
On the Manners, Religion, and Law.r ofthe Cùch,
or mountaineers of Tipra.-Comnunicated in Perfian to the Literary Society

in Bengal, by John Rawlins, .Efqr-T HE inhabitants of the mountainous diffrias to the caft of Bengal give
the name of Pàtiyàn to the Being, who created the Univerfe; but

they believe,, that a Deity exifts in every Tree, that the Sun and Moon arc.
Gods, and that, whenever they worfhip thofe fubordinate divinities, Pd-.
tiyàn is pleafed.

If any one among them put another to death the Chief of the Tribe, or
other perfons, who bear no relation to the deceafed, have no concern in
punihirig the murderer; but, if the murdered perfon have a brothcr, or
other heir, he may take blood for blood; nor has any man whatever a right
to prevent or oppofe fuch retaliation.

When a mati is deteded in the commi Mon of theft or other atrocious of-
fence, the chieftain caufes a recompenfe to be given to the complainant, and
reconciles both parties; but the Chief himfelf recives a cuaomary fine; and
each party gives a feaif of pork, or other meat, to the people of his refpeEtive
tribe.

In ancient times it was not a cu fom among them to cut off the heads of
the women, whom they found in the habitations of their enemies; but it
happened once, that a woman afked another, why lie came fo late to ber
bufinefs of fowing grain: fle anfwered, that her hufband was gone to bat-
tle, and the neceffity of preparing food and other things for him had occa-
fioned ber delay. This anfwer was overheard by a man at enmity with hei
hufband; and he was filled with refentment againa ber, confidering, that,
as fhehad prepared food for her hufband for the purpofe of fending hin to
battle againft his tribe, fo in general, if women were not to remain at home,
their hufbands could not be fupplied with provifion, and confequently could
not make war with advantage. From that.time it became a conflant prac-
tice, td cut off the heads of the enemy's women; efpecially, if they happen
to be pregnant, and thereforc confined to theirhoufes; and this barbarity
as carried fo far, that, if a Cùci affail the houfe of an enemy, and kill a wo-
ian with child,forthat le may bring two heads, le acquires honour and
celebrity in hisr'nbe, as the deliroyer of two foes at once.
- As to the marriages of this wiild nation; when a rich man has made a con-
traa of marriage, he gives four or five head of gayàls. (the cattle of the moun-
tains) to the father and mother of the bride, whom he carries to his own
houfe: her parents then kill the gayàls, and, having prepared fermented
liquors and boiled rice with other catables, invite the father, mother, bre-
thren, and kindred of the bridegroom to a nuptial entertainment. When
a. man of fmall prope-ty is inclined to marry, and a mutual agreement is
made, a fimilar method is followed in a lower degree; and a man may marry'
any woman, , xcept his own mother. I.f a married couple live cordially
together, and have'a fon, the wife is fixed and irremovable; but, if they have.
no fon, and efpecially if they live together on bad terms, the hufband may
divorce his wife, and marryafiother woman,

They have no idea of heaven or hell, the reward of god, or the punifh-
ment of bad a&ions; but they profefs a belief, that, when a perfon dies, a
certain fpirit comes and feizes his foul, which he carries away; and that,

whatever


