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most tact, experience and varied knowledge of
life and literature; Then it is her privilege to
lead and guide the conversation ; with swift
tact to turn the course if rocks are ahead—to
evade skilfully, encourage sweetly, repress grave-
ly. Anditis only 2 woman that can touch the
curb with so light a hand that she checks with-
out wounding. She allows no freezing ice to
form and obstruct the full, free sail of thought ;
but by kindliness and grace stimulates to exer-
tion all the latent mental powers that may he
around her.

Then every one looks happy ; and good talk
flows like wine from the golden chalice; the
mutual pleasure of giving and receiving, the
consciousness of heightened fascination, the
triumph of success, all combine to give radiance
to the countenance, intelligence to the eyes and
eloquence to the lips. Thought flashes like light
from the facets of & well-cut gem ; while anima.
tion and the swift changes of ever-varying ex-
pression make all faces interesting, and some
beautiful, There is heat or vehemence in dis-
cuseion, for manner is g wall of - defence against
aggressive self-assertion ; and the presence of
a high-bred woman insures decorum and refine-
ment.

By dignity, grace and tact she claims and re-
ceives her queenly right to the homage of cour-
teous deference and purity of conversation ; and
the supreme social sovereignty of woman is
never more evidenced than when she touches
into harmony all the diverse and conflicting
elements of social intercourse. At such times,
when all the rich spiritual splendors of intellect
are mauifested, there is no need of any adven-
titious aid from other sources of enjoyment.
There is talk far above singing, and the soft rip-
ple of Ionic mirth struck from the converse of
related sounls is a music worthy of a symposium
of the gnds.

IWHAT 1S ARISTOCRACY !
(BY Frr4xo0onLe IN AMERICA.)

Y A-as, I heartily wish that people wouldn’t
bothah me about such things; but they will
persist in coming wound to my wesidence at all
sorts of hours to obtain my ide-ahs as to what
weal arwistocwacey is, and if such a thing weally
exists in aw Amerwica. Theydo this, although
1 have wepeatedly told them that they are
egwegious donkeys to werwy themselves about
such mattahs. -

“It's verwy poor taste,”” T observed to a rich
young suob, the othah day, who was dwessed in
a tightly-fitting fwock coat and wore an ex-
twemely stiff collar all the way arwound the cir-
cumfewence of his thwoat; ““in your Wepub-
lican countwy, what the aw deuce does it mat-
tah whethah your ancestahs came he-ah two
hundwed ye-ahs ago. or 2 me-ah generwation
back 7 In neithah instance could they have
had a gweat deal of money or wespectability, or
they would nevah have left Kurwope.

Aw,"” said this widienlous fellaw, as he
wested his pointed-toe boots on an easy chai-ah
at his vulgahly pwetentious elub: ‘“you're
quite wong, Mr. Fitznoodle—quite wong. My
uweat-gwandfather was a Knickerbocker and a
judge.”

** Ya-as,”” I weplied : “but in those days any
fellaw who could aw wead and witéy and did not
make a pwactice of getting dwunk, conld be a
jndge. It'was notan honah, because there
was no population, and no  pwoperty to steal.”’

v ““Dut, Mr. Fitznoodle, yon don’t mean to
say that I am not vastly superwi-ah to the cads
vwho are now. engaged in shop keeping, car
dwiving and otah disweputable occupations?
Hang it, ye know, I'm a gentleman, because
I've a wegulah income and am not obliged 1o
earn my living,"’

My zood fellaw,” 1 weplied, *“you areuno
bettah than the cads you wefer to, who, by-the-
way, are not cads at all'; but you are making un
awiul ass of yoursell in pwetending to be
gweatah than your neighbah, and the soonal
you get your aw bwain wid of such atwocious
nonsense the maw desirewable it will be faw
‘you. You are not beitah, and ought not to be
in Amerwica, than you-ah gwoom or coachmau
or butchah boy, except perwhaps in education.
There cahn't, de-ah boy, be any such thing as
pwide of birth he-ah.”

““ But don’t ye know, Mr, Fitznoodle, that,
in Baltimore, arwistocwacy has beeu delined at
last, and that it is be banded togethah undah
the name of the Arwyan Ordah of Amerwica,
and diwected by a pwovost generwal ?  Descen-
dants of generwals, colonial governahs, signahs
of the Declarwation of Independence and wesi-
dent Eurwopean nobility.”

It you are going to talk any niaw such wub-
bish as this,” 1 angwily weplied, ** L must
weally dwop - you ah ~acquaintance. You are
verwy fah wemoved from noble blood. Your
ancestahs pwobably came ovah in the steerwage,
aud cultivated vegetable pwoductions in mar-
ket gardens, and you can see any numbah of
their pwototypes at the pwesent time. If not,
they were inferwi-ah twadesmen or laborwahs,
and, I am sorry to say, you and your female
welatives show that “you have this common
blood in your veins by talking in such an idiotic
maunah. - There is nobody in aw New York
soviety who can be considahed “urwistoewatic.
All are descended {wom people equivalent to the
emigwants daily arwiving from Gweat Bwitain,
and you appe-ah, my young fwiend, to come
fwom even a lowah gwade than what I have
descwibed."’

The fellaw, who befaw was always . wegaling

verwy wed in the face, and now takes the
twouble to avoid me. It's a gweat welief, and
I wejoice at it ; but what a horwid piece of jm-
pertinence and pwesumptuous vulgarwism on

his part ! I weally was obliged to snub him
aw.

COUNOD ON MIISIC.

MUSIC NOW TOO COMPLEX —THE NEXT MANSTER
TO BE AS SIMPLE AS MOZART OR ROSSINI,

Gounod, in a late interview in Loudon, said,
among other things :
‘o my mind the intellectual tendency of
the art of music is greater than the sentimental
to-day, but the great fault of music now is that
it is complex and not simple. Masters are too
apt tostudy the eftfects of a hautboy, of a violin,
of a flute— questions of detail—and to disregard
the great value of the tout ensemble—the expres-
sion, in its completeuess, of an idea. It was
not always so. Rossini and Mozart, for ex-
ample, were Loth sublimely simple. All the
greatest things are alwayssimple. Rossinicom-
posed divinely from divineinspiration. Itisas
though God had ordered him to sing, and he
sang—naturally, easily, and spontancously. 1t
was his nature, and there was no elfect. TIhe
same was true of Mozart.”
“What is your opinion of the art of music
now ¥ inquired the interviewer.
““ Like everything else, it is in a transitory
stage. It is not wholly sentimontal or wholly
practical. When the two are wedded together
it will be sublime and the fact of our being in
this transitory state gives me confidence. There
is strength in weakness, and where there is op-
position to truth, truth wounld be the loser; we
gain the strength and experience by combat and
failure ; and it is always after a transitory and
hesitating stage like the present that the grand-
est epoch comes when ideality and reality go
hand in hand, when faith and reason are one.
The time will come, rely upon it, although per-
haps neither you nor I will see it. It is the
natural evolution of all things, and the history
of human thought is as the physical history of
this planet. As years and centuries roll on we
shall see things cleaver, until at length faith
and reason will be as one, and things which we
now counsider supernatural will be natural.
Music isenly one phase of thoughs, and in con-
sidering its present condition and its future, I
cannot separate it from other forms of thought.
They all have the same history, and will even-
tually meet with the same full compieteness and
perfect power.”
““ But what will be the result of this present
complex condition of the theory of music in
Karope
“Why, naturally from. this complexity will
spring simplicity. ‘T'he next great master will
be as simple as Mozart- or Ros$ini. He will
come as a giant and break all, but with the
fragments of what lie has broken ha will erect
a splendid temple—Power ; powerful, because it
is truth, and simple, because it is true and
powertul, As it is with the history of any art,
so it is with the history of nations. Germany
has been for years the head, the reason, the in-
telligence ; and I'rance, the heart, the senti-
ment. The day will come when they will un-
derstand each other, and be asone.”

““ How long did it take you to write ¢ Faust ¥
was asked. i

¢ About two years and a hall ; but then [ was
interrupted. I wrote ¢ Le Médicin Malgré Lui’
in the middle of * Faust.” TPeople did not un-
derstand that kind of music—the simple. 1 ex.
pressed the Freust and Maryuerite of Goethe as |
understood them.” )

¢ Ilave you ever heard Spohr's ¢ Faust 7 in-
quired the correspondent.

“ Yearsago ; but 1 do not recollectit. Ilam
glad 1 di*l not know 1tywell at the time 1 com-
posed miue, for it might have modilied my con-
ception of the subject.”

After a pause M. Gounod broke ont : *“ 1 envy
men who have time to express their thoughts by
oratory or by writing. 'I'hese men are the real
apostles. 1 amnothing but a poor musician,
and the theatre absorbs all my * time, 1 envy
wen who canzdivectly appeal to the thoughts
of their feilow-men by their penor by their
voice.” ’

*“But  surely music is an expression of
thought ¥’
“ Yes, of course ; but not sodirect. 1 do not

complain, for everything has its use, but’'l envy
men who are free, nnd who have time 1o use
their taculties as they please. Had 1 my life
over again, I should not be a musicun; I
should devote my faculties to literature und
philosophy.”

LCHUES FROM LONDON.
Loxpox, Dec. 28.

Trire is o ramor that o title will be bestowed
on Mrs, Gladstune.

Tiw Princess Dolgorouki and suite are ex-
pected next week at Nice for the season.

It is said that one of the vacant Ctarters will
Ve olfered to the Duke of Leinster.

I'r iy said thxit, for obvious reasons, there will

me with accounts of his illustwious lineage, got

Stk Turovore Manriy is said to be engaged
on a new and elaborate life of Lord Lyndhurst,
the materials for which will be supplied by Lady
Lyndhurst.

ARRANGEMENTs are being made to celehrate
the Parliamentary jubilee of Sir Harry Verney,
the Liberal member for Buckingham, who was
first elected for that borough fifty years ago.

Tiene has been @ scheme preparing for some
time past to crect new oflices for the Admiralty
and the War Oftice. It is possible that the
buildings will be commenced early next year.

A “aerenaxt” imported into Austiralia some
thousands of primroses in small pots, snd sold’
them at very high prices, as home remiuniscences.
The English primrose and real lnglish earth
were a bit of the old country !

Ar the half-yearly meeting of the Goat So-
ciety it transpired that the Duke of Wellington
was a great breeder of goats, and that his two
choice animals were called Billy Gladstoue and
Billy Doux. The contrast in tempers had given
rise to their names.

T virtues of plum-pudding being one of the
scientific topics just now under discussion, it
may not be out of place to mention that plum-
pudding has, time out of mind, made its appear-
ance at Christmus on the Royal dinner-table in
the shape of a soup.

Tur Old English Fair has penetrated to Aber-
deen. The good peoplo of that city are goingto
descend from their lofty intellectual n%titude,
and go in for larking on Thursday next, [t is
for the good of a chureh, be it understood.

Ix a very high quarter it is felt that the new
Archbishop should incline to view with favor
the highly important and necessary measure
which has recoived the support of the Royal
Dukes for legalizing marriage with a deceased
wife’s sister,

Tuereis a desire to light all the cathedrals
and large churches by electricity ; as that would
lessen danger from fire it is most desirable.
Canterbury was about to set the good example,
but has failed in deing so from want of funds,

Me. Gravstoxk has taken to reading the les-
sons at Hawarden Church on Sundays. 1t is not
on account of any want of clerical strength to
conduet the duties, but becanse, as the gay pre-
mier says, time hangs heavily on his hands when
he is not occupied.

Tigre has been one Welsh fancy fair in Lon-
don ; its success has ensured the experviment of
a second., ‘The picturesque costumes of the
ladies was the attraction. Why not have a
divided dress fair ?

I'r was some time since stated that Barnum
would open the Alexandva Palaco next vear. His
secretary has been hoveringabou for some time,
and it now appears that the arrangement has
been concluded.

A Mrexiciran Reform Club of London'is to be
formed. The principles of the new club will be
opposition to needless overthrow of existing in-
stitutions, retaining that which is sound and
good, and reforming that which reguires improve-
ment. I( this is no healthy principle, what is?

Tuw new lord, Lord Wolseley, has not been
supplied with arms from the usual depit whence
soldiers receive material of war, but has manu-
factured his own arms. ' His supporters are a
toorkha and a Gordon Highlander, signifying
that e owes them much. He might have added
a peu.

As a proof of the increasing interest in the
temperance cause, it may be mentioned that the
blue ribbon is now worn by the Duchess of
Sutherland, " Dichess of Westminster, lady
Mount-Temple, Countess Brownlow, Countess of
lillesmere, and the Hon. Mres. Howard. Mr.
Gieorge Howard, M.P., has also donned the
badge.

Tus Art Union of London issues this year a
most acceptable engraving 3 it is a-copy ol Bur-
gess's *¢ Stolen by Gipsies,'’ the memory of which
all will have treasured who have seen'it, for it
was most interesting in subject and beautifully
painted. The engraving has beon prepured by
Messrs, Lumb Stocks, R.A., and C. Jeeus.

DiaMoxD pig brooches, supposed to bring the
owner good luck, are among the newest things
for Christimas and New Year's presents, and cer-
tainly nothing can be qaieter “or prettior. - 1{ a
huge brooch is required a stye might be added
with excellent eflect. :

A yousa Ameriean fashionable having received
by mistuke in. his washing an articte of attire
which belonged to Mrs. Langtry took the:liberty
of wearing it'as a ruflled shirt. He explained
the circumstance to hiz club friends, and the

be ne drawing-room at Dublin Castle next year.

TRAMWAYS are being resisted in the north of
Loudon, and petitions ngaiust the invasion of
that suburb have been numerously and iniluon-
tially signed.  Tramways seem to agreo with the
wants of foreigners much more than with those
of English people. We care more for our horses
aud carringes, and our driving is better. Tram-
ways mar the efforts of the bost coachinan, and
are ruinous to vehicles and horsus.

Lorp Lyrrox is hard at work on a biography
of his father. 1t is a formidable undertaking,
for the number of volumes is indefinite. Threo
of thom will be published in the spring. A
feature of great interest will be an uuto{»iogrnphy
of the novelist up to tho age of twenty-two, and
there will be o great quantity of correspondence,
together with hitherto unpublished compositions
of tho late Karl. Bulwer Lytton is ono of the
greatest figures in the annals of fiction, and his
undoubted gifts, his remarkable versatility, and
his associntions as & politician, as well as a
writer, with the most distinguished porsonage:
of hig time must make his biography very cn-
tertaining reading.

LoxvoxEers are about to muake acquuintance
with electricity as a motive power without the
necossity of visiting the Crystal Palace. Great
preparations ave being made at the Agrienltural
Hall fora World's ¥air, to be held from to-dny
well into the new yoar, one grest attraction of
which will be an electric railway. The fair will
not, however, entirely depend upou scientific
amusements for attraction. There aro to be a
Richardson’s show, an imposing menagorie, a
skating rink, a glass exhibition, optical illusions,
a dog and monkey circus, » variety exhibition,
aud a marionetto theatre, with accessories in the
way of shooting saloouns, swings, Christmas trees,
and music thrown in.  As thore are to bo no ex-
tra fees, it must be admitted that the sixpenny
entrance payment will cover a multitude of
smusgements,

MISCELLANY,

Six cateras wers recently usedin photograph-
inga wreck' blown up by United States en-
gineers, the views being about a secoud apart,
and being taken instantaneously. A photo-
graph taken one-tenth of a secoud after the ox-
plosion showed the vessel broken and a column
of water seventy feet high; a second photo-
graph, 1.5 seconds after, showed a column of
water 160 feet high ; a third photograph, taken
2.3 geconds after, showed the column at its full
height of 180 feet, while fragments of wreckage
were in the air, but none had fallen to disturb
the surfce of the water ; a fourth picture, taken
3.3 sccouds after, showed the columu falling
and the surface of the water disturbed ; while a
fifth photograph, 4.3 seconds after, showed that
all was over.

Tie South Kensington Museum has been en-
riched by & magnificent bequest, comprising
pictures, sculptures, porcelain, furniture, trin-
kets, and miniatares, produced during the
reigns of Louis X1V, The sale of similar: ob- -
Jjects in the Hamiiton collection, aund the prices
realised for them may have given rise to an im-
pression that an age couspicuous for “uncurbed
extravagance was dawning upon London. ~The
sums, however, which were paid for Freuch
works ofart at the - Hamilton sale were . fre-
quently no higher than the original prices for
une objects when now. There was little increase
on account ol the ago of the objects or the de-
cease of the workmen who made them. Iun the
tace of such considorations, £300,000 may pro-
bably be fairly named as an approximate value
of the Jones Beqguest, which is arranged at - the
South Konsington Museum, and is now open to
the public. '

NEWS OF THE WEEK,

M, Guapsroxy is indisposed.

A Ministerial crisis has occurred in Spain.
'he Ministry has resigned. :

Dr. Lyvox Praveain has resig
the Imperial House of Comuons,

A viongxt shock of carthquake was felt in
Northern Qhio on Saturday morning.

Pouk, the defaulling Tennessee Stuto 'I'rea-
surer, has been arrested at San Antonio, Texus.

Gadprrra's {uneral took place at Paris on
Saturday. Over 300,000 took part in the cere-
mounics. RN

Tue steamship Cily of Brussels sank: last
Saturday ofl’ Liverpool. ‘Ten persons, including
two passongers, were drowned, o o

A serovs allray oceurred in - Alexandrin be:
tween LFuropean gud lgyptian policomen, one
Albanian being killed and several others wound.
ed' L B .

ned his seal in

A molle proscqui has been entered at. New
York in:the ense of : Hlanford, the cenductor,
held for manslaughter in the Spuyten ‘Duyvel
collision. ‘ 7
. Mun.- Sexrox, M.P., speaking at Slige, on:.. -
Saturday, declared the policy of the Irish party
was to enrry ou an agitation for the indspendence
of Ireland. . : )

ANQLAND and' Portugal aro reported Lo have -
signed an agreement, by which the former, in
raturn for the cession of Wydah, on the West:

dear boys have all ‘gone in for the *¢ Langtry
ruffle.””’ : L :

Coast of . Africa, will support the claima of Pore
tugal to the Congo River territory.




