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THE UGLIFICATION OF OTTAWA AND
QUEBEC.
io‘:lve hear a great deal of talk .about. the beautifica-
Visig; of .Ottawa, but to an old inhabitant of Ottawa,
the f:g lt'again recently, after some years of absence,
ttav:St- impression is that the gene:ral t.)eauty of
ablg ia' is less than it was. It has received irrecover-
middl:l“fy fro-m the entrance of the C. P. R. into the
-a ¥ fOf the city .from across the river. Formerly the
& therorP the bridges over the canal was agr.eeable
Seds t}S)Ide. of the ‘‘deep cut;” and, on the side to-
Possegq; e river, there: was a view which woul.d be a
Sendiy 1on f.or an?r cnt?'; looking down the wide des-
? With ti l'a.vme wn}.) eight locks connecting the canal
Meng Bﬁ. rl_ver ; a high bluff on eachside ; the Parlia-
? OtheUQdmgs on one, the trees of Major's Hill on
. r; the' wide river at .the bottom, and, beyoad,
v‘ composg‘f' of hl".S on the Gat}neau. Here was a noble
. Citl ;lon which though viewed from't!w very cen-tre
Sawy :jld no note of the' ugl)_r necessme's of city hfe.
! boriag 4 rlmll on th.e opposn?e side of the river had pic-
o value as a d_lstant object. The descendm'g locks
spect:(‘:l:turesque. in them?elves and in?erestu-lg as a
|0cks ’ e YVhen in operation. The ravine, tmth the
i Unning down. t‘he bottom as a central' object, was
| s onuré.ll composition. But all that is changed.
in i, € side the ravi'ne is ledged to let the C.P.R. come
of them ‘acro§s the nve.r. The ravine, the fore groun.d
bver rv'lew, is tl{us rulnefi for ever, and a large canti-
5 ing th:ﬂ'road- bridge fiomllnates the whole scene, cross-
|ty hnver in the middle of the view. We have been
i a§ ard .for a generation to acquire a taste for iron
fon it archltectura.l material ; b.ut it is of no use.
ury o not an archltectur.al material. 'Whatever it may
structiut to be as a Enaterla! for use in concealed con-
it ob_"".' as a visible object there is no doubt about
| s A jectionableness. Iron is ugly, and an iron bridge
| 45 0utugly object. Its only merit is size, which puts
thay, of scale x.vith the rest of the landscape. All this
[ of lhgeh Tdrawmg ugliness across the scene on one side
| Cang bbrlfiges, and making a shunting yard of the old
thay hasm on the other—is in ?rder that a railway,
| “Sent, as already entered the city not far from the
| €, may have a new entry and another station.
: ae[eVEr the convenience of the present station, it is
p°8it;20u'gh to m'ake up for the d.isadvar'xtage of its
d°ing a, The.re is ‘always. a precisely nghf way of
thOU"heVet‘y.thmg. [t requires only two conditions—
ght, which people are sometimes willing to give,
A Money which they cannot always find  But in a
Concerning the beauty of Ottawa, somebody
§thteto have suppl?ed the thought; and, if a stat.ion in
enienr spot—a Union Station avoiding all the incon-
s ce of Fhe p.resent double arrangement, cost more
ards{l.‘\ryhlch is doubtful —there would be no great
ip in requiring the C. P. R. to spend it.
eau(:;ti? .thought and money are being spfent now in
: beautifymg Ottawa by details. The details may .be
Whero ul when one gets to them, but the one po.mt
oy e.Ve'rybo dy gets to every day was beautiful
a gh if it had been merely preserved from ugliness,
that was been allowed to invade it.

| t?ot_her railway is threatening Quebec. The L. PR
{ n its work there too, in getting for its hotel a site

'Mpinges upon Durham Terrace, if it does not
By great good fortune the
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building is not amiss.

powering for the Cape, but scale is increasing all over
the town and whatever the total effect may be, the
size of the hotel is likely to be balanced. It may also
be said with truth that the great view from Durham
Terrace gives pleasure to more eyes and does more
good to Quebec when the Terrace site is occupied by
an hotel than if it were occupied by a public building.
But this is a happy accident. These benevolent pur-
poses are not likely to have directly actuated the
C. P. R. in getting possession of the site nor of the
party—the party in power—who gave it to them.
The public needs to beware of the railways.
Their service is necessary but it is not necessary
that they should be our masters. They are
concerned only with making money. The amenities
are nothing to them; and, when they are taking steps
to destroy beauty in order to save themselves money,
they do not first lay the matter before the public who
value beauty. They lay the matter before some one
who will get it “‘through” for them with the least dis-
turbance, and, before the public know anything about
it, the thing is settled beyond recall.

It is probably news to most of our readers that the
Champlain Market at Quebec, the foreground of the
view from Durham Terrace, (or Dufferin Terrace as is
seems to be all called now,) is doomed, in order to serve
the purposes of the Grand Trunk Pacific. That railway
will have its station right under the terrace; and in-
stead of the Champlain Market—a respectable building,
in the right scale, sufficiently imposing without attract-
ing too much attention to itself—we are to have a
passenger station which is sure to be big and must be
either truthfully ugly or falsely and painfully fine; and,
seen from above as it will be, will probably show up
as both ugly and false. But the building is only an
item in the change. The exchange from the human
interest of the markat to the ugliness and noise of a
train yard is painful to think of. Who will want to
bang over the railways of the terrace when this substi-
tution is made? It will be no more all delightful. The
distant view will remain, butone will shrink back from
the edge to look at it and try to forget the existence of
the railway.

Is this necessary for the prosperity of Quebec ? Nota
bit. The prosperity of Quebec is bound to come with
the increase of the tonnage of steamers, which makes
it difficult for them to go up to Montreal. When
commerce Wwas carried on by sailing vessels, which
could not get further than Quebec without the aid of
steam tugs, Quebec was an active port. With the in-
crease of steam and the decrease of sailing vessels its
importance declined, until now, as a port, it is almost
dead. Butits turn is coming again. Already the large
C. P. R. steamers have to make OQuebec their ter-
The Grand Trunk Pacific is building the big-
1 bridge in the world in order to get there in
time for the trade; and it would get there all the same
if it had been forced to go round behind the town and
enter at St. Roch’s. There are docks there and room
for more, so that it could do some of its freighting
business there as well as the delivery of passengers—
which is all this article is intended to advocate. For
passengers, the hills on this side of the town are far the
more convenient for coming and going to a station.
Mountain Hill is too steep for a loaded cab. It would
be really less strain upon a horse, drawing a load from
Chathplain Market, to go round to Palace Hill, Ocean
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