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Paw of the Great Bear.
formal baptism the Greek Church
did nothing to Christianize
People. One idea, however,
Seem to have impressed very deeply
on their native mind, that they;

must not change their religion. So,é
many of the older people solemnly

assert that they are of the Greek

1
Beyond

the {
they

‘church, though beyond the name

they know nothing of it. These samei
ine. |
e 1mg,l charm is in Father Jette's own

»old- people are perfectly
anxious indeed, that their children

should be of the Roman faith. They]|

will say: “Yes, these children are of

your faith; vou must instruct them,

1
: i

as for us we are of the Russian

<hurch.” 1

_ Father Jette has much that is)
Intensely interesting to tell of thei
Indian and Eskimo customs. A few|
of the other Indians and many of|
the Eskimos, he savs, vet cling to.
bigamy, however, the marriage of
two wives, not polygamy. The
most strict and exact set of con-
ventions surrounds the family re-
lations. In the house one wife sits
1o the left, the other to the right of
their liege lord. The house is al-
ways built on the bank of the
Tiver, between river and forest, so
that from their places of sitting
the wives are known as the river-
stde wife and the woodside wile.
Of the two, the riverside wile is
the chief, though the children of!
the two wives seem to be on an

equality in every way.
Among the Eskimos a very
peculiar custom prevails. Fach

village has its Kasim or Kashga,
a sort of club house at which all. the
en of the village meet. It is a
very large place, provided well with
bunks and all sorts of Eskimo
luxuries. In the winter the men
live in this club, the women Te-
maining in the huts. Here the men
work and amuse themselves gener-
ally, while the women at home
Prepare food and bring it to them
three times a day. A stranger in
the village is “put up” at this club

So among the missionaries it has
become almost proverbial that|
these people at any rate cannot be|
taught by parables. ;

They have their folk lore, how—i
ever, and Father Jette, understand-
ing their language perfectly, eating|
and sleeping in their houses, and,
getting their confidence er.xtn'el_v,;
has learned a great deal of it. But
he savs, a great part of its charm’
is in the telling. Certainly a great

telling of some of these tales, but;
they probably could not be wellé
rendered in cold print.

As soon as his book is finished, |
which will be in the course of al
week or two, Father Jette intends!
to return to his parish— the:
farthest north of his church in
North America.—Free Press, June
7 |
MONASTERY IN

A TRAPPIST
JAPAN.

Japan is hardly the country in |
which one expects to find a Trap-|
pist monastery, yet there is such a
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monastery near Hakodate, the
principal port of Hokkaido, the
most northerly of the five large 1s-
lands which go to form the main
part of the Japanese empire. H9k-;
kaido is bleak, cold, covered with
primeval forest (at least for the
most part), and inhabited not only
by Japamese settlers, but by the
aboriginal inhabitants, the hairy
Aino, a most singular people. o

On the occasion of a recent visit
to this outlying port of the
Mikado's empire, I went from Hak-
odate to the Trappist momastery
above mentioned. It is reached in
a few hours by steam 1aun§h, be-
ing situated at a little distance
from the little fishing village of
Tobetsu and at the foot of a for-
bidding-looking mountain called
Maruyama (Round Mountain). '}‘he
monastery is a white, barn-like,
one-storied structure about two
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ces, and all very recollected, de-
vout and almost angelic-looking.
The Trappists had no difficulty
in obtaining thirty-seven hectaires
of virgin soil from the Japanese
government, and they have brought
the most of it under the plough,
their principal crop being corn. In
their byres they keep about thir-
teen Japanese cows, two fine Hol-
stein cows, several calves, and one

fire Holstein bull. There are also!
seven or eight horses, all of them!

Japanese; that is to say, by no
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means famous, and mostly used
for ploughing. I have, however,
seen Japanese boys employed by

in a Kashga as a guest of the
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“no hesitation in accepting gifts
from the whites and for these they
do not return thanks profusely. So
they are blamed for being greedy.
As a matter of fact they give quite
as freely as they receive. The prin-
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niche near the sum-
of
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height, 1
cross, and 1n a )
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their agricultural
Trappists have a school and an or-
phanage.

Here in Kokkaido the ’l‘rappists:i
lead the same severe life as they
lead in FEurope, living only on W. JORDAN
veg'etabl'e§, fruit and bread; work-; - o
ing six hours a day with their Telephone 750.

hands, and getting up at two in' Fort St., cor Portage Ave.
the morning to pray.

have less—and who can say the
Principle is not a good one?”’

In a great many cases in the
north, when white men were 1o
ftieed, the Indiams, though pooT,
cheerfully shared what they had
Wwith them. ;

“Once,” said Father Jette, twhen|
teaching in a village a long wayl
from headquarters,' my stock of

.hejghten,*the:‘(disn‘xal effect, .t'here
was, on the occasion of my visit an
entire absence of life and movement
in the surrounding lam}‘dscat.pe—not
a living thing being in sight ex-
cept a large raven perched motion-
less on one arm of the cross of the
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Thus,,” continued Father Jette,
Was reproved.” |

In one respect the natives of thel
far north are very different from|
their brethren of the plains. Thei

they leave the stable until return.
No trunks carried.
No collector, pay the driver.

account of their isolation to be un-
usually hospitable. ' .
Into a detailed description of this
nastery 1 need not enter, as all
arrangements are the

snowshoes in order to .coll*ect fuel
on the mountain side is a whole-
some break in the monotony of
their lives. The monastic museum,
which also contains a few snakes,
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