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D T TOo

;,T;,.,o of endless disorders, that to many fender
ueleb‘;:::m;rgumcnt rests not even on this single
of, though this alone were snflicient to all intents
rs ’u.—pauca. What were the numerous tribes of
::diapns-d‘e aborigines of this immense-continent ?
Revengeful, bloodthirsty, and cruel, it may be--but
o eriificial discases, brought on by dissolute habits,
. tered Lhe wigwam of the Indian.  Athletic and cou-
'n,wu,.-subsisling, like the ancient Britons, on the
riﬁ,e simple fare Nature had provided for them—and
:lo!llcd in such articles as the season of the year de-
manded. Life rolled on like a pleasant stream ; ar-
rived at maturity, they insensibly became subject to
reanic decay, and breathcd their last with as much
:oﬁnpoaurc, and as much ease, as they sunk to slum-
bc!,:he same may be advanced of the inhabitants of
Otaheite and the Scciely and Prieudly Islands, from
sno less respectable authority than Cuptain Coolk,
the navigator. ¢ [ could ficd,”” says he, ““marks of
1o discase whatever, not so much asan eruption on
the surface of the skin;”” and adds, that “they ap-
peared Lo be totally ignorant of discasc.”® The har-
diest of men, the handsomest and most elegantly
d women, that now exist, acceording to the nn-
surpaasable figure of the famous Venus de Medicis,
may probably be found in Circassia, and in the High-
Jands of Scotland ;3 in the latter place especially, when
aident spirils are abstained from, we know not ¢f a
more paticnt, or a hardicr, sct of people at present on
the face of the habilable glcbe.

Vith regard to ancicnt history, one instance will
suffice for our purpose. Lycurgus, the great law-gi-
ver, when he renovated, if 1 may so speak, the Spar-
tan republic, or laid the foundation of & new dynasty,
established such wise and salutary laws, as cleansed
the state of evil habits, and banished discase from
among the Lacedemonians, by the temperate diet he
obliged them to use, and b excluding every article ol
food (rom the public tables at which the Spartan
youth fed, and every pernicious custom, having a ten-
deney Lo efieminate or debilitate the bedily organisy-
tion ; consequently, with a hardy and robust consti-
tution, they were afflicted by no ruling constitutional
comphaints : their republic stood for a longer period
than any other that has up to this time existed; they
became the bulwark of the Grecian states : three hun-
dred velorous spirits and npervous arms, with their
general Epaminondus, not only withstood, but actual-
Iy defeatcd, the overwhbclming army with which the
encrvated Persian monarch Darius invaded Grecce.
But, alas! a few ages, and what a terrible change in
the constitution of the human fumily !

We have scen sufficient to prove that, making al-
lowance for difference of climate, &c., the haman fa-
mily is teught the same casy familiar lessons by No-
{ure, and that her harmonious laws are less liatle to
be trespassed upon.  How this sad change has taken
place, and how misery and disease has given a handle
to atheis!s and f{reethinkcrs, 1 shall notice in its pro-
per place ; and hasten to brirg l‘n;ward the last but
most forcible and striking preef in advocacy of our
argumenl, frem the IToly Scripturcs.

The history of the Jews affords us a triumphant
and crowning cvidunce that discascs are artificial! I
is truc it may be edvanced that they were a peculiar
people, and urder the especial eare of Divine Frovi-
dence ; but God never works amiracle, when the ope-
tetion ¢f the Jaws upon which he has founded Lis go-
vernment can accomplish his purposes.  This was cx-
emplificd in @ peculiar manrer during the sojourn f
the Hebrews in, and their cscape from, the land of
Egypt. Looking at their history frcm the time cf the
delivery of the moral code on Mount Sinai, together
with the political aad domestie ecdes, given to them by
God himself, we shall find, that so long as they kept
these laws, they were free from discascs of cvery des-
cription. That of leprosy was supernatnal, Judg-
ments they were specially visited with, in the form of
pestilence, &c., for their ranagressions § but when we
ccme to examine their civil code closely, it will be
found that there was not one law that was nol con-
ducivo to health and heppincss. The prchibiticn of
exting swine’s flcsh, which in Paleatine, a warm coun-
try, would have tended to the promoticn of scrofulous
distempers, thows us plainly that Jehoveh regaided the
health of his chosen people as'no medn consideration.
Their times of rest—their appointicd hours ef labour
—their abstinence from intoxicating drinks—were all
promotive of health, freedom from sickness, and esscn-
tially conducive 1o longevity. Their matrimonial con-
nexions were founded %y the same inserutible wisdom,
and preductive of similar effects.

The Jewish polity was incomparable, and was,
doubtiess, the (oundation of many of our British laws.
But we find David complaining, in his day,—* the
life of man 1S?>—not was, nor yet shall be—** (hree-
seore years acd ten ; and if by reason of strength they
be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and
sorrow.”” Why 7 Because constitutional degeneracy,
the effect of wilful trangression, had caused them to
bcso, At the time he wrote this, the Jews had sinned
deeply, and, doubtless, must have infringed the natu-
ral laws 3 but from kis Janguage ! should be inclined

to infer, that it wasa remarkable circumstance that]
the lives of the people-had been so abridged—instcad |
of leading the micd to the general erroneous suppesi-
tion thut thcy had not been longlr during past years,
orever would be lengthened szain.

Let there be a cessatica of vice—of bad habits—cf a
continual vickition of the geverning principle of mat-
ter—and life will be gizdually prelonged, us a natwral,
consequence—nhich would be feltby suceeeding gene-.
rations.  But men seifshly plunge into sirful and ri-
diculous practices, ind by so deing, cut short Ly cou-
siituticnal degeneruey, the lives of their pesturiiy.
Let us sce whether this explanaiicn of ihe pessoge
from the Psalmist will Lear conparisen with one of
a mugh eatlicrdates ““ 1 the Lord thy Ged am a jea-
jous God, visiting the iniguity ¢f the futhers upon G
children unto the third and fourih generation ¢f thun
that hate me.”> See ulso a corrcboration of tiie cbove
in Exod. xyiv. 7. Job xxi. 19, Jeremish il. ¥ ¢ xxii,
18, They are to be visited, net in thaesclios judici-
ally, by immediate exccaticn of scnlenee, bLut atler
they have borize (licir own incubus, that crime shvays
brings, a wealiened coustituien is delegatcd o ihe
secoud, third, and fourth gencration of their inuu.cdiate
familics—and will conlinue to b zo, tulcss a saving
reformation in the intermediate lineage, or scme coun-
ter physical operaticn by matrimental conuexien, in-
terferes.  Another passage inferins us, that Ged
will not visit the sins cf the fathers cpon the chidren.
We understand that to mean, by any peculiar mark
of his displcasue, but cnly, as in the former case, by
a non-interference in the usual crgunic ceuse of de-
seent.

Wec must now hasten (o a eonclusicn on this very
interesting and important head, as I consider that 1t
has been satisfactorily, though bricfly, proved, in the
three last articles, that man is not the abeoluiely de-
erecd hereditary subjeet ol disease.

1t has been from a mistaken view of the causes cf
the misery and affliction which scem to increase ou the
human family, that infidelity has had room to casil at
Christanity, by endeavouring to father evil upon the
bountcous Giver cf tifc und altits enjoyments—insicad
of tracing it to ity legitimate source, the fclly and
perversencss of man—which, at the same titne that it
cstablishes his frec agency, marks mest glaringly his
deep depravity, and verifics the awlul truth, that *“ the
heart of man is deceitful above all things, and dusper-
ately wicked.”

Montreal, July, 1842

TO TIE EDITOR OF THEL CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

DEAR S1R,—As the Aurora Doréalis is no uncom-
mon thing to the inhabitants cf this part of the world,
the following facts and theorics relating to it, gathered
from authcatic sources, may perhaps be intcresting to
that porticn of your readers not slready scquainted
with them.

I do not cfter them as zny thing new, cr pluced in
a rew light, but merely as Fhavo gathered them formy
own irnformalice.

Should you dcem them worthy o place in yourin-
tercsling periedical, they are respectfully placed at
your s:rviee, by

ony
ony.

Overs

Your censtant reader, B.

AURORA BOREALIS, NortuHerN LiGHTS, or
STrEAMERS,—A kind of meteor, appeering in the
noribern part cf the heavens.

“ [~ the Shetland Islands, the merry dances, as they
are there calied, are the constant attendants of clear
evenings.

In the nothern latitudes of Sweden and Lapland,
they are not only singularly beautiful in appcarance,
but afford traveliers, by their almost constant cfful-
gence, a very beauliful light during the whele night.

In Hudson’s Bay, they diffusc a variegated eplen-
dour, wtich equals that of the {ull mocn.

1n the nothern parts of Siberis, they are cbserved to
begin with single bright pillars, rising in the north,
and almost ul the same ‘ime in ihc north-cast, which
gradually increasing, comprehend alarge space of the
heavens, rushing about frem place to place with in-
credible welceity, and finally, almost cover the whole
sky up to the zenith, and prcduce an appcarance as il
a vast tent was expanded in the heavens, glittering
with gold, rubles, ard sepphires. A more beautiful
speciacle cannol be painted; but whoever should sce
such a northern light for the fist time, could not be-
hold it wiikout terror. For, however fino the illu—
mination may be, it is a‘tended with such a hissirg,
cracking, and rusking noice through the air, as if' the
largest fire works were playing cfl. To describe what
they then hear, the inhubitants make use of the ex-
pression ¢ spaicdn' ckodjat, ? that is, *“the raging host
is passing.’

r. Dalton gives the following account of the Au-

rora Borcalis:i— . L

They ccme underfour different descriptions :—

Ist. A horizontal light, like the break of day.

2d. Fine slcnder luminous beame, well defined, and

3d. Flashes pointing upwards
the beums whicit they sueeecd.

, ov in the direeticn ol
These are cnly mo-

mentary, and have no latera! wmoticn 5 (hey appear

bread wnd Qifuse, ard ¢ a weaker light than the
teams 3 they grew gradeally {aint tillthey diszppear,
and continue terheurs flashing ctintervals.

dihe Aicsncarly in thie term of 2 rainbow.  These,
whtn eomplete, 20 uiie acress the haavens, ficm one
puint of the herizen 10 the oppesite point,

‘These appeerances gonerzhy sceceed cach other ia
e folluwirg order:—Jst. “the faint raizbew-iihe
wes 3 D, thie beamia o and 3d, the Raskez. Cile ner-
ihern herizental tight sppesss to censist of an abun-
darce of flushes, or beens, blondad together by fin
siteaiicn 6r the ¢heerver. The bunns of avrera zp-
prar at all pleces $0 Le wres ef great circles (f Uin
sphere, with the ey¢ in the centre 5 end these eres, i
prefonged upwards, would all lacot in 2 point.

‘The raiubow-like ares ¢.oss (he mogree meridien
atrizht angies,

When twoor inore apnear ab onee, they are ccn-
centre, and {end fo the cust and west 5 also the broad
are of the herizented light touds to the magnetic cast
ard westyand is besceted by e wagnctic nmieridian
aud when the wurera extands ovee any part of the
hemisphicre, the line scparating the Hluminated part cf
the honisphere fremn the clear part, s hell the ein-
enmference of a great eivele, creesing the magnetie
merigian at right arghos, wnd taminating in the cest -
and west.

That point of the hravens to which the beains ¢fthe
qurora appesr to cenverge, st any pluce, is the son.e
as thatto which the scuth poll of the dipping necdle
points atikat pluee. e beams uppear o rise ubove
cuch oiliee in tucerssicn 3 55 thut ¢l any 1wo Leams,
that wlich Las higher bose Las thzo the Righer susnit.
Every Leam apuears breadost ot or near the base, ard
to grow narrowcr as it azcends 5 s0 that the centinus-
Gens of th: bounding lines weu!d mect in the com-
tacn eentre (o which the buam tends,

The height of tic rammbow-lite gres of the auraora
tareulis is catimatcd by Mr, Dilien to bo 150 miles
sbeve the carth’s surface.

Mr. Bergmar, fran s mean of thirty cemputetiens,
makes’ the averaze height of the aurors borcalis to by
468 miles.  Cnler suppeses the hieight {o be severcl
thousands of miles ; and Mairan al:oassigns to these
phenoienn a very clevated rigivn, the far greater
number being, according to him, about 250 leagues
above the surlace of the carth.  Many aitemnpis have
Leen made to determine the cause of this phenomens.
Lr. Hally iieagines that the vapours, or efluvia,
excedingly rareficd by sublerranceus fire, and tinged
with sulphurcous streams, which many naturalists have
supposcd to be the cause of carthquales, may also be
the cause of this appearance ; or thut it is preduced by
a kird of subtle mcteor, freely pervading the peres of
the earth, and which, culering luto it ncarer the sou-
thern pole, passes out again with seme ferce in tha
xther, at the sume distance fren the uerthern.  This
subtle malter, by becoming more densc, or huving ity
veloeity inercuscd, may perhups be capable of preduc-
ing a small degree of light, alter the manncr of efflc-
via frem electrie bedies, which, by a strong and quick
frictien, anit light in the durk 5 to which sort of light
this scems to have an affinity.

Mr. Canton, soon after ke had cbtaincd cleetricity
fiom the clouds, offeved a conjeciure, that the aurora
is occasicncd by the dashing cf clectric fire positive te-
wards negative clouds at & great distance, through
the upper part of ihe atmosplere, whese the resistance
is least ; and ke supposes that the aurvra which hay.-
pens at the time whin the magnetic needle is disturb-
ed by the heat of the carth, is the elcetricity of the
heated air aloveit, arnd this sppears cheifly in tie
northern regions, as the alteration in the heat of tle
air in these parts is ilic greafest.

Dr. Franklin supposes, that the clcetric fre dis-
charged into the poiar regions, frcm many leagues of
vapoutiscd air rafscd (rem the ceean Letween the tre-
pics, accounts fer the aurora bercalis ; and thatit ap-
pears first where it s first in motion, namely an
the mest nothern part ; ard the appcurance pre-
cceds scuthward, theugh the fre really meves nerih-
ward.

Mr. Kerwan supposes the rarefaction of the atme—
spere in the polar regions to procecd frem the aurora
borealis, and they {rem a combusticn of inflommuble
air_causcd by cleetricity.

M. Libes1s ¢f opinion, that the aurora bercalis js
causcd by nitric acid, nitrous gas. Ie¢ cbscrves,that it
we excile the clectric syark in a mixture of azotée and
oxyggen zas, these substances will result scveraliy,
according to the relaticn wlich subsists Letween (he
tuo gases ; aud that these sgbstances, vnder different
circumstanees which take place in the surcru borcalis,
assume the colours observed in that phencricna.

He also shews, that the clectric duid restoring its
cquitibrium in the polar regious, must pass through a
mixtare of azot and oxygen :  and, thercfore, produce
the gascous fluids above muniicncd ; giving birth 10
red and volatile vapours, which, elevatad in the atme-
sphere, form the avrora berealis.

Mr. Dalton is of opinion, that the aurora boreoliy

of dense Night, nhich ofien centinur 2 minute atyest.

ia a magmetie phencmena. ™



