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Iro the Editor of THE WEEK: :
ar

SîR,-The article of Mýr. Moberly, in THE WEEK of i
ISovember l5tb, contaîns a reference to the "1decaying bi

industries," "1deserted factories," " ruined foundries," ul
4 abrinkage in f arin lands," and 1"baos in population " of f

the New England States. r

Within baîf a mile of wbere 1 write are the milîs of nE

tbree large cotton companies wbich emiploy altog"-tber st

&bout 6,000 banda. Tbey aIl pay fat dîvîdends, and, froinsi

their aurpluses, are every year erecting new buildings and te

adding new macbinery. The largeat of them pays sevon (j

per cent. balf-yearly, and a few montha ago declared an b:

extra dividend of forty per cent. 1.e relieve its plethoric d

Eurplus. -ci

1 bave before me tho report of this ypar'a dividenda n

declared by the cotton companies at Fal River, Mass., the a

largeat cotton manufacturing centre in the United States. 'b

There are tbirty-tlîree cotton companies located there, witb

a total capital tock of $18,558,000. Tho dividenda paide

to stockholderâ this year amount te0 $1,850,700, or 9.97

per cent. upon the stock. Last year the dividonds of the

saine milîs amounted to, $1,7 10,790 on $17,358,000, and

the year before t.0 $1,427,990. One company this yearo

paid twonty per cent. upon its capital, another paid twelve,a

two paid twenty-four each, two seventeen each, one four-s

teen, and so on. Moreover, the report says that the1

dividende represented but a fraction of tho oarnings.1

New macinery was paid for, new buildings rected, debta

cleared off, and large sums cbarged off 1.0 depreciation.

Of course, this is an oxceptional showing, but I do not

kaow of any industry in New England that is net pros-

perous, unlesa possibly it may ho some branches of the

iron trade, tbough juat acroas the river in Biddeford thero t

iî a largo foundry and machine shop whîcb is, and bas for1

yea-ts been very prosperons.
As te the abrinkago in the value of New Englandr

farra lands, that was inevitable af er the railroads had

eheapenod transporfation f rom the great grain area of the

west. The samo influences reduced the value of the farm

lands of old England, and would bave a simîlar effect upon

France and Germany, but for the protection tarifis of

those countries.
The sons of New England preferred the citios, or big

gardon farina on the prairie, to the rock-ribbtd bille of

Maine, New Hiampshire and Vermont. Urkdor these cir-

cumstances farm lands in the poorer sections of New Eng-

land, and especially in the States mentioned, have depre-

iated in value, and some of the towns have actually leat

in population, tbougb on the whole, the advaace in popu-

lation in New England bas been steady, and, in ab least

three of the States, rapid. La tlîe less-favoured ocalities

farina bave heen abandoned, and are gradually turning

again into foret, from which, indeed, they neyer would
bave been reclaimed by a bass hardy and thrifty race than

the early New Englanders, the saine stock to which

Ontario owes so mucb of ber intelligence and thrif t.

But a point 1.e ho noted is, that the sons who bave left

the farine of New England for other occupations and

localities, have not lbf t the cou titry. Tbey are 1.0 ho found

on the Pacifie aope, they swarm in the cities of the great

central plain, and even the soutb responda 1t0 the magie of

their energy and enterprise. Tbey bave not heen obliged

to go to Mexico or Canada 1.0 btter their condition.

They are fortunato in that the necessities of tbeir surround-

ings did not force them t1. expatriate themeelves. Tbey

are still Americans. Maine'is boas ie New York's gain, or

California's, or Minnesotas, or Alahaxma's.
The only other tbing 1.0 ho noted in conneetion with

thia tuovement of young New Englanders is, that the

places of those who beave are eagerly taken hy Canadians,

sbowing evidently that in the opinion of the latter, the

conditions even bore are superior to those of their birth-

place. Every train bringe thein acroqs the ine. They

corne froin Quebec, Noya Scotia and New Brunswick.

The uilîs are filled with French-Canadians, wbo are every-

wbere distinguishabbe by their patois, of wbich tbey are as

tenaciona as in Canada. They number 6,000 or 7,000 in

Biddeford, and some of the larger maaufacturing cities

bave two or tbree tiunes as maay. The expatriated Blue

*Nases are oaly discoverabbe hy investigation. They

mingle with the native stock, and hocome as good Yankees
as those to the manner bora.

The value of these few dry facts is in the application

thereof. W. E. RANEY.

Saco, Me., Nov. 22.

TR UE TA LE.

HE vobution of a smart black-eoated city canvassor of
L strongly Amenican tendencies from. a Cockney mar-

kot-gardener happened in this wiso:

]Robin Goodfelow-in reaity, tho naine qf the. mdi-

î vidual, and no more literary trick-was at one period of

bis existence a fine typical colonial Oockney. His accentIJ vas of the pureat London description, and bis entire per-

sonality one that by na endeavour could long ho disasBoci-

ated from london tones and London streets. 0f mediumIheigbt, amaîll, keen, pleaant blue eyes, sandy complexion,
and a good rod skia, rosier on damp days, as if true to the

prevaiing foggiaess of hie native ill (ho was a Wands-

wortb man, and came out, leaving six brothers and a is-

ter ebid hl), ou new hiin for an Engylishman long,
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xitb him you were answered deferentially yet without a

apse of self -respect, and a pleasant almoat inviting jocular-C

y animated every sentence. The man with bared red

Lrms, a bIne cotton shirt, and an old pipe oftener than net s

i bis montb, served out greens and healing herba, plants, o

ulbs and seeds, with unfailing good temper and the 1

tmost conscientiousness. Living, as he did, in a small q

1ough superior Canadian town, ho had customers who i

rmamned witlî him year after year, for the very sufficient

rasoa that ho uniformly treateci them well and gave good s

Lufi for the mioney. Ris bouse looked at the hack upon a t

amall garden, every inch of whicb, however, was made te

11l, being under unflagging cultivation. lus two children

(ho was a widower) assisted in the gardening, but the c

bruat of the work, and all the thinking, was assuredly t

done by Goodfellow himself. Wbat asparagus could hoc

ompared to bis, or whose pansy-beds, or whose boxes of

mignonette ï As for bis early potatoes there was an

anual scramble to get them, since the patch was small

but the c1uality superior. A wonderful charm appeared to

follow everything ho touched, and Goodfellow, it might be

said, was on the way to fortune.
Alas! no. Poor Robin! 11e had a grave fault.

Hle did not wear the blue ribbon. There wero days when

uis two daughters kiadly waited in the little shop instead

of himself, and watered the sods and weeded out the beds

at the back. On these occasions Goodfellow was rarely

seen by the townspeople and nover by bis customers, for

hoe bad a very strong sense of personal pride about bim.

Yet, for all the latter, this suporior market-gardener could

net overcome bis fault. Gentle, industrious and virtuons,

hoe had yet witbia him the fatal germa of a habit, which as

yet had left few traces, although no friondly fiction could

altogether consign it to oblivion. As Ilfather " who could

be kinder than poor Goodfellow ? When you board the

two girls talk it was always of Ilfather," and scores of

people could tell you dozens of atonies about the simple

good-nature, the genial charm, the uafailing tomper,

even, of the blue-shirted vendor of herba and vogetables.

No Hodge, but rather a Tom ]Pinch behind a counter,

there was hardly a fauît to be found with him. And if

ho were kind and sympathizing t.0 inferiors, crippled old

mon, rbeumnatic old women, deformed children, cast-off cura

-ven a lame and impotent cow which ho kept in a

neighbouring common-how respectable and proper bis

easy, charming deference to superiors 1
One day Robin, softly whistling to himself among bis

pots and baga and tools, in an outhouse leading from the

shop, lookod up and saw before him a well dressod stranger

in wbose bard, clean-shaven features however ho recallod

sometbing belonging te0 bis life in the Old Country. The

man put out bis band and clapped Robin on the back, and,

at the sound of bis voice saying "lHow are ye 1" in mnixod

Americo--liiberaiaa accents, ho recognized him. Lt was a

coster-monger of Irish descent ho bad once kaowa quite

intimately at Wandsworth. Robin's simple surprise was

net much greater than that of tho Irishinan, Dennis

McGinn.
I shoulda't have knowa ye," repeated Goodfellow,

brushing tho eartb f romn bis trousers and shirt, and f ollow-

ing bis visiter back into the sbop. I sbouldn't bave

known ye."
Dennis eomplacontly took a steol and opened bis ligbt

flash overcoat. A checked cheviot of bideous pattern

adorned hum, and tie, bat, boots, linon and jewellery were

aIl new, of imposing if not ,o3thetic bue and style, and ho

presented altogether an unmistakeably prosperous and

knowing air. As for Goodfellow, ho surveyed hum with

admiration quite f ree froin onvy. But Dennis, noting tnhe

sinali dark shop, the baga and bandIes of herba and seeda,

the goneral poor aspect of thinga, and Goodfellow's coat-

bass, tieleas self, shook bis well-oiled hoad, and looked

stoadily at Robin.
IlYe're juat the saine," ho said. Il An' ye'll nover ho

any botter. Neither no botter nor no wurrae. I'd have

little patience wid ye if 1 was bore t.e 500 ye, meddlin' al

day with weeda and potions, liko te an old witch boyant

in Ireland. 1 moind ber well-sbe was a McGinn 1o.00

Ye wouldn't bave known me, did ye say, Robin Good-

fellow ? It's slow ye always were, but 1 doa't wondor at

ye." And Dennis stood up and displayod bis important

person, magnificently arrayed in cheap tweed and flash

jewelbery.
StilI, the market-gardenor was above envy. 11. was not

until McGinn questionod hum about bis habits that bis face

fell and bis heart sank within hum.
IlI ses," said Dennis, mournfnlly sbaking bis head and

beginning to light a monster cigar, IlIt's the saine wid ye

here as it was in the ould countbry. Come-why don't

ye figbt it down, live it down, give np this pokin' along

ould business and start out in something fresb and ho a

man ? "
Goodfellow nmade no decisive reply, hardly an audible

one. Ho rather cbanged the subjeet lzy taking up the

two largo port-folios whicb bhis friend Bannis McGinn had

left upon the counter, and opoaing thein waa much

impresaed by tlhe magnitude and beauty of the books,

engravinga and chromos therein contained. Denais leat

no timo in displaying these to their fullest advantage, and

actually succeeded in talking poor Robin into purchasing

two gigantie chromos, one of Lake Geneva, the other of

the Capitol at Washington. Tbey were unframed, but

bighly glazed, ricbly colouired, and as Pennis put it IlalI

ready for framing " and as for the cost of the latter essen-

tial, Goodfellow could of course take bis own time.

Now, during this interview one of the market-gardea-

er's girls had corne into the shop for an onion or aomething,

nd had been as miuch struck by the dashing exterior of Mc-
Cinn as the susceptible Milesian was by thovisionof an Eng-

ls-cheeked lass of eigbiteen. with yet a colonial neatniess and

superiority of apparel that heightened lier natural charmis

f figure and complexion. MIcCinni, to bc brief, stayed

lnger than hie intended, both on that occasion and subse-

quently, and Goodfellow fell more and more under bis

infiluence.
The shop begari te 1)-0 neglected, net for convivial rea-

ons, for the Irishmnar was supericjr to aIl temptations of

he palate, but froin the long conversations tbat Robin

lield with bis friend, which w-re always to the effoct that

Goodfellow should give up bis business as a slow-paying,

lismal, old-time concern, and go iin with McGinn. To do

bhe Irislîman justice, hie w,"s anxious that R1obin--a pros-

pective father-in--law--should reform, and to this end lie

ahoured assiduously.
'Finally, the resuît lie wished for came about, and

Goodfellow, shamied out of bis weakaiess ami alinost on-

tirely cured, ef t bis Canadian home wvith bis daughters to

seek a new fortune in the United States. -us savings,

quite a considerable sumi, went with imii, and once in tlhe

West, Dennis procured for hini iiew clothing, a good posi-

tion as a canvasser and 5000 xnarried the eldest daugliter.

Behold, two years afterwards, when Goodfellow is

once more in. his old Caniadiftn bome, the change! Hle is

grown stout, even. portly, wears his sandy bair combed.

straigbt back and allows it t.e curi low upon the back of

bis neck. lus clothes are black, and new and comfortable.

His boots shine, and rings glitter upen eitber little finger.

His bat is taîl and shining, and worn a trille to one side.

Ho walks with a prosperous, yet somewhat cunning air.

Ho wears a comiplacent, Eelf-satislied, broad and somiewhat

triumphant smiile. lis accent lias changea, so that you

would nover dreain of bis being an Englishman borni. le

is not se kind te0 bis daughters as hie used to ho. Ho is a

trifle rude to inferiors, especially strcet-car conductors

(presunîably inferiors), and is patronizing and cringing al

at once to superiors. H-e is perfoctly steady, temperate,

a reformed mani. lie makes a fair living and lias grown

abnormally fond of money ; bides it and secretes it, lus

girls say. Il Father is not what ho(. used toe1)c," they

sometimes say, thon reproach theiiselvos for saying it.
lRas ha improved '

A RTTNOTES.

L. R. O'BitlîeN is expected 1.0 retura 1.0 Toronto shortly.

lie sails from England at the close of this month, and

writes that hoe will brin, a collection of water-colours,

depicting the picturesque sceniery of England, with wbich

ho bias been much occupied.

Tuîi? Art Studeats' Lr-agyuo have been showing their

sumimer's sketches at thoir roouns, over the Imiperial Bank,

on Wellington Street. The work shown is nîostly good,

bonest study from nature, and theo bague is dcserving o'f

encouragement and success.

THE exhibition of picturos opeiied at theo now Toronto

.Art Gallery in connection with the Academy of Music, on

Friday eveniang last, is the oîost important collection of

paintings that lias licen oxhibited ini Toronto forisomoe time.

A. notice of some of the principal pictures will appear next

week. The gallery is open daily.

TUiE Ontario Society of Artists arc busy preparing their

plans for carryiag out the schemne of orect ing a building ini

Toronto for art purposes. They aire mneetingr at the office

of Mr. Gagea every Tuesday for this purpose, alla expect

.sbortly te0 proceed vith the practical part of thù undertak-

ing. Their plans will 4hortly ho mado public. TEm PLAR.

MUSIC AN]D iTHE DRA MA.

Mas. LANGTRY moans to signalise bier management of
the St. James Theatre by an early Shakespearian revival,

and the play is to hoe IlAs You Like it," in wbich she will,

of course, appear as Rosalind. Mr. Arthur Bourcdhier bas

been engaged for the character of J aques.

Mit, HENRY GÂDSBY is writing a cantata for Queon's
College, Oxford,, to bc perform(id there in May noxt. The

libretto is founded on Uic story of Ulysses and tlhe Cyclops.

Heelbas also just completed a ballad for chorus and orchcs-

tra, the words of which are selected from the eleventb

poem of Longfellow's "ISaga of King Olaf."

IT is bard t.e soc juiat wbero a prominent London

banquet coules in-cortainly, net perbaps, in "lMusic," or

ini "lThe Draina," but as eatertainmnents of a special kind,

which of course they are, tbey may not bo very far removed

from the usual matter of tlîis columal.

A BANQUET was given at the Whiteball Rooms, Hotel
Metropole, on Wednesday cvening, 1.0 celebrate the cen-

tenary of the existence of the well-known firm of A. & F.

Pears, tbe occasion being made momorable by the presen-

tation of a handsome testimonial te0 Mr. T. J. Barratt, the

managing partnor of tlhe firm, in recogn~ition of the great

services hoe bas rendered to printing, arListic, and kindred

enterprises, by the active part héelbas taken in the develop-

ment of advertising in all its branches. The idea of the

!presentation originated in the mimd of a well-known Lon-

don newspapor proprietor, and no sooner had the sugges-

tion heen made than it was warmly taken up, and began

to assume practicable shape by the formation of an influ-

ential committee. The chairman for the occasion was Sir

.Algernon Borthwick, B3art., M.P., and the company was a

bdistinguished one. Over 200 guesta sat down 1.0 the ban-


