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I’I}L AYO AND THE V[ERCII ANTS DAUGHTER

BY THE AUTHOR or THE SKETCH- BOOI\. '

" 1t is the common lamentation of Spnmsh h.stonogr'xphers, that,
for an obscure and melancholy space of time immediately succeed-
ing the conquest of their country by the. MOSL.ms, its. lustor) isa
mere wilderness of dubmus ﬁlcts, rrroundless fables, ‘and rash- e}.ac-
.ur.ltxous. Learned men, in (_ells and cloisters, . have worn out
their lives in vainuly endeavouring to connect mcon"ruous events,
and 1o account for startling unprobabllmes, recorded of this period.
The worthy Jesuit, Padre Abarca, declares that, for more than
forty years, during “huJ:h he had been employed in theological
conttoversies, lie had never found any so obscure and inexplicable
as these which rise out of this portmn of Spamsh hlStOl‘), and that
the ouly fruit of an mdt.fntnguble, pruhx, and even prodigious stu-
dy uf the subject wasa me]aucholy and- mortlfymﬂ statc of indeci-
sion... K

During this apocrvphal perxod ﬂourlshed Pelayo, the deln'erer of.
Spain, whose name, like that of Wﬂlmm Wallace, will cver be
linked with the glory of hiis country, butlinked, in like manner,
by.a hond in which fact and- fiction are inextricably interwoven.

The quaint old chronicle of the Mour Rasis, whieh, ﬂloufrh wxld

and faneiful in the oxtreme, is frequently drawn upon for early. | |

facts by Spanish historians, professes to give the birth, parentage,
and whole coursc of fortune-of Pelayo, without the least doubt .ot
hesitation. It makes him a son of the Dukc of Cantabria, and
duscendcd, both b) father dlld ‘mother’s side, ﬁ'om the Gothic
kings of Spain. I shall pass over the romantic. story of hls child-
hood; and shall content mysdf with a scene, of his youth, which
was passed in a castle among “the Dyrences, under the eye of his

o xdowed and noble- minded mother, who caused him to be instruct-.

«d in every thing befitting a mvaller of gontle. bn'th. While the
sois of'the uoblhty were rcvellmrr .nmd t.]le plensures of a licentious
court, and sunk in that vicious and;: eﬁl.numte mdulgence which
Iad to the perd:t]on of unhappy Sp.un, the youthful Pclnyo, in his
ru«rn'cd mounmm school was steeled fo all kinds. of hardy exer-
A great p'lrt of lm nme was spent m ‘bunting the bears, the
wild boars- “and’the wolves, thh whicl the Pyreneos aboundcd
and so pme]v and chastely. was .he brought up, by his good lady
mother, that, if the ancient chrouxg,lc fromg which T draw my facts
may be relied on, he. had attaincd his one-and-twenticth year,
without havmn' once lost a swh on woman !

" Nor were his hardy contests confined to the wild beasts of the
forest.  Qccasionally he had to contend with adversaries of a more
formidable character. The skirts and defiles of these border
mountains were often infested by marauders from the Gallic plaing
of Gascony. The Gascons, says an old éiu‘oniclpr, were a people
who used smooth words when expedient, but force when they had
power, and were ready to lay their hands on every thing they met.
Though poor, they were proud ; for there was not one who did
not pride himself on Leing a hidalgo, or the son of somebody.

At the head of 4 band of these needy hidalgos of Gascony, was
- one Arnaud, a broken-down cavalier. Heand four of his fo'llow-
ers were well & armua and mounted ; the rest were a set of seamper-
grounds on f'om, furnished with darts and. Javelins,.  They. were
the terror of the border; here to-day and gone to-morrow ; some-
times in one pass, sometimes in another. They would make sud-
den inroads into Spain, scour the roads, plunder the country, and
were over the mountains and far away, before a foree could be col-
lected to pursue them, -

" Now it happened one day, that a wealthy burgher of Bordeaux,
who was a merchant, trading with Biscay, set out on a journey .
for that provinée, As he intended to sejourn there for a scason,
he took with him his wife, who was a goodly dame, and his daugh-
ter, a gentle damsel, of marriageaple age, and exceeding fair to look
wpon.  He was attended by a trusty clerk from his comptoir, and
a wan servant ; while another servant led a hackney, laden with
bigs of money, with which he intended to purchase merchandise.

When the Guscons licard of this wealthy merchant and his con-
voy passing th'ro'no'h the mounta.ins, they thanked their stars, for
they cousidered all peaceful men of trafic as lawful spoil, sent by
Providence for the benefit of hidalgos like themselves, of valor and
gentle blood, who lived by the sword.  Placing themselves in am-
bush, in a’lonely defile; by which the travellers had to pass, they
sifently awaited theit coming. Ina’little while they Leheld them
*pproaching. " 'The merchant was a fair, portly man, in a buff sur-
cout and velvet cap.  His looks bespoke the good cheer of his na-
ive city, and he was mounted on a stately, well-fed steed, while
Lis wife and daughter paced geutlv on palfreys by his side.

- The travellers had advanced some distance in the defile, when

#jie Dandoleros rushed forth and assailed them. - The merchant
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-pass; to await the sal] ving for th of a wild beur

land 7

though'but little used to the exercise of arms, and unwieldy in his
form, yet made n valiant defence, having his wife and daughter
anJd money-bags at hazard. He was woulided in two places, and |,
overpowered ; one of his ser\ants was slain,” the (other took to
flight.

The freebooters then bcgan to ransack for spoil, but were disap-
pointed at not finding the wealth thC) had expected.  Putting
their swords to the Lreast of the treml)lmg megchant, they demlmd-

¢éd where “he had cuuce.t]eil his trea:.ure, and lcarned from him. of

the hackney thet was fullowm«v ladeu w1th Jmoney. Overjoyed at
this mtc]hwence, they bound their capu\ es to trees, nnd awaited
the arrival of the golden spoil. .a o

_ On this same day, Pelayo was out with lns huntsmen mnonn'
the mounhms, and had tU\en his “stand on"a rock at a narrow
.Close by 'him was
a page, conducting a horse, and at the s,addle-bow lluug his urmour,

for he 11wa)s prepared for ﬁnht among these Lorder mountains,
“Waiile thus posted,
On beholding Pelayo, he fell on his kpees, and i tm- |-

the s ..er\ ant of the merchant came ﬂvmfr from
the robbers.
plored his life, for he supposed him'to be one of the band. Tt was
some time before he could be reheved from his terror, :md made to
tell his story:  When Pelayo-heard of the robbers, he. coududcd
they wm ¢ the crew of Guscon hld'\lﬂ'os, upon the sc.lmpc:.
ing his armour from the page, he put on his helmet, slung his buck-
ler rouud his neck, took ‘lance in hand and mounting hxs steed,

ompclled the trembling servant to conduct him to_ the scene - of
action, At the same tun" he ordered the page to seek his huuts-‘
men, and summon them to hlS assistanee.

When the rablers snw l’eh)o e.d\"mcm"‘ through the furest,(

with a single attendant cn foot, aqd bcheld his armour sparkling
in the sun, they thought a new prize had fallen into their hands,
and Arnaud, and twe of his companions,, mounting ‘their_horses,
advanced to meet lnrn Ag they ‘approached, Pelayo statioiied
hlmseIF ina narrow pass bctween two rocLs, wbere he could only |,
be assailed in front, and bracm« bis buckler, and Iowmng hlslnnce,
awaltcd their commg . : . L s

“ Who and ‘what are yc, cned he, und what seck )e in thlb
Car ed g v, rvm“’:/_:wvw «.&-h o

*We are lmntsmen, replled Arnaund, ¢ 'md 101 our game runs
into our toils I ‘

¢Ah ! replied Pelayo, ‘thou wilt find the game more renm])
roused than taken : have at thee for a villain I'

So sayin
"The Gascon, not expecting so suddeu an attack from asingle horse-
man, was taken by surprise. Ile hastily couched his lance, but it

merely glanced on the shield of Pelayo, who sent his own through |

the middle of his breast, and threw him out of his saddle to the
carth.  One of the other robbers made at Pelayo, and wounded

him slightly in the side, but received a blow from the sword of the
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latter, which cleft his scull cap, and sank into his brain.
companion, secing him fal], put spurs to his steed, and galloped ofl
through the forest,

BLhU]dID‘T several othcr rohber., on foot coming on, Pelayo re-.

turncd to lus station between the rocks, where he was. assailed hy
them all at onec.
a J'welm razed his cuirass, and g glancing down, .wounded his horse,

'Pelayo then rushed forth, and struck one of the robbers dead : the

others, beholdmfr several huntsmen advancing, took to flight, but
were pursued and several of them taken.

The good merchant of Bordeaux and his family beheld this
scene with trembling and amazement, for never had they looked
upon such feats of arms.  They considered Don Pelayo as a leader
of some rival band of robbers ; and when the bonds were loosed by
which they, were tied to the trees, they fell at his feet and implored
mercy. The females were soonest undeceived, especially the
daughter; for the damsel was struck with the noble countenance
and gentle demeanour of Pelayo, and said to herself, ¢ Surcly no-
thing evil can dwcll in so goodly and gracious a form.’

Palayo now sounded his horn, which echoed from rock to rock,
and was answered by shouts and horns from various parts of the
mountains. 'The merchant’s heart misgave him at these. signals,
and especially when he beheldmore than forty men gathering from
glenand thicket. They were clad in hunter’s dresses, - and armed
with boarspears, darts, and hunting swords, and many -of them led
hounds in long leashes.  All this wasa new and wild scene to the

astonished merchant ; nor were his fears abated, when he:saw his -

servant upproadung with the hnckney, laden with money bags;
‘for of a certainty said he to himself, * this will be too tempting a
spoil for these wild hunters of the mountains *

Prlayo, however, took no more notice of the gcld than if it had
heen so much dross; at which the honest burgh(.r maudlea exceed-
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g, he put spurs to his horse, aud ran full speed upon him.

He rccuved two of their darts on his buckler, .

Ile ordered that the wounds of the merchant should be,
" On taking off his Fuimss, his

ingly.
dressed, and his own examined.

. wound was found to be but slight ; but his wen were so exusper-

ated at seeing his bload, that they would have put the cnpu\e rob-
bers to instant death, had he not forbidden them to do them’ ﬁﬁhy*
“harm.

The huntsmen now mnde & grent fire at the font of a tree, aml
brmo‘mg a boar which they had killed, cut off portions and roasted
them, or bro:lcd them on the conls.  Then drawmw forth lua\cs ot'
Lread from their wallets, they devoured thenr food half rnw, with
the hungry relish of Imntsmen and mouutmueu‘s “T'he merclmnt,
his wife and daurfhter, lookcd at all this, and wondercd “for thcy :
had never beheld so savage a répast.. C A

Pela\'o then mqmrcd of him if they dld not desn‘c to. eat 7 . theys
were too much in awe of hin to declmc, though ;hev\ folt s lqntll-
ing at the thought of partakmg of tlns lmnters farc bu'f1 he ord@r-

d linen cloth to be spread under the shade of | LY frreat oak,’ on“tlm
grassy argin of a clear running stream; ‘and to theu' astomsh-
‘ment, thcv were scned not w:th the fiesh of the boar, but wnth
damty cheer, such us the mérchant had scareely hopc(l to find ous
of the walls of his native city of Bordcaux. ; '

The good burgher was of a community rcno“"nc:ﬂ for- 'g'mhono-
mic prowess : his fours having' subsided, -his appetite was now
awakened, and he nddressed himself mm\fully to the viands that’
were set before him,  Ilis dau-rhter, howevu, could nat. cat hu-'
eyes were ever and anon stea]mrr to gaze on Pe]n) 0, W hom she Fe-

garded with gratitude for hisprotection, and admiration for his
vu]our ; and now that he had lmd asldg lns llelmct, nnd she beheld

1R

‘his lofty countenance, g]owmg with’ man]y beauty, shc thouglt 8
The heaxt of the’ n‘cutle don- v

him somethmn' more than mortu]
zellay says the anuent chomclcr, was kmg and yxé'ldmg, rmjd lmd
Pda)o thougl\t ﬁt to nsk her. ﬁur hand—shc cou!td u?t hm'e lmd'
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thomhts xthe love of woman had: newr%"et cntered lus l)canrt ,eund &
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though e rtgarded the’ dmnse] ‘as the fmrest maulc":n he: hml over: o
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‘beheld, her béauty ]nzul cuus«,d ) perturbaﬂon n.in ‘his, bremt. C' A
When the repast wm ovcr, Pdnyowﬂ‘ered to conduct e l";‘ld'-
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‘chant¥and liis famﬂ} through“the*deﬁles of the” mountdms,“lgt theva w

should be molested by ary nﬁ the. sw&ered band of robbcrg Thu.
bOdlES of the slain, mamuders were buncd and the corpse of the
servant was laid upon one of the, horses' captured. in the battle.
Having formed their: cnva]c'ldc, thcy pursued their way slowly
up one of the steep and wmdmo passes ot the” Pyrenees.

Towards sunset they arrived at the dwel]ma of a holy hermit,
It was hewn out of the living rock : there was a cross over the
door, and before it was a great sprending oak, with a swect spring
of water at its foot. The bod)r of the faithful servant who had
fallen in the defence of his lord, was burled close by the wall of this
saered retreat, and the lleljmlt promised to perform masses for the
reposc of hissoul.  Then Pelayo obtained from the holy father
consent that the merchant's wife and danghter should puss the
night within his cell; and the hermit made beds of moss for then,
and gave them his benediction ; but the damsel found little rest, so
‘much were her thoughts occupicd by tlu. youthiul champion w huf
had rescued her from death. and dishonour. .

l’eI.lyo, howcvcr, was visited by nosuch wandering of the mind,
but wrapping himself in his mautle, slept soundly by the fountain
under the tree. At mldnmht, when cvery thing was, lmned in
deep repose, he was awakened from his sleep, and beheld the hernit
before him, with the beams of the moon shining on his silver hair
and beard. . ‘

¢ This is no time,’ said the latter, ‘to be sleeping ; arise and lis-
ten to my words, and hear of the great work for wlmh thou art
chosen !’ ‘

Then Pelayo arose and seated Limself on a rock, .mJ the hiermit
continued his discourse,

¢ Behold,” said he, ‘the ruin of Spain is at hand ! It will be de-
livered into the hands of strangers, and will becone a prey to the
spoiler. Its children will be slain, or enrried into captivity ; or
such as may cscape these evils, will harbour with the beasts of the
forest, or the ecagles of the mountain, 'I'he thorn mnd bramble
will spring up where now are seen the cornficld, the vine, and the
olive, and hungry wolves: will riéum in place of peaceful flocks and
herds. - But thou, my son! tarry not thou to see these things, for "
thou canst not prevent them. Depart-on a - pilgrimage to the sc-
pulchre of our blessed Lord in Palestine ;- purify. thyself by prayer;
enrol thyself in the order of chivalry, and prepare for' the greit -
work of the redemption of thy country ; for tothee it wnll be given
to raise it from the depth of its afﬂlctwn

‘Pelayo would have inquired farther into the evils thus foretold,
Dut the hermit rebuked his curiosity. ‘



