th,
revost. Civil and ecclesiastical leaders now carne zeal-
msly forward in the defence of their country. They wcre
lterrnined to clear their charactere. The legielaturs F(
)rdered the enrolîment of twa thousand men, and anthor- ar
ced the Governor to caît ont and arm the militia as soon w]

ta sncb a stop should soem necessary. Nor were they Ps,

)ackward in voting the sinewc of war. With much enthu- 81,
asm a Bill was passed providing £12,000 to arm thiose ar

fho had already been called out, £20,000 ta main- CI
bn the secnrity of the Province, and £30,000 for general of
urposes. Upper Canada, with a very rnuch smaller ot

opulation, displayed even greater zeal. Froni the back- de
woode shanty to the most pretentious mansion of York or i

Kingston there was only anc sentiment, an indignant re
determination to repel the tlîreatened invasion. Old mue-
:ets were polished up. The Colonial rifle, which had served

he Americans so wett in their strugglc for independence, ti

s'as made ready to defend the Canadian frontier. Sqnade a,

ofmen were ta be found drilting in every settlement. The
'ed mon of the west. under their wity and intrepid leader, di
Tecumseh, were anxious to be on the warpatb.

Ahthougb it was wett known tbat the Ulnited StatAs bad w

catled ont 175,000 men, a force greater thaîx ail the popu- ti

ation of Canada able to bear arma, no one was diemayed. 0
Though there were only 4,500 regular troops in the conntry, n

and England wae practically very much fnrtber off than h
in these days of ocean racers, n oans talked about the b
absurdity of defcndingtbe frontier. The aId -U. E. Loyalise
spirit was stronz in the land. Lt was the spirit wbich y

'tuaited at nothing. Lt was brave ta dars and suifer in ab
great cause. It counted not the overwhelming odds, for
it knew notbing of the impossible.o

Kingston, as the centre of a great Loyalist settlement,
was even more than other parts of the country animated t]

by preparations for war. The men were organizing and o

dritling. 'Their mothers and daughters, sistera and sweet- a

licarte, were daily engagcd ini plucking tint, and making fi

other supplies for the field and the hospital.h
A party of young ladies niet regularty for this plîrpose

at Rose Cottage, under the presidency of Nora Çartwright,
who gave ail the energy and time elle could spare from ber g

lover to this work.(
Claude had been fuît of enthueiasm froni thîe iret. Fier

wae afraid "lCon " nigh; bc corrupted by hie friend Frank

.Hll, but found the bay's beart eound, and bad no difflcultys
in inducing birn ta ent himsef off frorn bis dangerous com-
panion. Frank 1Hill fol jntly under suspicion, and baving
faîted ini an interview with Nora, ta engage ber affections,i
disappeared snddenty from the scenle. Rnmour said that

ho had crossed ta Cape Vincent, on the American frontier.
Claîîde and Con bad bath secured commissions in a regi-
ment of local mititia. The former, on account of bis

reputed ptnck and ability, had been givon a captaincy, and
the tatter an ensigncy in the saine company.

Sncbl was the state of affaire in Kingston, wben, in

August, news arri ved of General Brock's victory at Detroit.
Sorne days later the excited citizene were summoned ta th6

wharf ta ses Generat Hull and bis capitutated army on

their way, as prisonere af war, ta Moutreal. Claude and

Nora etood together in the crowd as the schooners woighed
anchor in the barbaur, and tbough their hearte tbrobbed
witb pride at the evidence of Canadian patriotism, tbey

conld nat but feel eorry for the dejected General and his

staff.
The lower classes, in the swarm of citizens and sol-

diere, hall less ympatby. They could not ho rostraiued
from vonting their exultant feelings in hoots and jeors.
Vcp Victis ! Sucll is the bard fortune of war.

In these days of bnsy preparatian for the groat events

Iooming in the future and even thon near at hand there
was time for tove making. Love and war bave always

gone band in band ; and there was neyer a criais, no mat-

ter how fraught with danger, when loyers could not plight
tbeir vows. Sometimes Claude was off duty for au after-

noon. On sncb occasions tbey sometimes made tbe trip up

the Cataraqni ta Kingston Mille. The distance wae onty

four or five muiles; Claude's canoo was ligbt, and bis stroke
as qnick and strong as an Indian's or rhat of a coureu~rd

bois. He was a skitîed fisherman and an expert shot with

a gun, and they often returnsd laden witb spoits for the

hospitable table of Rase Cottage.
Lu thie warm eveninge tbey floated about the harbour,

tieteniug ta the music of the regiment in quartore at Toto
de Pont, or even cxtended their trip round the point and

bolow Cedar [stand, in tbe St. Lawrence, Nora was no

more seutimontalist-sho was a noble girl, and inepirod

ber etalwart admirer witb Spartan beroism. She was the

etuff that the mothere of nations are made of, laving sud

tender, but above ail brave and pure, capable of any act
of entorprise or sacrifice.

Ono eveniug Claude came up ta Rose Cottage in great

gise. Ho bad received, tbrough the influence of a relative
in Toronto, an appoiutment in General Brock's staff, and

1had been ordered ta report at beadquarters as soon as

possible. Ho was ta start early the fottowing morniIig.

Nora wae delighted with ber lover'. good fortune. Sho
,bad no wisb ta restrain hie xnlitary ardour. For a lag-

1gard in war eble could have entertained noither respect
nor affection. There was of course the great sorrow of

rting, the uncsrtainty of the future, the possibility that
ie rigbt neyer see Claude alive again. But these

îughts were not allowed to, hold sway. Youth je always

)peful, and sbe bad bim good-bye tbat evening, witb a

aile in ber bazel eyce, as she tied a blue ribbon as a

Jisman in bis button hole, and sent birn forth to maeet

lefoe.
III. QUEENSTON HEIGHTS.

At daybi'eak on the 13îh of Outober the garrison at
lrt George, at the moutb of the Niagara River, w55

oused by the boorning of distant guns. Claude Wilmiot,

ro bad returned to quarters a few bours before from a

arty in Norfolkr, as the town of Niagara was then catted,

lpt beavily, dreaming sweet dreame of Nora Cartwright
id a moontit rambls along the shores of the beautîful
ltaraqui. H1e was quite oblivious of the repcated reportel

fthe cannonade, or the scurrying of feet in the corridor

utside bis rooni, and migbt have slumbered on titi mid-

'y, bad heoriot heen wakened by his servant, and

nformed that the Generat was astir and would probablY
equire bis services.

"What is up, Miles "he demanded.
"Sure, Sorr, we don't rigbtly know, but faitb we think

,ho Yankees muet be crossing the river, for tbey're flring

Lway at the front like blazes."
'Very well, have the horse ready, and l'Il soofl be

Iressed."
Hie toîlet was soon finished, and, fresh as a daisy, nOt-

withstandîng bis dissipation of the night hefore, ho burried

A the Mess-room. Hero be found an animated scene.

tfficers in varions uniforms were -acattered along the table

naking a hasty breakfast by candle light. The Mess ma

iad managed to, get up somne bot coffes, the cold meat with

reai and butter fnrnished the reet of the nîsal.
'Wslt Witmot, wo're in for it now," said a beardless0

outh in the uniform of the York Mititia, beside whOfl
e seated himusetf. The General was wrong this tifle-
He thought the attack would ho bere. But this may be
nly a feint."

"lNo chance of that-firing is too beavy. Besides

there's no sign of cros8ing froma Fort Niagara. Lt 15 not

ften the old boy maakes a mistake. We were witb biDm
t Detroit, yon know, and ho circumvented HiulI beautî-
futly. If it hadn't been for that heastly armistice, we'd
have wiped ont the wbole Niagara frontier."

Juet thon, an orderty entered the room, and makiflg
bis way to Claude satuted, and informed him that the

gencrai was starting for the front and desired bis presSflce.
Claude accox'dingly swaltowed a montbful of bread and

meat, gulped down hic coffee, and left the table.
"lGood bye, Wilmot." ebonted a dozen voices. Il KOeP

a whole skin and give a good account of yourself. Per-
haps we'tt ece you later on."

In tbe barrack yard Claude fonnd Gen. Brock just

nounting bis bore, white three other borses, bis OWDl

among them, beld by the faitbful Miles, stood ready for
their masters. Two officers of the Imperial Arny iy
the generat and himeîf completod the party. Spurs were
driven into the epirited steede, and tbsy started on the

gallop for the scene of action.
As tbey drew near Queenston the boomiuig of cannoni

and the rattto of muskotry convinced tbem that a spirited
contelit was in progreesB, and on arrivaI they fonnd tWO

companies of the 49th Regiment, witb an equal force o

'York Militia, vainly endeavouring to dislodge the A031 i
cane from their strong position on the heigbts.

The troope were mucb dieorganized by their repulBel

but were reanimated by the presence of their brave genera1 '
One of the campanies of mititia had lost ite omadn

officer. To this Claudo wae aesigned as captain. ¶The
officers diemountod, and sent their borsos to tbe rear.

The general placed himself at the bead of the troOps and
ordered a charge to, recover the beigbts. With a British

cheor thoy reeponded to, hie enuamons. On theY BwePt
witb steady pace and unbroken front. Their well directed
fire was visibly weakening the enerny, protected th0ugb
tbey were by a fringe of trees in front of their position.
Claude, teading bis company, was only a few paces fr00'
bis chief. Hes saw him stagger, and leaping forward caugbt
bum ini bis arme. A ballet bad lodged in bis broast.
was bis death blow. IlPueli on the York Volunte8rs.
wsre the tast words whicb passed those brave and herole
lips.

The charge wae cbecked. With beavy bearte th"e

troope retired, bearing away the beloved form of theîr
general..alo

They fell back on the village and waited the arriv~ 0

reinforcements. Tbey bad not long to wait. Gen0r*
Sheaffo aoon came up witb some more compainies of reglla

and militia. He determined at att coste to drive the
Yankees from their position, and the troopes, burniiig with

the determination to avenge the deatb of Brock, er
ready for any enterprise. H1e made a rapid detour,'galned

possession of the neigbbouring bsights and caugbt the

enemy in the flank. Then came for the Ampericans a'

ignominioue rout. In the midet of it Claude WvibW't'

leading hie company tbrough a maple grove, found bilaisel
unexpectedly oppoeed. A -force at least equal to hiesWI
bad rallied bebind momne loge and brusbwood and fol

moest obstinate resistance.obtce

found bimef face to face with Frank Hitl in the unifOroi
of an American officer.

"You-Hitt !"1'he exclaimed in surprise.
Yes. We can settle oid scores, if you've no objec-

:tion."


