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pracic®, as these who had been regularly
brought up to the profession. In Upper Can-
ada betore the Union, a bill passed the Legis-
ature incorporating the Medical profession
of the Provihce, that bill received the Royal
Assent and the profession was accordingly in-
Corporated under it and went on for several
Years, acquiring a library and other valuahle
Property, bat by some influence excited at the
Colonial office in England by the College of
Surgeons, the bill was disallowed after it had

en in operation for some years, and now
the profession had agf}ied to the Legislature
for ‘incorporation. The principle was the
Same as that of incorporation of the nuns and
religious Societies of L. C. and the Law So-
tiety ot U. C. it was to agree to that princi-
pal by reading the bill a second time that he
Now asked the House : if there was anything
objectionable in details of the measure, they
could be altered in a special committee to
Which he intended to refer it.

Mr. McLean seconded the motion.

Mr. Flint opposed the measure as being an
Undue interference with the rights and liber-
lies of the people and entirely at variance
With the spirit of the age and country. He
objected especially to the 7th and 10th claus-
€S which prevented any person not duly li-
censed from practicing medicine under pain
ot a heavy penalty. In the back parts otP the
country where there were’'no regular doctors,
the people were obliged to employ these
Thomsonian doctors: besides they had a per-
tect right to employ them it they had confi-
dence in them. In these days of free naviga-
tion and free trade, they ought to have a free
system ot medicine. This measure was not
asked for, by the people of Upper Canada,
and he was convinced that if they passed it
how, they would, next sesssion, receive a pro-
lest of at least 50,000 ot the people. He mov-
ed in amendment, seconded by Mr. Bell that
the bill be read a second time this day six
months,

Dr. Nerson hoped the measure would be
carried: what! in those days when protec-
Uon was extended to all classes of the com-
Munity, was the medical profession— one of
the jinportant of all professions not to receive
Protection? More especially when the Uni-
ted, States, and up to this time in Lower Can-
ada it had been protected. What wasthe use
ol “endowing and encouraging medical
schogls and upiversities for giving a good ed-
Ucation to those desiring to practice medicine,

f you let loose upon Society, these persons to

Practice all kinds of quackéry? He hoped
O the safety of society and the honor of his
Profession that thig motion would prevail.

Mr. Merrirr enquired of the Hon. Mem-
‘be';‘whether there was any law in the State
OFNew York, preventing ~any practitioner
Trom Practicing ? ‘

r. NELsoN 1eplied, that when he was in
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the United States in 1839-40, and 41, the
medical profession in Cash County, was in-
corporated—the board met once a year, and
all new practitioners had to appear before it
and undergo an examnination.

Mr. Megrirr briefly stated his grounds for
opposing the biil; there had formerly been
laws ot this kind in New York State,but they
had now beeu abolished and there was noth-
ing to prevent any man from practicing, who
thought fit. He-agreed with the Hon. mem-
ber for Fastings, that, 1n a country so widely
populated as some parts of Upper Canada, -
and where the population was so much scat-
tered, a bill of this kind would.do much in-
justice and cause very great inconvenience,
particularly by preventing the female mid-
wives who were so generally employed, from
practicing. He thought these root doctors
were doing a great deal of good in the coun-
try, and he should vote against the bill as it
would deprive them of the right and opportu-
nity of doing that good.

After a few words trom Mr. RoBinsoN in
favor of the second reading of the bill, Mr.
BurriTT opposed it, butin so low a tone of
voice, as to be guite inaudible in the repor-
ter’s gallery.

Dr. SMitu was not so much for protecting
the physicians, as of protecting the public
from those who palmed themselves off upon
the public, as understanding the practice of
physic. He was o ed to some clauses of
the measure, but as it was to be referred to a
special commiltee, in which the obnoxioug
clauses could be expressed, he should vote for
the second reading. v

Mr. Frint said a few words in supp&rt of
his amendment, and was followed by Dr. Li-
veinLe who highly supported the amend-
ment.

Mr. Suerwoob said that this bill was not
the mere application of people who were go-
ing to build a warehouse, but was the appli-
cation ot the whoie medica! profession ot Up-
per Canada, for the purpose of enabling that
profession to take a proper standing, and eu-
able them to pievent empirics from going
about the country, who in many cases, as he
could safely say, had done a great deal ot
mischief. Tt was the request of the whole So-
ciety, and conferred on them no privilege that
they did not possess under the present taw,ex-
cept the power of punishing quacks in a more
summar4 mauner than the present law di-
rects. Now he had been told ‘that there was
no law in the United States for the protection
of the medical profession. He would require
good authority for that statement, for he could
scarcely believe it. But why go to the States
at alt YWhy not take example by the practice
of the English Parliament who know full
well the advantage of a thorough education,
‘and therefore make it compulsory on every
person practising medicine to be properly




