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eusibly interposed in his favour, and prevented him from doing a fool-
b and rash action: an assertion which no man in sober reflection
®a well believe. How easy was it for his own sense of right and
rong, which Nero might have exercised as well as bimself, to fur-
Rish he supposed divine direction. God does net promise to protect
™ arbitrarily from running into what we call danger, nor from the con-
Xquences of it, no, not even to protect the bodies of the goed from
e hand of the assassin. The ruth is, that the object of his especial
d particular providence over us is, the salvation of the soul, and the
Xercise of it consists in the application of grace : and even here there
v Y be numberless ditficulties which we cannot, and need nof, unra-
""el- But this we know, that “all things work together for good—to
% m that love God.”” * Ask and ye shall receive; seek aud. ye shall
"< for God giveth his Holy Spirit to them that ask him.” Of
; 18 we may be infallibly certain,that he never forsakes those who trust
2 Him ; while the wicked put themselves fiom under that protection
:'hleh the ood enjoy. Does not the Bible teach us explicitly, that
e Holy Spirit is everpresent—ever ready to “help our infirmities,”
aud sanctify the heart that sincerely desires Him £ Is not our bless-
+3 Mediator at the right hand of God as our great High Priest to of-
ST up all our prayers at the throne of grace ? Has he not promised
13 continual presence with the church to the end of time :—that where
%0 or three shall be gathered together in his name thereis he ?
0d if this is not asserting—nay almost describing a particular provi-
®ce for each individual of the human family, what is the amount of
Yuch terms of assurance ? Are the Edinburgh Reviewers 1n the habit
Praying to a God who, their philosophy tells them, turns a deaf
€ar to their petitions,because he is engaged in the general superintend-
duce of every thing else ? They would most probably set us down as
Ny Tash youth indeed, were we to assert, that amidst the general super-
Wendence of divine providence, this earih was neglected. But 1s 1t
Ore conspicuous ang worthy of regard in eomparison of the niyraids
9“!}1llions of systems that float around it,than a nation, or even one
dividual, is to it ? .
he Scriptures also assure us that God heedsnet improper etitions,
*ind will reject them. « Ye ask, and ye have not, hecanse ye ask amiss.
OW amiss ? “That ye may comsume it upon your lust-.”” This sup-
Poses a particular attention to “ every idle word” of bad men; which
' Qothing less than a Karticulz\r providence over them also.
¢ ut itis chiefly with the notion of particular providence in regm‘dto
'® affairs of nations, that the Reviewers are soindignant. Without
Wishing to defend all that they condemn in the authors before them,
We will take the liberty of asking, how the promises made by Corist
}:rﬂle Charch can be fulfilled without the interveution of a particu-
AF providence. not only exercised over the church as such, but as
\terfering with the concerns of nations for her sake ? And isit at
repuguant to the terms of that promise, that particular individ-
Yals should be singled out to meet particular occasions ? Can 1t
:"ﬂY_ be resolved into a general law of divine legislation, indepen-
!“t of particularity in the adininistration, that the Christian Jilin/stry is
*cured to the church by a regular personal tradition from man to
i ? We know that God gives wicked men tie liberty of * fight-
ug against” himself, and counter-working his will in regard to reli-
On. - We positively know that powerful factions are regularly or-
Banized for the purpose of falsifying and driving out of the world the
ord of G.d; and we also know the sole and only cause of it. But
OW is a general providence, wiich scorus to turn aside and
¢ Particular, to meet and circumvent the continually changing par-
Cular attacks of the enemy, made against the general unvarying sys-
of God’s moral Government, and nrade at particular times, and on
"Aticulsr quarters ¥ Aud if he did not interfere, where would this
Predatory system of warfare end, this continual effort on the part of
}I't e devil and his augels” to “ wear out the saints of the Most
'BhY” W hat counter-working influence will the Reviewers oppose to
¢ infernal policy of “the floly Inguisition,” and te that bloody
&mt of extermination which has immolated its hundreds of thousands
Uman victims on the polluted shrine of papal iufullibility ? Per-
0;.'9‘ We may answer in the Reviewer’s own words iz Art. XL p 562
tehl ¢ same number, “We rely on the natural tendency of the human in-
l)uect to t"“}hﬂ“d on the natural tendencyof socicty to improvexfnem:
con e Re.vle\'vers include moral trath in this declaration of their
. tidence indivine providence ? « We, too, rely on his [Got.i’s] goo(!-
t :s‘on his gooduess a8 manifested, not in extraordinary interposi-
in 13, but in those general laws which it has pleased him to cstablish
'Qn:lh: physical, and in the moral world. We rely o the natural
of Rey of thg humzn intellect to truth, and on the nataral tendeucy
Wdoiety to improvement.” If the Reviewers positively meant to

e

include in the above, moral truth, as the la e strongly indicates
we are utterly at a loss to conjecture hew they ispose of the Chris-
tian Religion. We are equally at a loss for the evidence of this good
moral tendency in the human intellect. In fact we knew to the con~
trary. We know without risk of error in the calculation, that the.
constant and unerring tendency of the human intellect is against
moral truth, and. in favour of moral falshood: “ THEY Db No¥ LIKE
TO RETAIN GOD IN THEIR KNowLeDGE.’ Hom i. 25. All men have a
strange and melancholy avertion to whatever is true in morals, if
{;Out own observation on “the world which lieth in wxc!(edneag,”
as nol taught you this mournful truth, turn to that authority which
cannot deceive. “And God saw that the wickedness of man was
eat in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually.”—¢ The Lord looked down fromy
heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that would
understand, and seek after God. Put they are all gone out of the
way ; they are alfogether become abominable ; there is none that dosth
good, no not one.”  Yet in the face of this overwelming testimony,
and pages on pages of the like, the Reviewers have the impumdence to
assert—and to couple their assertion with a claim of trust in divine
£oodness in the promises, that they rely on the natural tendency of the
human intellect to truth for a continual increase in civi ization and
public prosperity, and this tendency they find in the ph sical and mo-
r_al coustitation of man ! We too, young as we are in experience, and
little as we have seen of the great world, have made some observation
on human character, and noticed some of the tendencies of the human
mind : and it is our deliberate eonviction that we never have made
trial of one individual who did not give evidence more or less to the
truth of the above Scripture declarations. Since we have come, in
our official character,in contract with the moral dispositions of men,
and compared them with the word of God, we have often paused in
wonder, and looked around on the scene before us in uttcr astonish-
ment at the amaziug perver.ity of the human heart and mind, in every
thing connected with religion. * The carnal mind” will at any time
toil and Sweat to invent and weave the web of sthistry about itself,
and., In its love of darkness rather than light, will spare no pains to
falsify the word of God, so that it may seem to countenance the deed
of voluntary self delusion. Any thing is more acceptable than a com-
mand from rightful authority ; any thiny is easier than to obey God !
Even _when the mind feels an overcoming necessity for “ confessing
the faith of Christ crucitied,” it is a rare thingifit does not resolutely
and inch byinch dispute the ground of unreserved obedience, especially
1n cases of deep rooted habits of vice ; and many times itis known to
reject the theory of religion in toto after a partial,examination, purely
because it was a standing reproach on its whole moral economy. Thisis
the'tru.e secret of “all false doctrine, heresy and schim ;”” and self-gratifi-
Cation is the main-spring that has invariably put them in motion. Why
had not the Reviewers the honesty to give the credit to the implanted
grace of (hrist under the gospel, (since they were speaking of Chris:
t.lan countries,) rather than to “ the watural lendency of the human
ircllect to truth 7 They agree that nations are preserved, but it is
bya constant tendency of the human mind to improvement. They
certainly know that nations have come and gone on the face of the
carth like the passing clouds on a summer’s sky. This may ossibly
be by a law or laws of cause and effect. But whatlaw otP nature,
z:mxdst this perpetun!ly mingling asd shifting scene, has preservéd
“ the House of Israel” for more than two thousand years, “ scattered
am! peeled” and « sifted” among the nations, yet whole aud entire;
sruitten, and persecuted and pursued for death but not destroyed :—a
living, standing miracle before the whole world as a  swift witness”
agaiust the gain-sayers of God’s word ? W hat tendency of the hu-
man wmind to improvement has kept her alone alive while others have
appeared aud vanished, other nations that each in its turn put forth
s power to effect her extermination but in vain ?  Are the prophe-
cies which predict the preservation and final restoration of the ngs,
apart of the law of nature, committed to the interpretation of human
intelleet in its tendency to truth asa means of bringing iwto practice
“ those general laws which ithas pleased [God] to establish in the phy-
sical and moral world” for the singular gaurdianship of this most
wonderful people 7 We heartily wish the Reviewers would setfle
this business, and then make it the starting point of their auguments
for ove turning the probability of any « extraordinary interpositions’
ot divine providenee in the affairs of this world.

We freely acknowledge that, to all classes of truth but one, the hu-
man mind has a natural teadency : but they must none of them savor
of pure and undifiled religian. e are well aware that multitudes of
mechanical, scientific, and philosophic truths have been discovered



