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07 (Continued from our losi.)) ‘

" Liet usnow passin review the scenes which we
Jare been contemplating, and cast a husty glance at
the most striking features of the new picture,

“ 'What encouraging and consoling symploms are
observable in Spain! TReduced by Nupoleon’s inva-
sion to the consciousness of her force and her dignity,
of which a long and miserable despotisin had led her
%o ‘'doubt 3 and then thrown,as we have been, intothe
sanguinary horrors of revolution and civil war, she
has seen Catholicism surviving the spoliation of the
>hureh, the profenation aad burniag of lier monas-
teries, and the murder of her monks. The new tdeus
i philosopliy and religion have afforded ber little more
than parodies, pitiful connterfeits, the intelligence of
swhich -has only crossed the Pyrences to excite the
derision.of the masters of the style. Two individuals
alone, endowed with superior ‘genius, taught Spain Lo
believe that the days of her decline were nearly at
an end ; and these two menare Catholics.  “Fle one,
Donuse Cortes, has obtained on sure ground the at-
tentive adiniration of Europe; the other, Balmez,
who died in the flower of hLis age, an historian, philo-
sopher,” theologian, and more particulurly 2 great

- politician, conversant with zll the conditions ef mo-

dern Jiberty, and at the same time, with e}l the inflir-

wmities:of a: democratical society, and knowing low
to recéncile the luminous intelligence of his time with
that rigid attaciunent o the immutable infullibifity of
“the Church, withont which no Spaniard is worthy ef
Veing considered 2 cempatriof of Ximenes and Cal-
“deron. . Catholic reaction in Spain having been so
-Jong silent and imperceptible, must be so much the
“amore profound, since it has found such organs of - ex~
- pression. - Such, at all events, is the estimate formed
Cofvit-by the statesmen. who govern that coumtry,
nce- they have just conchuded with Rome one of
‘the most advantageous concordats that the Holy Sce
“has.ever for a long time obtained fram a Catlwlic
~power, and of which the sincere execution will soon
‘restore happy days bolb to the Church and the king-

. dom -of - Spain.
" I'lie system of concordats also exist in Germany ;
- but executed as they are, unfaithfully, they have not
“heen, found suficient to hesl the woundsef religion in
that great country.  Other remedies and other les-
- sons have been required : lessons bave not been want-
_iag, and remedies have succeeded them. At th-e
..present day, what a change and what progress is
observable 7 - German Protestantism, under the in-
~ fluence of the rationalism and pantheism which ithas
- developed, has losL its soul ; it has now only a cor-
. poreal existence, maintaized by the energetic 2id of
the state.  All actual life has abandoned it ; and as
.- far doctrine it ‘has none. neither does it presume to
i tedch any. - Go now, and ask in the country of Lu-
*.ther, what is become of {hat famous doctrine of jns-
. ification by faith alone,’a doctrine so convenient that
tis astonishing it bas not become the ereed of all
~‘the libertines in the world: it is no longer anywhere
_ professed..  Go now, and count the number of Pro-
testants who weuid be willing to sign in its original
form’the-Confession of Augsburg; they could all be
contained in one smail borough. . '
Tn that vér}: place where Ronge, that pitiful coun-
terfeiter of Lutlier, had prophesied, amid the vocife-
reus applause of the democrats and philosophers, the
final ruin of the papal Babylon; and in that very
Bpot, monks, Jesuits, and Franciscans, again making
their appearance iu the detested habit, after ages of
proscription, attract around their pulpits an eager,
numeraus,.and indefatizable crowd, and render their
missions one of the most. striking events of contem-
poraneous.history. In that place where Lola Montes,
duced by the:example of the oraclesof the tribune
id the fewilletondsts in France, encowraged by the
ends of light qiid progress, sustained by the pub-
oracknowledged sympathy of Protestantism and

ale had secceeded in representing herself as the
clim of .ihe Jesuits; and availed herself of bher ig-
lous ascendanty to obtain the dismissal, from
king’s councils, and- from the professorships of the
rsities; of “the ‘most "upright ministers and the
eminént’of“the literali ; there, too, a Catholic

u,.establisked for the defence of religious
liberlyj- and constitutional monarciy,nobly revenges
4 inflicted upon the Catholics, by inain-
ncient loyalty. of the Bavarian people,
ng,..through elerical influence; ungrateful
In; that;place, .whére the.Society of Gus-
Adolphiues; which: had: undertaken, -under the

e

: in"that very place where this shameless,

ation“of ‘the devasiator of Germany, to intro-

testantism® even” into the last’ retreats of
perstition, praudly. faunted ;' thiére, again, the.
.ol Pius XI, St.,Charles Borro-

meo, St. Boniface, are planted, take root, and are
daily scen to spread their branches mare and more,
marching in front, and with rapid steps, to the con-
quest of Germany by faith and charity.

Let us not forget Holland, for there also we dis-
cover precious elements of regeneration which are
being developed to the eyes of the astonished ob-
servor.  Yes, in that Holland, where persecution
against Catholics has been for Iralf a century so ac-
tve and so elfectunl ; that country which has so
cruclly pursued ‘the missiorers, religious men, all the
soldiers of truth, in 1he two hemispheres, both by sea
and by land, in Asta- as in America; which has ut-
terly destroyed, together with the Portuguese sway,
the hopes of the Chureh in the Tudies; and which
laving arrived at the term of its colonial conquests,
bad itself become a sort of colony of incredulous
and Jansenist wiilers; in that Holland, where fhe
existence of Catholics was as it were unknown to the
whole world, they have by degrees reconquered the
power and importance which are due to the half of a
peoplée.  Their number already amounts to two-filths
of the entire population. The gravity of their man-
ners, the lervor of their [aith, their pious munificence,
have secured for the Church in that country an emi-
nent and honored existence. Protestantintolerance is
alarmed at this uaexpected progress; the old Re-
formers of Daordrecht seek to conceal the nothingness
in which their owa doctrine has fallen, by maintaining
the ancieat yoke upon the necks of their victims,
Like the false mother in Solomon’s judgment, they
dewmand the death of the child which continues 1o
live, to consale themselves for having extinguished
the life of their owa offspring. - In the place of li-
berty and equality between all confessions, te which
the coastitution of the country guarantees an. exist-
ence, a system of universal exclusion is substituted,
by virtue of which the Catliolics are deprived of all
participation in public situations, and even in the
elective functions.  Secret societies bring to this
worl of iniquity the aid of their perverse and pow-
erful action, But, aided by the press and the invin-
cible courage of a few independent writers, the
Cuthotics have not shrunk from the contest; they
have alrcady obtained the full liberty of ther reia-
tions with Llome : they are disputing step by step the
ground whicli the law secures to them, for which
arhitrary power and prejudice strive with them § they
resist with that generous perseverance which God
ever puts to the test, but which he is always pleased
to crown; and every day witnesses the increase of
their numbers and the extent of their courage.

But it is more especially in France that the trans-
formation is calculated to strike the attention of the
most casual observer. Ts this indeed the same
country which appeared, thirty years aga-—ten years
even—not to know how it conld sufficiently express
its repugnance for the influence of the clergy, its
contempt for religious institutions? What now is
become of that formidable unpopularity with which
the least manifestation of Catholic thought or of
Catholic action was assailed? "Whither have de-
parted those doctors, those writers, who found, in the
resuscitation of stale diatribes against the monks and
priests, an inexhaustible source of prolit and honors
[t might have been imagined that there was no echo,
no credit, no publicity to anything but their fnvee-
tives: and yet the Church appears again more pow-
erful, more beloved, more popular than in any other
epoch of our modern history ! All succeeding pow-
ers invoke her support and her sympathy ; they all,in
their turns, show her their respect, their conlidence,
their bumble devotedness; they all dispute the honor
ol proclaiming her indispensable influence, and to
loosen, if not to destroy, the fetters by which she
bad been bound. We, poor slaves ef political life,
so long despised by all parties—so long classed in the
rank of liresome dreamers, and disregarded petition-
ers—even we have trivmphed ; not indeed for cver,
nor, perhaps, lor any long period, but quite sufficient
to make knows the secret of our powes, and the value
of our support. Liberty in educatior;'so long called
for in vain, has at length been obtained ; it bas been
voted even by the very men who had stoutly refused
it. -More houses are offered to the bishops than they
can possibly direot: to the-Jesuits, more pupils than
they can instruct, Lo the Jesuits ! dowe say ? Ves,
those Jesuits, for the dispersion and cowmplete extinc-
tion of whom every effort was éxerted at Paris and
at Rome, are now peaceafjly reinvested wiih theonly
right to which they haveever laid chim—that of
devoting themselves to the salvation of souls! Be-
hold them once more recalled by public authority
ifself, to fill those missions which are most conforma-
ble to the indefatigable (lexibility of their institution ;
to the government of the -colonies of . chiliren ‘in
Algeria, to the moral reform of the penal settlements
of .Cayenne! As forthe other religious orders, they
are settled; and .in free operation, on.-the soil {rom
whence they were banished: by so wmany laws, still

o :

extant in our own cades, and but recently appealed to
against us.. Qur bishops, who were but recently for-
bidden to communicate even by writing, have been
aliowed to assemble without opposition. and present
to astonished Christendom the spaetacle of thirleen
provincial councils, held with all the majesty of the
ancient law, “rivalling one - another in zeal and elo-
quence, in tie expression of their solieitude for the
moral interests of France, of their devotedness ta
the prerogatives of the Holy See. These conquests
of Catholic liberty, T am well aware, are no longer,
or are not yek, placed under the sanction of the laws;
that the organic articles, so unworthily annexed to
the sacred {ext of the concordat, are not abrogated ;
neither amn Liignorant of the fuet that, in the arsenal
of legislation, there are still many formidable wen-
pons available; but in a country in which the written
code is condemned to undergo variations so sndden
and frequent, we may be allowed to look upon the
facts that we have just enumerated as being stamped
witl a serious and incontestable authority.

Let us, however, cross over the Straits, and con-
template, with vespect and gratitulde, one of the
most astonishing spectacles that Gad ever gave to the
world.  England, that sovereign nation, (he heiress
and rival of ancient Rome in point of extent and
power,dn the permament majesty of her instifutions,
the energy of her political system, the perseverance
of her designs ; England, so long the cherished and
faithful ally of the Church, which subsequently re-
volted against her mother, and, in her apostasy,
arose to the summit of human prosperity ; IEnaland,
whose power nothing can resist, and which beaves,
with imprudence and impunity, the perils to which all
other states have succumbed; that imperions and all-
powerful England now finds herself invaded, braved,
and vanquished, hy the invincible weakness .of that
Church which she hasso often expected to annibilate.
She hears attached to her loins, with the ever-present
and indelible sfigma of her capital offence, the instru-
reent of ‘Lizr: punishment, which may become, when-
ever she. may-be disposed to receive it, that of the
divine -mercy rtowards her.  Treland, so long the
forgotien of al! Tiurope—even Catholic LKurope—
has never abandoned. her faith. . She has outlived a
long period of <uffering, the martyr of her indomita-
ble love for the Roman Church. Three centuries of
confiscation, persceution, famine and degradation,
liave passed over her head, without intimidating her,
or forcing Ler to yield. At length she produced an
avenger of her wrongs; but an avenger after the
manner of Christ, who saves while le punishes us,
A man arose, wlro, without having ever oceopied any
official station: without having ever asked or re-
ccived a favor, title, or decoration, réigned over his
country during thirty years—reiened over the hearts,
the arms, and even the purses of five millions of his
countrymen. He reigned without ever shedding anc
drop of blood ; without giving rise to asingle violent
or illegal struggle, but solely by the mere force of
his eloquence—of that elcquence at once both free
and restricted, which the wonderful instifutions of
England permit to be exercised even by the adver-
saries of her domination. e reinned, and his reign
was more serviceable to the Catholic cause than that
of any modern king. His fellow-countrymen be-
stowed on him the appellation of Liberator, and pos-
terity will continue to award him the title, not merely
as the deliverer of his country, for others might have
accomplisled that, but as the deliverer of the Church
of God. in the most powerful empire of the world,
which had not then been granted to any individnal to
effect. e it was, who, with Ireland at Tis back,
knocked at the door of the English parliament in the
name of his people. Tt was opened, and the Catho-
lics of the three kingdoms were admited with him,
and for ever.  The conqueror of Napoleon delivered
up bis arms to the moral chiel of a people unarmed.
but rendered invincible by the force of right, and
preluding the defeat of their oppressors by the vie-
tory which they obtained over their own intemper-
ance. ‘The great and glorious act of Catholic
Emancipaiion, after filty years of discussion, was
consummated.

"Phe Trish race, prolific as it is faithful, threnging
from all parts lo the manufactories, warkshops, and
public worlts, and especially to the colonies, carry
with them the true faith henceforth enfranchised ;
and that immense British empive; extending over the
five parts of the globe, and upon which, it may be
truly said, that the sun never sets, becomes like the
Roman empire of old, a vast nursery of Catholic
episcopal sees and missions. And in order that Téng-

Jand may not he humiliated by this victory, obtained

by a forcign and subjugated race, God permits that
there should be developed in the very bosom of the
Anglican clergy an unforeseen aud prodigions move-
ment towards the traditions, the authority, the unity
of Rome.' ‘The faith of the great Alfred of St.
Anselm, and St. Thomas of Canterbury, is resuming

a long and fruitless struggle, inspired by the delusive
hope of di:covering a mean term between trwh and
error, between unity and division, the élite of tin
Anglican clergy are detaching themselves, and, saeri-
ficing livings, riches, ties of friendship, family con-
nexions,—coming to recruit the legitimate militia o
the sanetnary, or to cdify the world by the humbic
fervor of their secular virtues.  We have vever en-
tertained the dangerous dreams of those who have
predicted, with ridiculons asswrance, the complete
and immedinte conversion of Ingland; and stl) s
do we share in the fanaticism of those who would
wisli to rekindle antiguated antipathies against a nation
s0 essential to the destiny of Catholicism tivouahout
the wlhole world.  Dut we hail with joy those wra-
dual conquests of truth upun a soil from which it had
so fong been banished; those churches, those monas-
teries, and expecially these schools, whicl, nuder the
influence of the most complete liberty of instruction.
are arising daily by the side of the xucient cathedpals
and universities founded by Catholicism, and frain
which Catholicism is excluded ; those twelve bishop-
ries, which are scarcely adequate to the spirituxl
wants of a kingdom, in which,a century ago, a singh:
vicar apostolic was all (hat was required tor the d'-
rection of a handful of the faithlul, scattered up and
down. These are the pledges of a gradual, but cer=
tain, regeneration. England’s return to Catholiciy
no longer depends, as it did under the reign of James
I, upon the will of a sovereign—an intrigue of the
court and the cabinet: it is placed, together with
liberty itsell, under 1he safeguard of that truly glo-
rious conslitution, founded, in the first instance, by
the Catholics, sanctioned alterwards, at their cost, int
1688, but forming, at the present day, their shield sud
their haven of security,

Ah! the fanaticisin of heresy will certainly vot
allow itself to be eonquered in'a day: vulgar pre-
Judices, the apprehensions of statesmen, the perfidious
rancar of lawyers (almost everywhere the enemies
of the Church,) still continue to lay snares for, and
to prepuare struggles to try the patience and courage
of the English Catholics. They will still be sub-
Jected to more than one exaction, have more tifan
one fine to pay, wore than one campaign to endure,
suchas that of the Eeclesiastical Titles Bill. But
none of these circumstances will ever succeed, any
more than that bill has succeeded, in creating a se-
rious obstacle.  Nothing of this nature will make
any change in the fundamental state of things.
Nothing will impair the incomparable force which the
Catholie cause derives from the publicity, the equity.
the discussion, and the whole political customs and
liberal institutions of Lingland. Already have the
most eminent statesmen, the depositaries of the greas.
political principles of Sir Robert Peel, generously
advocated, at the expense of their momentary popu-
larity, the rights of their Catholic fellow-countrymes ;
and, since the last general election, the Catholic
phalanx returned by Freland to the House of Conm-
mons is becoming, amid the conilict of parties, mis-
tress of the feld. Were these Catholic members
but capable of conducting themselves with prudenee
and loyalty, bad they some chief capable of directing
them, the future .suceess of Catholicism in Englaod
would be certain. O the mystery of the nercy and
the omnipotence of God! A century has not ye!
elapsed since the first petition, praying for the ctnau-
cipation of the Catholics, was ignominiously kicked
under the bar of that same House of Commons, in
which at the present day the elect of Catholics are
the arbitrators of 1Znglish politics !

Fiaally, the crowning paint of this Catholic rege-
neration, which we have the happiness to witness, is
the place which the papaey hasregained in the world.
We should certainly have to go back to a very re-
mote period in history, te find a time when the Holy
See occupied, moved, and vuled the human mind 1o
that extent which it has done since the accession of
Pius IX. Destined, like I1im of whom he is. the vi-
car, to pass during his mortal career, through all the
vicissiludes of greatness and affliction, sometimes the
object of the most flattering popularity, at others,
besieged in his palace, a fugitive, an exile, he has
constantly atiracted the altention of the world, and
established the incomparable majesty of the Doman
pontificate, whether by reviving the sympatly of the
indifferent and incredulous, or by exciting in the
episcopacy, and among all the faithful, the manifesta-
lions of union in the obedience and subordination to
the Church, their mother and mistress, to such an
extent asewas not surpassed in the most Rourishing
period of the wmiddle age. Waorthy to love and to
comprehend the nature of liberty, he wished to be-
stow M, to the extent that was consistent with justice
and their welfare, on a people whom democratical
agitations had rendered utterly incapable of appre-
ciating it.  But amid all the vicissitudes of this diffi~

cult position, by his celebrated allocution of the 29th’
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