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work, and still retains an exceptional
degree of health. The explanation is
simple. Trained habits of thought
and labor make him, by concentrating
bis mind on the work before him,
quickly seize upon its salient points
and dispose of it while a life of regu-
lar and abstemious habits, temperate
in the broadest sense, has its reward
in a high degree of mental virility and
physical strength. Another key to the
secret is that the Premier gives place
to a yearly holiday time. An ocean
voyage that leads to John O' Groat's
and the homes of bis ancestors in
Caithnesshire, is as effective a tonie as
a summer in a White Mountain re-
treat, or a resting time by the sea. For
some years he had a cottage at Ca-
couna. Last summer he made an ex-
tended trip to the Lake of the Woods
district, and thereafter to the World's

a -a programme of travel that
might . 11 have given pause to a
younger man. But the Premier un-
dertook it in the highest of spirits
and returned with them undimin-
ished. In 1881, he spent several
months in Europe, and again in 1883,
1884 and 1888 visited England in con-
nection with the Mercer Escheat Case,
the Boundary Award Dispute and the
Indian Lands argument before the
Privy Council.

Sir Oliver is an adherent of the
Presbyterian faith, and has been a
member of the St. James' Square
Church for some years, and rare indeed
is it that he is missed from his pew on
Sunday mornings. His catholicity of
mind in religious matters iswell known,
and it is not a matter of surprise that
he was chosen President of the
Evangelical Alliance for several years
in succession. Following Mr. Glad-
stone's example, Mr. Mowat finds re-
creation in a complete change of work,
and during bis holidays wrote lectures
on "The Evidences of Christianity, "
and " Christianity and some of its
fruits, " both of which he bas on sev-
eral occasions delivered to large
audiences and the former of which

has been published, and bas had an
extensive sale.

A clerical friend of the writer, who
bas filled one pulpit for forty years,
is able to show a record of four hun-
dred marriages and burials, and I
believe Sir Oliver could show an al-
most equal record of speeches, had he
kept track of them. during bis half
century of public life. While lacking
some of the qualities of a successful
orator, the Premier may be regarded
as an effective speaker. No matter
what the subject, _ or the occasion or
the place, he is invariably listened to
with the keenest interest, and never
fails in that most difficult of feats-
"catching the public ear." Without
referring to any of his former utter-
ances, one may well regard bis more
recent speeches as among the best ef-
forts of his life, in their outline, scope,
argumentative, force, and clear, intel-
ligible English.

His public attainments have been
recognized by our leading universities,
Queen's College having conferred the
degree of LL.D. upon him in 1872,
and Toronto University in 1889.

As a Scotch Canadian he naturally
allied himself with the St. Andrew's
Society, in which his fifty years of
membership bas won for him a life
membership.

The Grand Old Man of Ontario,-
the legislative ruler of two millions
and a quarter of people, and of an area
twice as large as that of Great Britain
and Ireland, larger than the German
Empire, and almost as large as France,
extending from the vine-clad, steam-
ing flats of Pelee, in the latitude of
Rome, to the frigid shores of Hudson
Bay; and from the wedding of the
waters of the Ottawa and the St. Law-
rence to the far distant Thousand Is-
lands of the Lake of the Woods-has
altogether an almost unique record of
political success,untarnisbed by person-
alcorruption; a record whichisnotonly
a credit to himself, but, in a land where
vigorous and able men abound, one on
which even the strongest political op-
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