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Ig a favourable occasion. So strong and determined was bis policy thatMr. Mercier found himself at the end of his first session in a more powerý
fui Position than ever.

The Quebec Premier bas been called the " Man of Providence," and
looking at the remarkable series of subsequent victories, it would almost
'Ppear as if lie were befriended by Providence. Since bis return ini 1886by a rather restricted majcority, victory after victory has attended biscourse, by-election after by-election have resuited in the return of bi,80Pporters. Mucli needed reforms have been inaugurated in tbe civil service,enlergy and activity have been infused into the various public departinents,
and special attention bas been paid to the important work of colonization
and agriculture. A new loan of tbree and a balf millions was also nego-
tiated in, a manner that showed that Mr. Mercier was not only a skilfulParty leader but also a sound financier.

Other reforma are in contemplation : many outstanding difficuities arcto bie regulated ; the Provincial deht is to bie consolidated, and thus a largEanounlt of moncy saved te the people of the Province ; furtber attention
la to bie paid to colonization and education, and the Province placed in a
R'ound and prosperous situation.

Eut great as these labours of Mr. Mercier bave been, it was perhaps!ore than anything else his connection with an event of the greatest publicIIIIPOrtance to every section of tbe Dominion that drew the attention ofthe whole country to him, and at once marked him out as one of the most
d'atinguj 5licd figuires and far-seeincr statesmnen in Canadian politios. The

pneîrovincial Conference, conceived and successfullv i naugurated by Que-
b'5 Premier, was undoubtedly, both in its personnel and the far-reacbing

olatur, 0f its resuits, one of the most important gath erings that ever assemn-
bled.- in Canada. Mr. Mercier saw clearly on ai-rivn in power tbat if
Conlfedieration was to bie saved from the dangers wbiclvî tbreatenied it, meanisMust bie taken to get rid of the rotten timbers in tbe structure, and to put

teConstitution on a sound and precise basis. Callin,, to lis ai de the (lis-t"ingj8 e leaders of the otber Provinces, without distinction of party, lie
tougbt their co-operation in a work that was fraugllt witb importance to

theWhoe Dminion. The recuits of the Coniference are fresb in the
'Qinds of ail. After a long and careful consideration of the various ques-
ti0115 t isue, the eads of the diflrent Provinces came to, an areement
Oil odled in a series of resolutions, the carrying out of whicb it is bopedWiltend to aîîay the many difficulties that bave arisen in the past.

r.Mercier's versatile genius again showed itself conspicuously ie0fllecti0 ii with tbe work of the Conference. Tbough the youzigest Pre-
~ie in attondance, hie was the guiding spirit of the Conference, and during,8 Progress displayed a marvellous knowledgye of the Constitution in ailitpet f-is erudition, bis deep research, and the breadtb and strength

feeemdwerc, the admiration of ail prescrnt. At the close of the Con-
le t othere wvas no doubt of Mr. Mercier's position in Canadian politics.

one took a place in the front rank of statesmianship, and tbougbiWr Ponenits bave misrepresentcd bis obJeot, and sougbt to belittie the
thi ime 1portant body, impartial men on hoth sides of politice have

required that changes in the Constitution are in several cases urgently
great ed n hat the work of thec Conference will ultimateiy resuit in

Tohere are many more points iii Mr. Mercier's brilliant andre catieer that migbt lio dwelt upon did time permit. Viewed as ath Part leader, a brilliant orator, anîd a wise ruler, hoe bas heen one ofIlost s1lccessful mon of bis day.A8a Party leader, and the bead of a Government, fis distinguishing
dliarl8i bave already been referred to. As an orator, bie is equally
re . la e ~ r. Mercier's eloquence is peculiar to bimself, and one

qurato bear him to appreciate the force and vigour of bis speech.
eIidoedy Ilaye in Canadian parliamentary life more fervid orators, men
Arun .gwitb a quicker and more subtie magnetism, whose words flow in~ift ,11 torrent of eloquence. Very few possess in an equal degree the

caesil)pressing themselves on an audience. Mr. Mercier may not
t the8 01ieor the elegant diction of Mr. Laurier, nor the largeta. lperioda with whicb Mr. Chapleau deliglits to cover up mucb

Mr. la Cûnonp lace, giving bis audience the delusion of a grand eloquence.
8tr ecn fers eloquence, on the con trary, is a continuai and po werf ulth5 o o014 tacious and convincing logic. Hia eloquence recalîs that of

0ato Rom0an Sonate, in its days Of sturdy republicanism. It is that ofater than a Cicero. The orator must bie heard to be appreciated.
the ddreS'in, anl audience of bis countrymen on the great questions ofdayti, 1 r. Mercier is seen at bis best. Force and sincerity are the
% dev8ot.l8 ing elemients of bis speech. lie speaks from tbe beart witb

tor 0 1 to hie cause that carnies conviction to the minde of bis audi-
a4te OWBthe argument of bis adversaries, and gains comploteof hb8 ' Oer bis hearers. It is as an orator that Mr. Mercier bas won Rome

0of ret 5 triumphs. As a skilful debater and a keen reasoner on the
1~ btterand bas he bas few equals and hardly any superior. lie is ai"ehtt nd a made mnany enemies. [le bas been 0one of the hest
o,,ttoei l'Canadian politios, and bis enemies bave spared no pains to
t'0rW bim. le bas been accused of vast and ambitious designs, and

Y thiig tb t exîsted onîy in the minds of is8 traducers.
4oIe Of the fav ourite devices o i desre st hrehmwt
lite - 'yof El piakîng people, claiming that the rigbts
dol befr oe f thxis Province are net Safe in hlie ad. oh.efthrfromn the truth, and it is only proper that tbe Engiish.

fir'8 lgProvince- of Ontario sbould bave a truc conception of Mr. Mer-
Mr. "0eition in, this respect. Far from being an enemiy of tbe English,~iloritercie. bas always been a zealous defender of the rights of tbe

iital a .G I course as Leader of the Opposition was marked by manyqý chijef eZeabous devetion to their cause, and when boe was placed in
SSt of power, notwithstanding the fact that, blinded by the

prejudices of the moment, the great bulk of the Engulisli-speaking elec-
tors bad refused bim thieir support, witb a fairness and impartiality that
showed him wortby of bis hîgb position, hoe forgot everytbiîig in bis desire

1te do justice to ail sections of the community. Since bis advent te
Ppower the Protestant minority lias had nany signal proofs of bis readineess

te do them justice en ail occasions. lis course in regard to the Protes-
*tant Insane Asylum sbowed hîm to be fully alive te tbeir intereste.
*The -members of the Protestant clergy were given respectful considera.

tien, and s0 prompt and unexpected was the action cf tho Governmient in
giving the required grant, that se emninent an authority as tbe Anglican
Bishop Bond was constrained te publicly tbank the Provincial Premier.
In other Protestant works of a charitable ai-d moral nature lie bas shown
a deep interest, and is always ready to help a good cause. These facte,
which are known te ail, slîould bie sufficiejit guarantee that Quebec's Pre-*mier is imbued with a spirit of fair play towards e,'cry one, witlîout dis-
tinction of creed or enigin.
* The writer bas endeavoured in a cursory way te trace a few of the
alient features of Mr. Mercier's notable career. 1\ucb more migbt lie

said as tbe politicai situation opens up a broad field for speculation and
research. But enoughb las heen outlined to show tlîat the present Premier
cf Quebec is destined to play ne emaîl part iii Canadian politice of the
future. Mr. Mercier is stili yeung, and witlî a physique that can stand agreat deal if hoe will only take proper care of liiself, and liot allow bis
devotion te run away witli bis health. ln personal appearance hoe is the
type of one born to command. His face is suggestive of great mental
power and force of cbaracter. In private life he exlîibits a fund of
gYeniality that bas gained hini a hast cf friends. Ornly forty-eiglit years of
age, bie sbould have many years of us9efulness before limi. Wbat the future
may hold in store for bim is uncertain ;but that Mr. Mercier wili hoe
equal to ail emergencies, that hoe will lie guided by a sincere and earneet
patriotism in ail bis public actions, and that his future cancer will hoemarked by the samne energy, courage, and determination tlîat have nmarked
hic past, there can ho no doubt. Tue political horizon is full of shadows
presaging nicinentous events that nîay tax tlîe energy and patriotieni ofour public men to the utmost ; but wbatever the future miay liold in store
for the young Confederation, 'vo may look te lind standing in the front
rank, arnongst the patrietic phalanx of our public men, the figure of
Honoré Mercier, Premier of Quebec. E. BEAUORAND.

IN RE1TuR1,ý

GivE me your love, 1 give te you
Fresli beart-flowers, blooming, sweet, profuse,

Cut witlî a reokbcess band. They 'grew
Beneath your smile, for youn dear use.

Give me your joy, my joy will leap
To meet and greet it on its way;

Give me your graver theughts ; tbey keep
Their place beside me ail the day.

Give me your grief-still would it shun
Regret, sighs, pity, phrase tliat clicers

Thece burt the wounded heart. Dear eue,
1 hning you naugbt but inward tears.

A. ETHELWYN WETIIERALD.

WITHI NAT1URE IYv MAY.

(Concluded.)
BUT wbat do you cee?' do you still ask ï 1 sc the graceful trillium, the
meet simply graceful of Canadian weod flowers. iDid you nover notice its
stem ? Wberein lies its heauty ?i In gradations, 1 think, gradations hoth
cf form and colour. It is net a straiglit line nor yet a curve, but rather a
senies of cunves imperceptibly 'gliding one into the, other. Its colours, teo,shade off from a red-brown wbero the stem springs from the ground te
a Shinling green at the calyx. I cee the dandelion, a glorieus flowen despite
its cemmonnees. Why sbould commonnese destroy beauty ? I deny that
it dees, any more than repetitien destroys wonderfulîîess Bu Ilnbundreds of dandelions witbeut leaving home, you say.Ye;btdyu
ever examine or admire tbemn wben tbey grow iii your back yard ? I traw
net. Only wben you are in love witit Nature do you love ber niost
insignificant manifestations. Net untîl a maiden is loved are bier finger-tips wersbipped. Have you ever looked carefully at a dandelion ? It wihl
nepay yeu. Botaniste tell us it is many flowert3 cempounded into oe.
Frem its beauty I can well believe it. What a blaze cf yellow these many
petals enkindie, and bow eupenbly that yellew is variegated by the sbad0 ws
of those petals and stamens,-simply hy the shadows. It is a fie wer of one
cingle colour, and that net a delicate one, and of ne peculiar beau ty of form,and yet hy ite miraculous manipulation of the liglit it receives it bocomee
heautiful. 1 sec the hirds' nests. Net flfty yards frôm nîy tent il a dean
little ground-bird eitting on three eggs. A more exquisite picture, a
picture perfect to repletion in its feeling, pathos, tendennees, and, yes,tbougbt, te Bay nothing cf composition and tone, than that littie bien Sitting
on that nest 1 know net. The combination of helplessnecsi,, trustfulnesse and
hopefulness in the expression of the bird, and reflected in every part of
the picture it is uselese te attempt te deScribe. I cee tile weods juet
bursting into leaf, one of the most glorieus eights in the country in May,


