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MISS FA WGE TT'S A CHiE VEM1ENT.

FOR the flrst time in the history of tlie University of
Cambridge a woman lias been placed at the liead of

tlie Mathematical Tripos and practically declared ta be

wbicli proceeds ta say that so remarkable a result of the
movement for the Higlier Education of Women 14gives
new dignity and encouragement ta efforts whicli bave not
always secured the sympatby of everybody and ta institu-
tions whicli bave liad ta stmnggle in their time against much
opposition, indifference, and disdain." The lady who lias
distanced ail lier competitors "lis the only daugliter of a
statesman whosc strcnuous life and consistent career have
made tliat name knowa and respccted tliroughout the
length and breadth of the Britishi Empire, whilc lis uatimely
death and his beroic mastery of an infirmity <blindness)
wbich miglit well bave quenched the energies of a man of
ordinary fibre have invcstcd bis memory with a deep and
widcspread sentiment of personal sympathy.

"lMiss Fawcett, thougli the first Senior Xrangier of
lier sex on record, is flot the first lady who bas attained
the place of honour in a Cambridge Tripos. Her triumph
was anticipatcd a fcw ycars ago in regard to the Classical
Tripos by Miss iRamsay, now Mrs. Butler, the wife of the
Master of Trinity. But thougli the number of the celc-
bratcd female mathematicians bas, perliaps, exceeded that
of celebrated female ciassical scholars. and thougli it miglit
be thouglit, on abstract grouads, that mathematical emin-
ence is more easily attainable by womcn than classical, yet
it can liardly be doubtcd that the achievement of Miss
Fawcett is more iikcly ta strike and impress the popular
imagination than tbe previaus achievemeat of Mrs. Butler.
The Matheniatical Tripos is ta the popular mind the Cam-
bridge examination par excellence. The Senior Wrangicr
of his or bier yar-as we must lienccforth say-is pre-
eminently the Cambridge beo or heroine of that ycar. Lt
is no disparagement ta classical scbolarship as compared
with higli mathematical attajament that this sbould be the
case. It is simply the resuit of a time-bononred system
wbicli bas imprcssed the popular mmid."

One of Miss Fawcett's friends writes for the The, Pali
Mail Gazette an article about the youag lady in which she
Raysa:

"0 f course, Mr. Editor, you and the public want ta
hear ail about the Lady Senior Wrangler, the Ncwnliam
girl who bas put the capingstone upon ail that Newnham
represents. t would be vcry wrong of you and the public
if 'you didn't. But the idea of Philippa Fawctt bein-
' interviewed !' To those who know hiem it is quite
laughably unthinkable ; for she is the quietest of girls, with
a perfect hatred of aIl for mality and show. As for talking
about lierseif, your interviewer would bave required a
tliumbscrew ; unless, indeed, lie could bave somehow
argued this very clcar-bcadcd young lady int belicviag
that the ordeal was positively demanded by the interests
of the Cause. La the intercats of the Cause, Miss Fawcett
bas been for years the inost docile subject of King Coavea-
tionality - at lcast s0 far as is reconcilable with tbc
possession of strang, active faculties, and original and
fearless mmnd, and a habit of lookiag at tbc iriside of things
instead of the surface.

«' Wlîen she was younger, Miss Fawcett dresscd icstliet-
icaily, bad no proper horror of aid cloblies, ware hiem thick
brown liair dowa on lier shoulders, and lias even been
known (sa I1 have heard) ta ride on the top of a 'bus. I
could bell you lots of simple, naturai, dcligbtful littie un-
convetionalitis-but no; wlicn Miss Fawcett came ta
Newnliam she knew that if there bbc remotesb prctext,
even the most innocent, it would i)e seized on by al the siliy
scribblers wha try ta make out tliat the women's colieges
are peoplcd by a sort of impossible race of eccetries.
Trifles, after ail, matter littie. if ta be commoapîsce will
reconcile silly prejudice, conscience can save itself for more
important things. The cause denianded it, and Miss Faw-
cett with a sigli resigned lierseif into the banda of the
milliner. You musttake this as a figure of speech, of
course, for 1 have neyer seen lier slight, tali, girliali figure
drcbssd in any Lut the most unassuming style.

IlWeil, this is clearly a case for the judiciously indis-
creet fricnd. You shahl hear bow it al liappened. You
bave alrcady bold how cooliy Miss Fawcett approacbed the
contest, decliîîing ta ' go down' for a week, because she pre-
ferrcd ta ' go in in th e swing of one's ordinary wnrk,' and
answcring the question, 1L)on't you wisli it wcre ail over V'
by the clieerf ni remark, 1'No, 1 don't wanb to have tbree
weeks taken ont of rny life.' Weil, that ia Miss Fawcett
ail over. Sage people np bere, wbo did not know lier
personally, used ta aliake their beada and conclude that a
girl, bawever brilliant, would not be able ta stand tbc
nervaus strain. She would fail behind at the end, tbey
surmiscd.

"lAs a niater of fact, probably no anc ever went in witb
more complete self-control. Keea as she waa ta succeed,
Misa Fawcctt made a rigid habit of gaing ta bcd at eleven
and rising about iglit. None of that traditional wet-towel-
and-teapot business ta which even the male Wranglcr is
supposed ta suceumb! Wlien the ordeai drew nigli, Miss
Eawcett im ply faccd it witli the consciausacas that abe
had donc lier beat, and that worrying would oniy do barm.
Slié siept every niglit as soundly aa ever in lier life. She
wrotc ber papers cooily, deliberateiy, without crasure.- She
thouglit, of course, that alie lad donc badly, but ane thing
wbicb gave ber thia idea waa the moat notable fact that sbe
did not feel tired at the end. On the day wlien tbc liat

was ta lie read, Miss Fawcett did indeed wake carly wibb

excitement, and confessed to reading 'Mansfield Park' in
bcd, in order to occupy and calm Z her mind. But now,
after ail the excitement on the top of the work, she looks
pretty nearly as well as ever in hier life. Jndeed, tlrough-
out lier Cambridge course, Miss Fawcctt's health lias rather
improved than otherwise, and the lady Senior Wrangler,
like the lady Senior Classic, adds one more to the striking
statistics ]ately published by Mrs. Sidgwic k to prove how
unfounded is the assumption that you muin a woman's
body the minute that you improve hier mind. Neyer have
the friends of Miss Fawcett seen lier brigliter and more
active than at the present moment.

I am sure it is a great lesson to you ail,' said Miss
Clougli at the dinner on Saturday evening, 1'a great lesson
to you to go to bcd early.' A chorus of laugliter followed
this homeiy moral, pointed by the most beloved of Princi-
pals; both laugliter and cheers, in this assembly of Ncwn-
liamites, sounding, qucerly sbrill and feminine besides those
' rouglier voices of the men' ta which checring geaeraily
belongs, and whicb were contributed later by the chivaîrous
invaders from Seiwyn. Very swect and vcry vencrable
looked the sister of Arthur Hugli Clougli as she presidcd
proudly over the hour of Newnham's triumph. Well
miglit Miss Fawcctt allude to the privilege of being 'three
years with Miss Clougli' as the distirctivc privilege of
Newnham life. ' Neyer mind, dear,' the Principal is said
to havv whispered to Miss Fawcctt when, in the confu-
sion of the Senate House, the announcement of lier place
relative to the Senior Wrangler sounded for a moment like
' bracketed.' ' Neyer inid; it is just as well, because now
they will not be so fierce ! ' But nobody was tierce at al;
everybody was glad, and oaly sorry for the gentleman who
was first read out as Senior Wrangler, only to find that hie
was real]y second. By the way, in your account of tlie
dinner you forgôt to mention that one girl read out a lay
of triumph in the Macaulay manner, which she had coin-
posed for the occasion.

«"Wli Miss Fawcett got back to Newnliam shie walked
inta ' Clougli Hall,' the new wing whiere hier roomis are,
marclied in the most every-day way up to the pegs on
which the 'in' and 'out' labels are liung-, and put hier
own riglit before proceeding to lier room. It is a pretty
little cliamber, looking out at two aspects on the pleasant
iawns and gardens in which the tlirce wings of the college
are set, wliere you nay sec girls sitting under trees, play-
ing lawn-tennis, or strolling about in twos and threes, arm-
in-arm, with the easy abandon and good-fllowship which
mcn learned long ago to associate witli college life. For
furniture, a mahogany bureau, an old oak table, a bcd in
one corner, and a thoroughly cozy chair ; for decoration, a
Iow relief of I)onatello's in white plaster, somc photographis
and autotypes, a few panel designis in paper, and a water-
coloir lbit from the shore near Mrs. Fawcett's little house
in Sussex bang on the severe plaster walls. Ir. the book-
shelf, above rows of mathematical tomes, are volumes of
very varied reading-sciencc, poctry, economics, and
novels. A few have been prettily bound by the fingers of
their owner, who is also, by the way, not too cmancipatcd
ta be an expert ncedle-woman, witli a nice skill in cm-
broidery. If it be teatiîne, a kettle singing on the bob
completes this characteristic littie corner of Newnham life.

IlAmong rnany other interests, Miss Fawcctt lias in-
lierited from bier father and miother a strong one in
political and social econouxies, and lber speeches on these
and other subjecta in the college debating socicty have
always been inarkedly practical and ta the point. Rhetoric
isî foreign ta bier nature, and cleamness and cogency are tlie
only qualities at whicb she aims. At the time when she
was attending in London a course of mathematical lec-
tures from Mr. KarI Pierson, one of the advanced wing of
Socialistic teachers, she used ta express sometimes a haîf
bumorous fear lest the course should bc interrupted by the
lecturer getting himself put intojail. 1 You sec, it's Iland
the instruments of production,"' Miss Fawcett wonld rc-
mark, dwelling on that dangerous pendant, which Mr.
Pierson favoured, to the conîparatively innocent doctrine
of thie nationalization of land. Fromn the politicai econo-
mist she differed profoundly ; but she would have regretted
the teaclier. Mr, Pierson telis the story liow wlicn lie
first saw Miss Fawcett attending bis advanced class lie
said ta himse]f :' Dear me, therc's a poor little girl turned
ambitions; of course she won't understand a word,' wbcn
presently, wliat was bis astonisbmnent ta licar a question
from the 1'poor little girl' which showed that she under-
stood ta some purpose.

'lUp liere at Cambridge they say that lier work is
marked by extreme cleamness and decision of method.
She always knows in tackling a problcm cxactly what she
means ta do, and docs it. She generally secs the sliortest
way, and by liaving ta crase very little gains on others in
comparison with wliose fluency she miglit at first appear
slow. It is flot always the hare that wins the race, and
Miss Fawcett more than makes up in metliod what she
baces in speed. Hence bier extraordinary superiority al
tlirougli the Tripos. Every paper was writtea with the
samne unliasting coolncss and decision. Ail this is higlily
cliaracteristic; but you must not rua away with tlie im-
pression of grim, business.iike seriousness in daily life.
No picture of Plilippa Fawcett wonld be at ail complete
whicli did flot add that abe lias a most fresliening and
refreahing sense of humour, and that nobody ever laughed
at jokes with a quicker or 'a heartier rciisli.

I b ave aaved for the end wliat I think is the pretticat
saying of ail. Twenty, years ago, when Miss Philippa
Garrett Fawcett was anly a year and a-lialf aid, the fi rat of
the meetings wbicli, under Prof. Sidgwick's auspices

resulted in the Éoundation of INewnbam, was held in Mrs.
Fawcett's drawing-room at Cambridge. 1'We did net
thinli of this in 1869, did wc 1' said the professor as lie
congratulated the mother of the first lady Senior
Wrangier."-Thte Critic.

WIIEN TifE LIGHT MUINES.

(ROUNDEL. )
DAY in and day out that the worn eyes sec

Are years upon years, as the tired lips say
" And wbeti shahl the niglit of aur sorrowiag bc

Day? "

-"And wbat shall ve answer, if speak we may I
Give we warning of dcath, or a pitif ul plea 1

Let us armn thein with strengtb in a brave man's way,

"Saying: Where is more triumph for you or for mie
Than in thîis, ta cscape while the tyranta stay Ïi

Or to see, wbea the " bands of the alien " floe,
Day?"Y

Mont real. HIUGm CCHRAÂNEc.

ART NOTES.

PAUL PEEL, R.C.A., lias retumaned ta Landan, Ont., ta
reccive the congratulations of lus relatives and friunds on
bis succesa at bbe Salon Exhibition in Paris.

PilOFESSOR HERIKOMlEit bas beexu elected ta thîe vacant
memnbersbip of tbe Royal Academy, and it is said that bis
electian is very popular, as lie lias painted saine of tbe
most impressive and touching pictures of the R. A. exhibi-
tions of late years. n

MR. llARizmîFuRNisa lias published a volume cailed
Royal Academy Antics," which bas created a great seni

sabion among Engliali artiste, net only on account of the
trutb of bis accusation agaimiat the Academy, but of the
fun and sarcasm lie brings ta bear on the subject. Lt is
published by Casseli and Comnpany.

M«E. RoNNERt's paintings on cat and dog life, now on
exhibition at bbe Fine Art Society's gaileries, Landan,
Eng., are said ta be botter painted and ta show muore
vigorous exacubian than the works of Rosa Bonheur, whiie
the animais bave ail the ruthfulncss and life of the cela-
brated cats of Laînbért the Frenchi cat-painter.

MR. POYNTER, R.A., is naw exhibibing in Landan,
Eng. , bis great picture of "l he Qucen of Sheba before
Solomon," ami whicb lie lias been engaged for the pasb ciglit
years. Lt is described as a work of great canscientiaus-
nesa and knowledge. King Soloxuoa's court with its great
crowd of courtiers and weaith of quaint accessormes us
a miracle of researchi and aplendour, the vcry excellence in
bbe rendering of whicb it takes away, ta saine extent, from
the importance of the chief actors in tbe scene.

TilE recent sale of Meissoniers picture of Napoleon,
"1814," ta wbicb reference was ruade in this column, bas

occasioned some enquiry as ta othera of the great Frenchi
artist's portraits of the Emperar. That anc which shows
Napoleon reviewing bis troapa at Friedland, thbcI"1807,"
as it is called, is now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New York, a gift of Mr. Ilenry Hilton. Lt was fornierly
in A. T. Stewart's gaiiery, liaving beemu purcbased for
$60,000. La the present exhibit of thbcI"Société Nationale
des Beau x-Arts " la another, tbc latest of the suries of
Napoiconic portraits. This is the "'October, 1806," wlîicb
shows the Emperor descending ta the battle-tield in the
very heat of the conflict.

IN Mr. Scott Taylor's "lModes of Painting Dcacribed
and Classified " ( Winsor and Newton ), bliere is an essay
on the causes of decay of modern ail-paintings in comn-
parisan with the works of the Old Masters, in wbich it is
pointed out bliat (1) modern cbemistry bas extended the
list of colouma witliout controlling their conditions of per-
manence ; (2) mediums are chosen for their excellence of
dmyiag and womking, rather than for their endurance ; (3)
more white iead than ever is used in modemn paintinga, and
(1) white lead is substibuted for gesso. In the painting
grouad Mr. Taylor puts bis points well and ciearly, aîud
artiste ouglit, in common bonesby, ta beed wluab lie says
and beware of using colours tluat are fugitive or iiateials
tbat are nat permanent; but Professor Cburcb's IlCheinis-
bry of Painting " deals wibb this subjcct in a more thoroughu
manner, and we hope ta give some extractaslîhortly from
this work.

IN bbc Juiy number of the Art Magazine there is a
bistory of Fard Madox Brown and bis works, giving sanie
charactcristic examples of engravinga froin bis pictures.
Wbatever may be said of him, and opinions bave differed
widely, ib is at leasb truc that hoe las maiatained bis own
iîidividuality and given bis own view of things ta bbc
world, which is thie essential quality of art. The great
trouble with tbc majority of artiste is bliat they bace theai-
salves in the achool tbey adopt, and, ccasing ta be beach-
crs,,merely epeat broken fragments of thie lessons tbey
bave learat, nat fromn nature, but fromn greater mcn than
themacîves. Whaý, for instance, are American or Cana-
dian arbiste beaching I Almost entireiy Frenchi, <4rman
or.Dutcb ways of laaking at nature, nat American or
Canadian artiste' waya. But Fard Madox Brown is
tboroughiy Engliali ta begin witb, and bbc eccentricities
and peculiamities of bis womk are simply the way lie secs
thinga and desimes ta expreps tliem.


