
234 . THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.

mind by conflicting counicils) should say, "dBefore I adopt and recommend to
my countrymen this religion wbich you call Christianity, I would see something
of its practical working and effeet. I will look around your cities and towns,
see your institutions, and your social and political life, and from these be better
able to draw conclusions as to the value of your religion for our purposes."l He
starts out, flrst having been assured that the fundamental moral code of
Christianity is to Illove your neigbbour as yourself," its doctrinal idea being that
God is the Common Father, and ail mankind are brethren. Suppose, like a
shrewd observer, instead of allowing himself to be taken possession of by the
ministers and carried round by the leading men of the churches, he goes
about by night and by day among the people with bis eyes and ears open to
learn what hie can of the fe of the people, and see the influence and effect of
their religion on them. Suppose he should first make a tour among the churches
and see the magnificence and grandeur there, would he not be awed and
impressed, if not with the glory and magnificence of the architecture,
yet with'the devotion and self-sacrifice of the people, who have voluntarily
taxed tbemselves for the bonour and glory of the God whom they worship ?
Perhaps; yet he well knows that in bis own country ail this was done ages ago,
and in much greater magnificence. He is too muchi of a philosopher, however,
not to give full credit to the well-meaning devotion of the people (due deduc-
tion having been made for the mortgages yet unpaid). But he goes from the
churches to the homes of somne of the worshippers. If the church wvas
gorgeous, the home was more gorgeons still. He is enter-tained in princely
st3èe, and is profoundly impressed with the advantagss of Cbristianity and
Christian civilization. As be retires at night, in the quiet of bis botel lie bas
visions of what this religion will do for his country. Next morning be falls in
with somne pleasant acquaintances he bas made, to wbomn be pours out his
beart toucbing the revelations being made to bima day by day concerning tbe
religion whose practical social influences he is seeking to discover. The friends
listen to bis story of the iuxurious and bospitable home be bas visited, but,
*with an ill-concealed. leer, tell him it is ail very fine for such a man to be
hospitable to strangers and dispilay bis wealtb, for every dollar of it be bas
filched fromn the public treasury in one way or another. or acquired in ratber
disreputable ways. The Hindoo says notbing, but quietly makes a note of the
alleged fact. He next makes an effort to see tbe inside of somne of the bouses
of the humbler citizens, and accompanies tbe Healtb Officer in bis rounds of
inspection. This officer's dtity calîs bim, wbere filth is suspected, and of course
the stranger is appalled. He bimself, from. natural taste and from, long babit,
is scrupulously dlean. Indeed, it has hitherto been a part of bis religious creed
to be cleanly in his person and in his habits, and is astonished that Cbristianity,
if so much. superior to bis old faith, as he bas frequently been told,-astonished
that it can tolerate so much festering, disease-breeding filth. "Are flot tbese
people Christians ? " he asks the officer. "Oh, yes; I suppose we bave no
right to question it." "lDo they own these miserable hovels where they
burrow and breed disease ?"l IlOwn themn? no." ilThen why do not the
authorities pull tbem down, and purify the air' and save the city from
pestilence?" "lIlOh, tbey have no rigbt to destroy private property; tbese houses
are valuable, they bring in quite a large rentai." IlRentaI? Do tbese people
pay anything for so doubVtful a privilege as living in these places ?"I Pay?
Wby, yes, of course they do, and have to." "lTo whomn? " "T'lo tbe owner."
"To the owner? And who may he be-does he caîl bimself a Christian ?"I
"Wby, tbey are owned by Mr. So-and-so, and he is one of the Ieading men in

one of our most fashionable churcbes." Il Mr. So-and-so !why, he is the gentle-
man at wbose bouse I have been so bandsomely entertained ! Andbe believes,
and wants me to believe, that God is the Father of ail, and tbat aIl mankind
are bretbren. I bave saine doubt about his' belief; I fear he only thinks be
oug-ht to believe this, instead of reaiiy believing it-for if he really believed, be
could not think of exacting pay for such death-traps as tbese." Tbe healtb
officer, who is a practical man, says, "lMy friend, you are too tbeoretical; you
Orientais are apt to be, I believe; we Occidentaîs are practical-eninently
practical, sir, in our social and in our religious life. Just look at our hospitals,
sir, and our E{ouse of Refuge and Industry." "lPractical; yes, I see. One
class of the people make money out of these bealth-destroying dens, and when
disease overtakes the poor people, they are put into the hospital to be cared for
by another class-very practicai. My ftiend wboentertained me so andsomely
the other day, is a much more practical man than I had suspected."

Next morning finds tbe enquiring Hindoo in the Recorder's Court, to see
sornething of that side of our Christian civilization. A motley crowd is there-
men and womnen, old and young-and one after another they each receive tbeir
sentence of more or less of fine or imprisoniment, and they each pay down and
are released, or trudge off to be boarded at tbe expense of the public. "4But,"$
he inquires, Ilwho are these women wbose fines are $40, or a week in prison ?"I
"lOh, these," he is informed, "1are the keepers of bouses of bad repute." "lIdBut
1 bave just observed that saime of these men, for being simply intoxicated,
bave received long sentences in prison. Is that because intoxication is a more
heinous offence in Christian eyes tban the keeping of sucb bouses ?"I Tbe
person he is now in conversation with is a good jeal df a fanatic, and sa tells
hirn that these womnen cari easily pay the large fine, because tbey bave many
w/ealthy friends, and tbis is one of tbe easy ways to repîenish a wasted treasury.
IlWe, Sir, are a praçtical people, and feel proud of it."l "dSo I observe," said
t.he meditative Hindoo, and made a note of it.

He found no difficulty in arranging (for a golden consideration) with an
officer of the law to bave himself conducted on a tour of observation among
ýhse houses which seemed to be sucb a source of revenue to the Court of this
enliflCfltly practical Christian people. it was not difficult for bim to recognize
ft Êaces of some of tbe women hie saw in tbe Court. "But,", be observed,

these are fine houses, and finely furnished. Do these women own then ?"
" Oh, noi; they only lease them, and a beavy rent they have to pay for tbemn
theY could flQt get thern for sucb purposes except they paid a large relit."'
IlBut who cai be willing to let tbemn bave thera for such purposes ?" ilVarlous
PaXties. Three. 0 f thçse bouses are owned by Mr. So-and-so."1 "dMr.
So-aiid-so 1 ýWhy, that 1is the gentleman at whose bouse. I bave been enter-
tàinedinasuch prirtely stylç."1 "Like enough." "lBut," pursed the Hiýndoo,
'"ia it in -accordance with your religion to encourage such places ?"I The

officer could only sbrug bis shoulders and say IlWe are an eminently-
practical people, and Mr. So-and-so is hîgbly esteemned for bis practical
sagacity. Witb a perplexed air be returned to bis botel, took from bis satchel
bis newly-acquired text-book of Cbrîstianity, read over the sermon on the
Mount, and felt more puzzled than ever bow to harmonize tbe practices of tbe
people witb their tbeories. He felt somebow that the solution of tbe problenm
was in the generally acknowledged fact tbat we are a practical j4eople, but he
telI asieep at las t, vainly attempting to discover bow it could ail be. .No wonder
that bis sleep was disturbed witb troublous and perplexed dreams, nor that-
early he was waked by unwonted noises on the streets, for multitudes of armed
men bad invaded the city. After a burried breakfast be enquired what ahl this
could mean. IlMean, wby this is a precaution of tbe authorities for 'the pre-
servation of the public peace and the protection of property.", "lBut, pray, wbo,
intends to disturb the peace or destroy property ?" And bis companion now,ý
being an ardent supporter of the Catzaic side of the question, and editor of an
evening paper, and, of course, well informed, tells him Ilthat certain blood-
thirsty Protestants, having taken a vow to destroy ail Catholics, or, at least,
destroy Catbolic domination, intend to seek an opportunity to carry out their
sworn and infamous intentions." "lBut these armed men, will they flot endeavour
to restrain the savagery of these wicked murderers ?" IlWeil, that is flot s0
clear." "lBut are tbey flot brougbt bere to preserve tbe peace and protect
property ?" IlWeil, tbeoreticalîy, yes ; practically, no. Tbey are brougbt bere-
to suistain tbese insulting assassins." Il But will tbey do it-wiîl tbey stand
calmly by and allow themn to injure persons; or destroy property?" IlTheoretically,,
no practically, yes. Our people, sir, feel insulted and enraged, and we cannot
be responsible for the result if these cut-tbroats marcb our streets.",

The wily Hindoo suspected there might be another side to this question-
these Christian questions, be found, bad so many sides, that be determined ta
find out. He had no difficulty in discovering a man who iooked at the matter
fromn a slightly different point of view, a man wbo said the time bad fully come
wben peace-loving and law-abiding citizens ougbt to be able to find out wbether
they cani proceed to churcb tbrougb these streets without being murderously
assaulted*by emissaries of the Pope, tools of the priests"I tume that we had
found out wbether Protestants bave any civil rights that Catholics are bound to-
respect. These armed men are bere to-day to keep back the blood-thirsty mob
from interference witb a peaceable procession of Christian men on their way to
cburch." "lBut what do these men want to go to cburcb for?" "lIlFor! they
desire there to thank God that He delivered them from. the enthraîment of a
degrading superstition, and there to renew their vows to Him to be faitbful and
true to the îîght which He bas given to them." "dBut cari you imagine wby
these otbers sbould seek to interfere with tbemn? " IlTbey imagine it is an
insult to their religion, they are taugbt to believe so, and thus the feud of-
centuries is kept alive and the batred of the fathers is banded down to the sons."'
"An insult to their religion? Am I tben mistaken in supposing that the religion
of botb parties is the Christian religion ? I have been told by authorities on
hoth sides that Cbristianity is their religion. I merely ask for informnation."ý
IlTheoretically it is the samne; practicaîly it is flot." "lDo flot both partiee
dlaim to worsbip the same God? Do they flot both caîl Hlmi Father? Do
they flot botb acknowledge the precepts of His alleged Messenger, Jesuis of
Nazareth, to be their nule in practice?" IlIlTheoreticalîy, yes ; practically, nlo."1
IlShaîl 1, then, bave to conclude, notwitbstanding, the assurances I bave
had that you are a j0acticai people, tbat it is only an illusion, and
that you are not reaîly so ? or shail I bave to conclude tbat in the matter of
money-making only you are practical, but in your religion onîy theoretical ?Your religion, as I have heard of it fromn your missionariest ycuty
looks fairly enough, aside from, some metaphysical puzzles and theological
conundrurris, but they told us nothing of hový it worked ini practîce, and I have
come bere to find out-but I must say my impressions of it are flot very
favourable. When I examine your theories and seek to understand tbem, you,
tell me yout are a practical people, and wben 1 look at your p .ractice it is certainîy
a very pou recommendation of your theories. Is it flot pretty evident that
much of your pretention to superiority and adVancement is emnpty and mislead-
ing. Yoti affect to take a Prince of Peace for your leader and guide, but you
murder each otber and fancy you are doing bum a'service. Is it possible that
this cani be the natural and dilegîtimate outcome of the teaching of this Nazarene.>
Sirs, "I woi/d seejestis," "whereis he tobe found?"

The prying Hindoo is supposed to have gone West to further prosecute
bis enquiries. _______________

DOMESTIC ECONOMY.

Clean Ceiiars.-Cellars in bot weather, as well as cold, sbould'be thoroughly
cleaned. Every particle of decaying animal or vegetable matter should be
removed. The walls and ceilings should be whitewashed. To each bucket Of
wash made with lime add one-quarter of a pound of glue, dissolved in bot water;,
also one-quarter of a pound of carbolic acid. This will drive off flues and keep
away foui. odors. Every cellar sbould be iooked after. Diphtheria or scariet
fever are often the first warning of a foui. cellar.

STAINS.-.FrUit Stains upon compound colours are difficuit to remnove. If-
acid, a little ammonia will sometimes restore the colour, but neyer to its original
brigbtness. Froni linen and white material, fruit and wine Stains may be
removed by a weak solution of cbloride of lime or sulphurous acid, or solution
of hypo-suîpbate of soda, and after washing out with a solution 'of muriatic
acid, i part to 12. The latter bleaches sponges and feathers.

Stains of Paint may be removed, bowever bard.and old, by a sulphide of
carbon. The clothes should be exposed to the air to allow the smnell ta
evaporate.

Oit Stains may be remnoved in the same unanner as paint Stains with.
sulphide of carbon or strong liquor of ammoflia. The latter sbould be kept in
every famiîy to use in Washing clothes that are mucb greased or soiled. When
a-emoving Stains froni carpets, aîways put a cloth under the stain, to prevent the-dust frorn the floor being taken up.

Varnish Stains, even if very old, niay be remoaved by sulphide of carbon..
Several applications may be necessary.


