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DEPRECIATION IN CURRENCIES RECOGNIZED

New Ruling of Customs Departmeiit -Now Being Enforced-
Stili Ulncertainty About Determining Carrent Rate

(Special to Tlh, Mloietary limies.>

Ottawa, Sept. 30, 1920.

P ROVISION for vaiuing European currencies at current
rates rather than at par of exchange is contained in an

order uf the customas department, signed by R. R. Farrow,
commiusioner of customs. This order is dated Juiy 22, 1920,
but was distributed just a few days ago. It relates Vo
section 59 of the Customes Act. Sterling invoices are stili to
be valued at par, according to this order, but it is under-
stood that the current rate is shortly to, be applied Vo, imiports
from the Ujnited Kingdomn also. The order c7eads;-
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In some cases investigation has shown that the law is
not being compiied with through ingnorance of its provisions.
In others there have been deliberate evasion, and prosecu-
tions in several score of cases are being inîiated. The fuill
penalty will be asked to, the end that the effeet be salutary.
In]anid Revenue officers, by visiting stores and making pur-
chases, have detected many cases ut evasion. A staff of
thirty expert auditors, distributed over the different Inland
Revenue divisions, has Just been appuinted to check uj, and
see that the Treasury in getting the revenue it is entitled to.

Appeals Against Railway Decision

Ten appeais have been entered to the government
against the award of the Raîlway Commission in the railway
rates case. The hearing before the Cabinet commenced
yesterday. The grounds upon which variation of the judg-
muent lu sought are essentially the same, and one appeal for
ail is really suiient, It is antieipated that the cases will
ho consolidated so that the proceedings may be abbreviated
as far as is possible. The muat vigorous objections corne
fromi the west, though various organizations in the east are
also prutesting. The guoverrament bas power to, reverse or
vary the fanding of the comnmission, but it has nover been
dune. The fact that lion. J. D). Reid, M4inister uf Raiiways,
has already pronounced judgment by justitying the award,
and the further tact that the tarif s are now in oporation,
inspire considerable duubt as tu whetjber anything will be
done till the ne'w rates have had a try-out.
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