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THE Literature of Railways does nlot seemn a very promnising subject of
popular examiination ; but there cati bp very littie doubt at ail that to the
mind of any business manl there i a good deal of inte-rest in it. No great
public question is more sure to ma e leands on public men, and on those
who handie public afFairs iii the press, than the railway question. It is not
a new question ait ail, for ever sice the tirst railway rail, and since hludson
was king, there lias been a good deai of dicsso regarding railways ; but
it is only withiin recent years that the management of railways, and the
control of the corporations owning and cperating themn, have become miat-
ters of profounid public conecerni .Xnd it i only recently that books hiave
existed dealing with the proulemn.s dîscussed b)y the advocates cf onie or
another formi of control. 'Tue ileti-ions of the iaw courts of the Unîited
States liave, in general, tendIed to give the control of any road extending in
any way beyond the boinidary of a 8State to the, general Goverunieut.
The establishmient of the Railway Commission in England lias, uîî'ler the
direction of the 13oard of Trade, <loue inucli to bring about ail effective and
equitable control over ail railways. And the legislation of Canada lias
specificaily provildc for a strong coutrol by the central Goverumiient in mat-
ters affecting the general welfare.

There are several books on the subject of railways, to which the attenl
tien cf inen of affairs li ty weli le directed. The tît is '' RaiIroads, their
Origin and i>rolleiuis,"~ by Cliarles Frailois Adaîîs, j r., puhîlishied sorte
years aile, recetitly revise(l antI rep1 ilislied, but, iii accortlance wvith a newly-
adopted and very disiîcuest device cf l)tili4hIers, net datted. The volume
is divided into two parts, i.'., ie Geîîesis cf the Iailroal 'Systemn" aîîd
"The Railroad Problemn," with appendices dealinig witli the law relating to

the Miassachusetts Railroad Commission. Ihougli publishied by a respect-
able firm, the book lias noe index, and the hiasty searcher for information
must first set hiiself the task cf poin- ail through the bock, wvhich in these
days is not necessary, as a rule, iii books of at refereîîce character. No
atteînpt wbatcver was mnade by the anitior to put forth bis very intelligent
work in even the mcost cobninocî forin cf usefulneSs, witlî divisionis, or indi-
cations cf the contents. 'The volumne bias coiisequeiitly been lookeýd on witlî
senme degree cf aN, ersioin, eveni by tiiose whc wislîed to u tilize it. The lirst

part cf the volumje is duvoted to a briof history cf the railway system cf
the United States, quite iliteresting, but net novel.

The second part deals with the Railrcad Problcmn, which may bc
described bcst iii Mr. Adanîs's cwn words. le says :

'As events hiave <ievel> 1îed theinselves it bias l)ecoliie apparent tlîat the
reccgnized laws cf trade operate but iîîîp'orfectly at best in regulating the
use madle of these iinolern tiiorcu gli lares by tiiose wlio tieuns both own and
mlonlopolîze thein. ('neuîtly tu pol itical governienits cf the various
counitriIes have been calied upoît iii soin( wvay to mîake good thrcughi legis-c Z
latioîî the tieticifqncies thu revealcd iii the xvorkiîîg of. the nlatural laws.
This is the Railroad Prcblemi.

Mr. A.damis discusse.4 and describes the rail way systenîs and legisiaticu
of the United States, Great Britain, i3eigiumî, anti France, ecdi diflering in
detail ami direction, but ail involving very mcceli the saie prohîleu îs w-;
regards thc public anI commerce anti thc State. 1lis views lean towartls
a rigid surveillance cf the railway corporations. Il They need constantly te
feel," hie says, Il that a policemnans oye i on thein." 1-e docs not place any
faith in competiticli. Hie says :"I Carrying, now, the argument dircctly
into the case of railroads, and hiaving recourse again to experience, we find
that railrcad competition lias beenl tried aIl over the worId, and that every-"
whîere, coflsciotisly or uncoiisciotisly, but with eie consent, it is slowly but
surely bcing abanloned. In its place tic princîphe cf responsible and
regulated mnonopciy is asserting itseif. Tbe sanie process, varied only by
the diflering eccncîuical, social, and political habits and modes of ticuglit
of the people, is ,oill(y on in France, in Belgium, in Germany, aîîd in Great
Britain." lis main, iclea is that concentration cf railway interests anti
supervision by tie State, b)y luCans of a commission, is the plan, whiclî wiil
afford the best guarantee to the public against tue abuse cf the great
powers necessarily entrusted to railway corporations. In addition to Mr.
Adams's book on the IlRailway Prob)lemu," the reader is directed to blis
volume on IlRailway Accidents," in which there is a history cf railway
accidents since the death of lluskisson, and a great fund of sugges-
tivo criticism for the improvement of life-saving and accident-averting
appliances.

One of tie newest Englisli publications is a hittie volume of essays or
letters by Il Hercules," publisied in 1885 in London; in which there is a
good deal of discussion on the Railway Commission, excessive charges, pas-
senger traffic, classification of rates, control of the railways by Governrnent,
and the legishation required for an improvement of existing arrangements.
Chapter laine of this littie book contains an intelligent account of the Railway

Acts anti Commissions. since 1840, andi is anl excellent guide to the officiai
literature cf the sub jeet. It brings down tie histcry te the Chieap Trains
Act cf 1883, ami discusses nieasures as Jeate as Mr. Chîambcrlain's Il Bill to
amiend the regulationi cf Riailways Acts " cf 1884. The uîecessity for the
strongest (ioxernînciv control i isistî-l ou in thîis volume. As a guide
to ail railway legiSlen' o, tlîis hittle volum11e is very ulseful inidcd, and wil
prove valuahîle to ahl businîess and professicitai ilin.

The next candidate for acel)tance is the very iatest. I t is Calicd Il Rail-
road Transportation, ILS llIESor1y aîîd Laws,," by Aîthîur T. l-ladiey, who is

one of the Commî iissioliers cf Labour Statistics cf the State cf Connecticut
and ant instructor in politicai scitene iii Yale (Cillege. Mr. lladley's
obJect is to Ilpreselît cleariy the more imîportant facts cf Amnerican raihroad
business and expiain the principies iinvoiveci ; antI, second, to compare the
railway legisiaticu cf diffrrnlt couittries anti the resuits achieved." Ile
discusses the mocdern trinsl)ortaiin systelîl, tînt growti cf tic United
States internai Commerce, raiiway ownersbip anti railroad speculation,
comlpetition and combiliaticu iii thecry and practice, railroad charges and

discrimnîiations, the legisiation anti systoîns cf Etîgianul, France, Germany,
Itaiy, etc. ; and the resuits of State railroatl management. Mr. lladley

says :

Thiero is a strong popular feeling, te a large extent unstispected by
tiiose iii authority, iii faveur cf Governinet't owncersliip cf raiiroads as a
systelîl. No onle Caui have mieil to (lo witlh the moîre thîoughtfui working.
mt-n withcut findimg out hîow sitroîîg that feeling is, anti what hopes are
baseti upoil it. Thte filet tchat tChe î1 îîsticu is not now umuior discussion
îîîust not blimol us te tdi- fact tlîat fortes are lit wt)rk whichin ay prove ail
but revolutîcîtary xvhîex t le questioni actuai ly deoes coine unther discussion.
If it ho truc tliat (iovernient railroatî owuo(rsihip wcuid bo a iiost sorious
political iinisfortuîîe fer tihe Unîiteud Statos, wo iiiust bc proparcd to meet
thte danîger wîith our eýyes. openi. Jiess wve are abule to face it inteihigenthy,
aîîd to show reasoxis for or action, tho wide(sprcadL( feeling' in its favour
wîill prove toc streîig for- us. I t înay miot coic fer many years ; lîut the
lemes tof the- (rane gl îoveîîîeuit show piaiîily ciit)ughi wlîat forces wiil lie
belhînd it wileil it dIot-s cein.

'Ihns boo0k it) doubt colitailis the latest anti ccliiiletest accournt of the
subject ; and àt is îiy ail1 eds tht- -oînphotcst bock cf refoeoco to foreign

reports, hlue btoks, anul laws. Thie tuthcr gives at the hîcad cf ecd chapter
ail the authni-it es leit-lî filuid oi the- suli)'jeot lit is dealing' with, Englishi,
Atm-rita, antI foreigni. Tilus t wviole library cf raiiway works is referred
te Iîcre. 'lhe latest statistics are aise giveii of the railway iuterests of the
varieus nations of the worhd.

Ail thiese books are very interestimig, thougli, e xcopt for a special pur-

poe, they arc miot vol-y lively r-adîig.l Business imonu and railway iion
and politi-inis aîid journi:lists ivili, howover, l id thicir accout ii procur-
îng' and studyimig tui-iili ani it is foi- that <-casoît special attention ia
diroctoti te tdiin. M. J. G.

LORD BEA CUNSFIELD'8 LETTERS l' 11 JSIST5ER.

humEý collection cf Lord J3eacoilstielîl's Il omne Letters whiciî Mr. R1alph

D)israeli publishieti hast year lias leico followeîi by a ilîuch larger and far
mocre val unife sent-s. 'Flise later volumts forin excellent biographica i
miateriai thicre is uardIv a duhi or uninstu-uctive page iii the collection.
hhey are full cf wvit anfi epigralli, with touches tlîat illustrate tue clîarac-
ter cf the writer anti thet historical evexîts cf lus timmie. Front themn we
miake tuio following excorpts -

Bulwor was lus lirst social godfathor, aîît lîcre is Disraeli's description
of a party at Bulweî-'s iii February, 1832 :

XVe liad a vu-iy brilliant reunion ait 13ulwer's iast iiht. Aî<îong the
notables werc Lords Stritiigfordl and Muigrave, with the latter cf whîom I
hiac a great tîcai cf co' i-ai n d Cont d'Orsay, tue faiteus Parisian
dandy ;tliero ivas a largte sprînkling cf biuî.s-Lady Mor-gan, Mrs. Norton,
L. E. L., etc. linlwer caine tmp te mue, saifi, Il Tuwre is onie bitte wbo insists
upomi art intr-oduction.'' Il Ohi, îiny dea- fehlow, 1 canuiiot really, the power
cf repartut ]lias dusertefi 1i' b hav'e piedged myslf-you must ceonte;"
s0 hie led nit( te a v.ery suiiiptuous pt-rsonago, lookimîg hike a full-blown. rose,
Mrs. (icIe. Albaniy Foîiiblam 1 îîct, mîîy critie, watt ii tic î-ooîî ; but 1 did
net sec hîinîî . .The Mn. llaNvkimis, wvlo itiade at wondcî-ful speech, and
who, ah thotigli lie squiîited hoiblly, was the nlext day votcd a Cupidon,
anti lias silice lest is4 beauty by a faihure, anti niiy ethers, wlîom in tuis
hurry J. canimot recail-Charlos Villiers, flenry Ellis, etc. 1 avoided L. E.
L., who looked tht- voîy personitication cf B3roiiptoi-piiuk satin dresa and
whiite satin shees, î-cd clioeks, sîîub neose, antI hier hair à~ la Sapphto.

At the îïext party at Bulwer's, Disr-aeli was to meet a person who
afterwards played a very important part in his hile ; and te those who knew
Lady Beaconsfiehd in later years the passage wvill be net less curieus than
interesting :

1 was introduced Ilby particuhar desire " to Mrs. Wyndiam Lewis, a
pretty littie wemail, a flirt, and a rattie ; indeed, gifted with a vohubiity
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