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" CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK' ENDING SATURDAY, |
S ~ JANUARY 21,1871, .
Jan. 15.—Se¢ond  Sunday after Bpiphany. ‘Brltlsh‘f ‘

Suwoay,
o : ‘Museum opened, 1759. T
" Mempay, - ‘. 16.—Batila of Corunna, 1808, - Mrs, Nisbett
: : .died, 1858. . SO
Tresanay, #_  17.—Franklin born, 1708. Hartley Colliery’

. " accident, 1862, - DO
‘Wannesoay, ¢ 18.——~81 Prizea, V, & M.  Old Twelfth Day.

Tuvrapay, ¢ 19.—Yorkand Lancaster united, 1486. James
Watt born, 1736, First Settleruent in
o Hobart Town, 1804, ‘
Fapiy, i 20.—8, Fadian, Bp. & M. Garrick died,
1778.
“Sasmwpay, 'Y 218/ dgnes, V. & M. Australia colonised,

1788. Vaccination introduced, 1798,

THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 1871.

No other international question-can possibly interest
Canadians s0 much as that of the relations between Great
Britain and the United States. On both sides of the
Atlantic the Dominion is spoken of as a //semi-independ-
ent State.”” While on the transatlantio side there are
those who would share with us the burthen of the defence
of the integrity of the Empire to the last dollar and the
last man, there are others who think empire and. coumtzy
and nationality a stupid and irrational, or at leaéﬂf;n y

RS
B

sentimentsl dream ; and on the cis-atlantic side,is;a
powerful nation, greedy of territory, almost glmu'e&‘}_r":-‘of
principle, which impatiently awaits the day when 'i}’cdn
fliaumt its flag from every tower in our land, firm in the
conviction that that day must soon come, and fo‘oli'b”hb
believing that every annoyance, every humﬂxad&&,p{;t
upon ua will hasten it! Ouly Canadians can appreciste
the full absurdity of these assumptions; only Canadians
can understand the lack of patriotism of those who, on
the otker side of the ocean, blinded by the spirit of trade,
or carried away by some absurd notion of * national
brotherhood,” see no difference between Canada as a part
of the British ®mpire, and Canada as another half.dozen
in the constellation of Unit  States. In medio is hardly
safety for us. It is rather between two fires, or between
the extremes of cold and heat,- that this Dominion is
placed ; but. fortunately for us, the very isolation of
Great Britain from the other European nations, and her
many and irritating disputes with the only power on the

. Wastern hemisphere that has strength enough to make
itself felt in Europe. bas compelled evem anti-Colonial
statesmen, as they have been called, to turn their atten-

- tion to those young nations growing up to power and in-
fluence, in allegiance to the British Crown, and to ask
themselves whether, after all, these communities were
not worthy cultivatior and encouragement as friends and
allies in the future?

Assuredly, nothing but the manifestation of their own
atrength has saved the Colonies from the last conse-
quences of the Radical policy which, for the past thirty
or forty years, has, more or less, guided all ;;artiea in
England. Their vigorousd growih, their sturdy loyalty,
their ready faculty of meeting every danger, and their
steady progress under all conditions yet imposed upon
them, have made an impression upon every thinking
mind in Great Britain, and taught the statesmen of the
most opposite schools that in them were the capacity for

- development, and the latent power that would undoubt-
.edly warm into healthy national lifs. Thus, though the
Colonies are railed at nearly as they were in former days,
it is but as the beaten partizans of an ebandoned super-
' stition that their enemies spesk ; they may bring up all
t$heir old arguments to sustain their favourite theory, but’
they no longer say. ‘‘Cut the Colonies adrift,”” they dare

“not follow their own logic to its practical conclusion, and

~ -hence, with the most absurd inconsistency, they proclaim

- to the Colonists a condition of allegiance that never yet'
“existed outside of Utopia—that of ¢ permissive '’ attaeh-
‘ment to the Empire, with the privitege of desertion at

' sny chosen moment. Let us suppose the unlikely mis.

- fortune ‘of war between the United States and Great
. Britain: The military strategists of the Empire would
. undoubtedly reason that they had, in the St. Lawrence
- | nawigstion. from the ocean to the upper lakes, a splendid
‘" lime from which, at a hundred diﬂeren_t‘ points, - the
. ‘ememy might be attacked: ' But at the moment of the
.. deelaration of war, let Canada take advanlage of the
' permission accorded by a few optimist politicians, and
_.declare’ her independence, or union with the Republic,
- and what would be the position of Britain? The coaling

< stations on the west cosat of the Atlantic closed. against
* 'her'fleet; the St. Lawrence barred ; her srmy shut out
. fromall operations until after an_enforced landing in.

. ¥he epemy’s country; ‘the war in fact reduced to a mari-

. time guerills in which the enemy would have everything

the reverve. ‘With Biiiinli’“Ahl&r_id. @mﬁexed to the United
States: the Republic could withstand for twenty years &

‘blockade by-the united fleets of Europe, and that without

very serious inconvenience. . This fact is so well-known
that military writers .on the question of war with the
‘United States mako an essantial point of landing an army
upon U’ 8: territory. From no point can this be so readily-
and s0 easily done as from Canada; the only feasible al-
ternative being to invade the Pacific States, but that, as a
military manwuvre, has been partially spoiled by the con-
struotion of railways from the North and West. -

We contend, for these special reasons, as well as for the
general dignity of the Empire, that Britain cannot forego
her Colonial appanage in North America without loss of
power as well ns of prestige, while in regard to the in-
terests of commerce, 80 powerful in England, one has
only to'look st thie proportion, per head, as between the

| population of Canada snd the United States, of British
| imports, to convince himself how disastrous would it be

to British industry did the MorreH tariff gird the Northern
half of the Continent. Yet the Pall Mall Gazette, spesk-
ing of the awkward position of the Home Government
with respect to the existiné ‘¢ gituation,'’ snys:

# The hostility of the United Stntes iz the true key to the
position occupied Ly Great Britain, and we should stand a
greal desl better with the world if we honestly acknowledged
it. Those among us who are striving theirhardest to put some
other construction on Russipn and Prussian diplomacy than
that which every organ of opinion outaide England has placed
upon it would most of them admit, if they would speak frankly,
that the consideration would reconciles them to turning the
other cheek to Count Bismarck after one has been smitten by
Prigce Gortechakoff is their comvinction that if we made a
bold step forward on the European political stage the Ameri-
cans would take us at a disadvantage. The great crror of
English statesmanship is unquestionably its tendency to tlde
over the difficulties which arise with the United States by the
help of the expedient which comes first to band. But it is
labour lost, aud an ultimate rebuff invited, when the Foreign
Office meddles with Kuropean politics, so long as any American
question remains unsettled. No greater blunder was ever com-
mitted than the postponement of the * Alabama' grievances.
It is true we can never be sure what complaints the Amerioans
will advance. Even the English Foreign Office might be for-
given fornot having looked forward toa rencwal of the Fishery
dispute. The true policy is neverthéleas to solve all American
controversies as rapidly as possible, and by any issuc rather
than none. The policy acinally followed has been the very
worst conceivable. When the *Alabama” claima had been
postponed—when the Dominion of Canada had becn establish-
ed—when our American territories wera virtually garrisoned
‘by 8 weak militia, there remained, as M Thiers put it, not
another fault to be gailty of”

It is not difficult to conceive that this feverish anxiety
to settle with the Amaerican Republic at almost any cost
may work serious mischief for Canada in respect of the
fisheries or other matters of dispute that will possibly
arise hereafter; but if Britain undertakes to shake the
United States off her back before resming her former
place in the counocils of Europe she will assume a task of
extreme difficulty. The Pall Mall Gazette itself, in a pre-
ceding portion of the article from which we have quoted,
gives the most rational explanation of the continued
existence of the Anglo-American ¢ dificulty” when it
says:— The truth is that the sentiments of the Amueri-
““ can people towards the British ars like the sentiments
‘““ of the Athenians towards tyrants. They are the legacy
“ of the past, not the product of the present; and they
‘tare kept alive by a series of commonplaces which are of
‘ perpetual recurrence in the themes of schoolboys and

“in the perorations of grown. politicians.” Now
these very facts prove, if they prove anything,
that the settlement for which the Gazette so ear-

nestly pleads would by no means relieve Britain from
the danger of American complications were she to be
engaged in a European war. Nobody can have forgotten
how American sympathy went out towards Russia duriog
the Crimean war. Nor need we doubt that if the Crar
forces a renewnl of the struggle the current will -again
flow in the same direction, and that, too, utterly indepen-
dent of “Alabama” claims or fishery disputes. The con-
clusion is obvious : Britain has no motive for making con-
casslons to the Republic that ought not to influence her
in dealing with every other power. Dignity, firminess, fair.
play, and liberality in the interpretation of treaties, are
all qualities the' Americans can appreciate, and would, from’
their very nature, be compelled to respect. But conces.
sion; the abandonment of clearly defined righta; a retreat
before the battle ; will only earn for Britain atronger feel-
ings of antagonism and ingite fo ‘fresh demands. The
fact is that abuse of the British Lion is a Fourth of July.
themeo and a Congressional and Presidentisl election card,
It has been used for these purposes heretofore when the
present grievances had no oxistence; it will be used again
long aftér they have passed into cblivion; and it would
be used none the less were Canada ceded to the Republia
to‘morrow. Britain has but to maintain thestrength,’
naval and military, which her greatness demands, and the
policy which knows neither concession to the great nor:

46 gain and very little to lose, and Great Britain exactly

from the United States, among whose people the political

oppression of the small, and she has very little to fear |

value of m,ti-Briti;h gontiment l' P°’h'P' mON tru]y
gauged ' than it oan be by any outsiders,'and who, as o :

‘rule, regard.u. war with’ theh‘OWukithnndkm s a
_calamity to. be avoided, however much they may 'feel

ti

ckled by abuse of England in stump specches or Inde.

‘pendenco Day orations,

- *CHRONICLE -OF THE WAR. -

The past fortnight has boen one of great importance in the
history of the war, and one which, following & seagon of great
inactivity on the part-of both the hostile armies, makes the
opening. of the new year as the beginning of a new ora in the
course of oporations in France.  The stiack npon and capture
of Avron was the signal for the beslegers around Paris to wake
to new activity. The position, one of but small value it is
true, had hardly been occupied when a determined effort was
wmade all along the besieging line, from’ Aubervilliers to. Issy,
to destroy the forts whose cont{nunl and well-directed fire
harassed the opérations of the Germans, and prevented them
from planting their guns in suitable positions to commancs
the bombardment. In the north-east the bombardment of the
forts was commenced immediately after the occupatiou of
Avron, but in the south, in the neighbourhood of Xssy Vanves,
and Montrouge, operations were delayod antil the 5(.'!\, when
all being rcady, the attack was commenced and continue
with congiderable succeas. The casemates of Fort Rosny were;
destroyed shortly after the commencemeat of the bombard.’
ment, and those of Issy and Vanves after: being shelled for
forty-cight hours. The two latter forts were bombarded from
the batteries at Clamart and Ville d'Isay, throwing shot
welghing twenty-four pounds, and shclls weighing sixty-
fiva pounds, For somc time the fire wes vigorously re-
turned with shell of a mnuch greater weight, but the
casemates being destroyed, and the barracka gelng dis-
covered to be on fire, the return fire bocame less frequent,
-and finally ceased on Saturday last. Forts Roany and Nogent,
{n the cast, have also suffered soverely, and it is belleved that
in this direction there is no French infantry outside the forti-
fications. Paris dates to the 3rd inst., say the damage from
the bombardment has been slight, The French losses thus far
‘had been 20 killed and 200 wounded. The citizens and army
were clamarous for offensive actiop.

In the north a great battle was fought on the 3rd, on the left
bank of the Seine. The result of thia, however, is unknown,
both sides, as usunl, claiming the victory. Manteuffel, in his
despatch announcing the affalr, states that thros cannon, three
flags, and 500 prisoners were captured by Gen. Bautheim, the
officer in command. Faittherbs has made no public announce-
ment of any victory, but in a recent proclamation Lo his army
he tbanks his soldiers for the victories gained both at Pont
Noyelles and at Bapaume. The army under Manteuffe] has
again resumed its march on Havre. On the 7th 10,000 Ger-
mans belonging to this army were defeated by Gencral Ray,
The Prussians still hold Rouen, the garrison thers having been
strangly reihforced. 'They have also made their reappearance
at Yvetdt and St. Valery. Gen. Bourbaki is marching towarda
Naucy, and Faidherbe is making every effort to break through
the Prussian line and effect a junction with him at that place,
for the purpose of cutting off the Prussian supplics. In the
south it Is reporied - that. Gen. Chanzy is again marching for-
ward to the relief of Paris, In the wost the Prusdans have
occupied Vendome, and are pushing ou still forther. A grest
gau.le isshortly expected in the east between Yon Werder nad

aribaldl. ‘

u

OUR WAR TLLUSTRATIONS,

Our full page illustration shows the attack. made by the
Prussian guard on the 30th of October upon the French st Le
Bourget, The regiment which made the attack is that known
as the Queen Elieabeth's Own, and formed part of the com-
mand of Gen. Von Budritzki, who led the attak in person, on
foot, and himself carrying the regimental colours. On the
oppositc page an illustration, from a sketch taken from the
Prussian look-out post at the Marly aqueduct, shows the
striking effect produced by casting the electric light over the
western gide of Paris, behind Mont Valerien, which riscs
darkly frowning in the middle of the view. Another jllustra- *
tion shows a party of Pruszian scldiers in comfortable quartera
on tho outskirts of Paris, in the country-house perhaps of some
comfortable, steady-going old propriétaire, with whose eollar
the intruders are making - particularly free, judging from the
occupation of the couple in the left-hand corner of the {[Justra-
tion. The solf-constituted cook ia busy at work at the fire-
place, over which, on the marblo mantelpiece, stand some
cups and pots that make an odd contrast to the ormolu clock
on one slde. The room is littered with baggage and bedding,
and tne handsome walls sre disfigured with nails on which
heng the soldiers' accoutrements. On the same page another
illustration shows how provisions for the expected sfege—
consisting mainly of flour and rice—are stored in the theatrs

of the Casino des Arta at Lyons.

THE HOLMAN OBERA TROUPE.

. This troupe commenced an engagement at the Theatre
Royal on Tuesday last.” The lhouse must have presented a
most satisfactary appearance to tha lcssce, the manager, and

‘| all those monetarily intercsted.  The Boxes were resplendant

Ain their array of faghion aud beauty, while the Dross Circle
was. brilliant with youth, age, and elegance  The Gallery
was full and the Pit also. _‘TiJe Opers presented was Offen-
‘bach’s ¢ Grande Duchesse ; all Opera-goers are familiar with
the Jibretto, and therefore it is unneccessary 1o narrate the
story. . Offenbach's music has that light- and aparkling viva-
.city.of style that always delights a" Parisian aundience, and it
would seom to have a reflcx hero, - Miss Ballic Holman ia de-
liciously pretty, and her abandon of style both in acting and
singing impressed the audicnco very perceptibly.  Some of
the company ware unfortunately labouring under severe colds
80 ~ommon to the geason; but the performandes nevertheloss
werc such as gave tho most gratifying satisfaction to the
auditory. The house was cold,and the dranghts frora open doors
(which ought to bo remedied) wero chilling. to -thoso on back
seats.  The scats for tho sccond night were noarly all secured
‘before- the. ﬁrat-performmbo_"v_ms’0ver} which is sufficient ovi-
denee that: the' Holman' Troupoe must bo ‘immensely popular,

and t._hat’ithb-'ﬁj‘n_tu‘mr‘ of interpreting - and rendering Operstic
music by _@hom fs:appreciated by the Montreal patrons of the -



