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CANADIAN ILLU

(Written for the Casadian filwstratel Neiwes.)

FIRST SNOW.
I.

The san buras pale and low
Along the gloomy avenue of pines,
And the vrev mist hangs heamly o lines
-~ Above the torrent's How,

1L .

I hear on the purple hill
The caw of the Backbird dying from the cold,
And hum of inseets hiding in the mould
Under the ruined wmill
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The deep embrownéd wood .
1s paslanded with wreaths of fleeey white,
Aund the stark poplar stands, hke Nurthland
Muied in snowy hood. {sprite,
v,
Afar, the village root
Gilistens with gems—the bridee that spans the
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Is earpeted with downp-—the harvest plain
Gleams like a vryatal woofl
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The pine knots brightly blsze
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SECOSD SCENE—MNalizlhorge MHuuse.

CHAPTER VI —fomtinued.

Horace was innocent coough to answer her
seriously. ¢ You would not even let me
speak of our marriage just now,” he said,

“ Never mind wpat 1 did just now,”? she
retoried, petulaotly.,  ©They wsay women are
changeable. 1t is one of the defects of the
SeX.”

“ Heaven be praised for the defects of the
sex !’ cried Horace, with devout sincerity.
“ Do you really leave me to decide 77

« 1i you insist on it.”

Horace considered for a moment—the sub-
ject being the law of marriage. < We may be
married by licence in a fortnight,” be said.
1 fix this day fortnight.”

She held up her hands in protest.

“Why not? My lawver is ready. There
are no preparstions to make, You said when
you accepted me that it was to be a private
marriage

Merey was obliged to own  that she had
certainly said that,

¢ We might be married at once—if the Jaw
would only let us. This day fortnight! Say
He drew her closer o him,  There
wax 3 panse.  The musk of cuquetry—baidly
worh from the fimt—dropped from her, Her
sad grey eyes rested compassionately on Lis
vcager face,  # Dou't look s¢ serious " he zaid.
#Only one littl: word, Grace ! Only. Yes,”

Rhe sighed, and said in.  He kissed her
passionately. It was only by a resolute effort
that she released herself, © Leave me! she
gaid, faintly, # Pray leave me by myself i°

She was in earnest—sitraogely in earnest,
She was trembling from head to foot. Horacs
rose to feave her. ¢ T will find Lady Janet,”
hie waid 5 1 long to show the dear old lady
that I buve recoversd my spirits, and to tell
her why.' He turned round at the libeary
door. “You won't go away? You will let
e Bee Yyou dgain when yon are more com-
posed 7

“ 1 will wait here,” said Mercy.

Saulafied with that reply, be left the Toom,

Her hands dropped on her lap 3 her head
sank back wearily on the cushions at the
bead of the sofs, There was a° dazed Benna-
tion in her: her mind felt stunned, She
wondiered vacantly whether she wis awdke or

—yen I

dreaming. Had she really said the word
which pledged her to marry Horace Holmeroft
in a fortnight? A fortniwht! S(m}cthiug
might happen in that time o prevent it she
might find her way in a fortnight out of the
terrible position in which she stood. Auy-
way, come what might of it, she had choseu
the preferable alternative to a private iu-
terview with Julisn Gray.  She mised herself
from her recumbent position with n start, as
the idea of the interview—dismissed for the
last few minutes—possessed itself again of ber
mind. Her excited imagination figured Julisn
Gray as present in the reom at that moment,
speaking to her as Horace had propoacil, She
saw him seated close at her side—this man
who had shaken her to the soul when he was
in the pulpit, and when she was listening to
him (unscen) at the other end of the chapel
~—she saw  him  close by her, looking her
searchingly in the face; secing her shameful
secret in her »yos; hearing itin her voice
feoling it in her trembling hands; forcing it out
of her word by word, till she fell prostrate at
his feet with the confession of the frund. Her
head dropped again on the cushions; she hid
her fice in horror of the scence which her
excited fancy had conjured up. BEven now,
when she had wade that dreaded ioterview
needloss, could she feel sure (mecting him
on the most Jdistaut terms) of Bot betraying
herself 7 She could no! feel sure. Something
in her shuddered and shrank st the bare ides
of dnding herself in the same room with him.
She felt it she Koew 1t her suilty consciense
owned amid feared its master iu Julian Grayd

The minutes passed.  The vielence of her
agitation bexan to tell physically oo jher
weakened frame.

She found herself eryving siltently without
knowing why. A weizht was ou her heud. a
weariness was in all her limbs. She sank
lower on the cushions—her eyes closad—the
monotonous  ticking of the cloek on the
mantelpicee grew drowsily inter and fafuter
on her ear.  Little by lttle she dropped inte
stumiter ;o slomber se licht that she stacted
when a tnorsel of coad fell into the grate, or
wien the bivds chirped and twittered i thvie
aviary in the winter-zarden,

Lady Janet awd Horace cams in. She was
faintly  couscions of in the roow.
After an inlerval, she opened her eyes, and
half rose (o speak o them. The room was
empty agsin. They had stol

prersons

stolen ont softiv, sud
tHer eves chised opee more.
drojepest back into stuwbaer, and from
stuzmber, tn the favouring wanmth and guiet
of the pluce, into deep and dreaurioss sicep.

111 her o popuase,
ey
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CHAPTER VIIL
THE MAN APPEARS.

Artezan interval of resg, Merey was dronsed
by thor shatting of a glass dowr at toe far end
i the vouservatory,  This door, leading into
the warden, wax used only by the inmates of
the house, or by old friends privilegsd to vu-
ter ther recnptiof-rooms by that way . Assum-
ing that either Homoe or Lady Janet were
returning o the dining-roorm, Merey raised
herself & little on the sofa sad Hastened,

The voice of oue of the men scrvants caught
hoer var. It was answered by another voion,
which instantly set her trambling fa every
fimb,

She started ap,and Hstened wgain in spoech-
Jess terror. Yes! there was uo mistaking it
The volee that was atuswering the ervant was
the nnforgotten voice whist s hinad licard at
the Refuge. The visitor who had vowe in by
the: glass door was—Jalian Gray !

His rapid footsteps advanos] nearer and
ninter W the dining-room.  She recosvernsd
herself sufficiently to hurry to the library
door,  H»r band shook &0 that she failed at
first to open it She had just succeeded when
she heand aim again—speakiog to her,

v Peay don’t rin away ! T am nothing very
formidable,  Only Lady Junet's |
Julian Gray.”

She turued slowly, spell-bonnd by his voicey,
and confrontd bim in silenue

He was standing, hat in hand, ai the cn-
tranve to the conservatory, dressod in black,
st wearing & white cravat—obut with w stu-
diouy avoldanve of auything spuecially clerical
in the make wnd form of his clothes. Young
a8 he wis, thivee wore mirrks of care slready
oa s face, wuid the hair was prematurcely thin
and scanty over hig forchead.  His nlight ac.
tive figure was of no more than the middle
height. His cornplexion was pale. - The lower
part of his face, without beard or whisrkers,
was in no way renarkable  An avermge ob-
server wonld have passud  him by without
notice—buat fur his eyes  These alone made
o marked maa of hisn,  The unusnal sizs of
thie orbits in which they were set waw snough
of itself 1o atteact sltention | it gave n grans
deur to hi- head, which the head] broad and
firig ax it was, did not posseas. A8 10 the cyen
themavdves, the soft Justrous brightness of
thew ditied analysis, No two peopie conld
ngree about their coloar; divided opinionu des
claring nlicroately that they were dark grey
vr- black. - Painters had tried to reproduce
them, sl hind given np the effory, bn despair
of seizing any one expression in the bewilders
ing varlety of expressions which they prosent.
‘ed o view. They were ey thint could eharm
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at ono moment, and tereify nt another; cyes

that could sct people - laughing or crying. al-

most at will, Tn action and in repose they
were irrusistible alike.  When they-first dos-
cried Muerey runaing to the door, they bright-
ened gaily with the merriment of n. child.
When she turned and faced him, they cinoged
instantly, softening and glowing as they mute-
1y owned the interest and theadmiration which
the first sight of her had roused in him.  His
tone and manner altered at the same time, He
addressed her with the deepest respect when
he spoke his next words.

“ Let mo eutreat you to favour ma by re-
suming yvou seat,” he said, ¢ And lot me nsk
your pardon if 1'have thoughtlessly intruded
on you,"”

He paused, waiting for her reply before he
advanced into the room.  Still spell-boand by
his veiee, she recovered self-control enouh
to bow to him and to resume her place on the
sofa. It was impossible to leave him now,
After looking at her for a moment, be entered
the room without speaking to her ngain, She
wits beginning to perplex as well as to in-
terest him,  Nocommeoen soreow,” he thought,
“ has set its murk on that woman'’s face; no
common heart beats in that wowman's breast.
Who can she be?”

Merey rallied her courage, and foreed hor-
self to speak to him,

tLady Janet is in the library, I believe,”
she said timidly, - Shall 1 tell her you are
here 2

< Don't distarb Lady Janet, and dow't dis-
turb voursell 0 With  that answer e ap-
proached the luncheon-able, delicately giving
her tine to feel more at her vase He took ap
what Horace had beft of the bottle of claret,
and poured it into & glass, ¢ My nunt’s ¢laret
shall represeat wy aunt for the present,” be
sadd, swmidinyg, as he tarned towands her once
maore. 1 have had a loeg walk, sond Umay
vanture to help tayself in this house without
invitation, s it usebrss to offer you uny-
thing 77

Merey wmade the uocesaaey reply.  She was
beginning alrea iy, after her remarkable ex-
puerience of him, to wonder at his vasy man.
ners and his lght way of talki

He empticd his ciass with the air of a maag
i thorougshly utsderstood and enjoyed good
wine., My aunt's claret 35 worthy of my
aunt,” he sald, with comie gravity, as he set
down the chass, -2 Bath are the genuine pros
dects of Nature Hoe seated Limecelf at the
table, and looked criticaliv at the diferent

R

dishes Ioft on it e dish especially at
travtod his aftention, =~ What is this 2" he
went an, 0 Fron It secms wressly

unfair w tasle Frenoh
Fronch ple without
Ruifs ans fork, and

wine, and 1o pany over
notice.”  He took up a
jeyed the ple as erntd.
cally w3 fie iad etjoyed the wine, ¢ Worthy
he Geeat Nation!” be exciaimed with ege-
asm, cC bne da France

Movey distened and looked, in taexpressibile
astonis) Heowas utteriy unlike the pio-
tore which  her funcy had drawn of him in
everyday tife. Tane ot bis white ceavat, and
nobendy would Beve dizscovered that this famons
preacher wis i vloreyman !

Her belpod himsedf o snother plateful of the
pie, sand spoke more diz-otly to Mevoy, alter-
pately eating and WIRing as composedly and

pleasandy as if they had koown cach other
¥

el

PO Years.
o eamee hiore by oway of Keusington Gares
doens” e raid, 2 For some timee past | have

et fiving in s at, wely, barren neriouitural
distrive. You can'tthink bow pleasant [ fonnd
the picture peesented by e Gardens, wsa
contra~t. P Dbadiewin the-ie rich winter dees-
sees, the et nursery mndda, the lovely clul-
dren, the everamoving crowd skating on the
iee of the Bound Pond ; it was all a0 exhilar-
ating after what [ hiave been used 1o, that |
actnally cauvght myself whistling as I walked
through the brilliant wecus! ¢(In my thne
Loys u~sd - alwayvs to whistle when they were
i good spirits, and T have oot got aver the
habit yet.s Wi do you think 1 met when [
wad in fall song 2

As well as her amaszenient woukd let her,
Meroy exensed beeself from guessing,  She
Bad never o all ber lite before spoken to any
living being s contusedly nod so nuintetli-
geatly nk she now gpoke to Jnlian Gray!

He wenut on more waily than ever, without
appearing to notice the wifect that he had pro-
dueed on her,

“ Whom did I meet,” he repentesd, @ when |
was in full song? My bishop! I Thad been
whistling a sacred melody, big lordsbip might
pethups bave excusad my valgarity out of con-
sideration for wmy musie,  Usfortunataly, the
composition L was executing -at the moment
(Law one of the loudest of living whistlers)

was by Verdi— Lo Deana & Mobils '—familiar,

no douht, to his lordship on the street orgisns:
He riceoguised the tane, poOr pean, and when
I took off iy hist to him he looked the othee
way., Strange, iua world thatl isboesting with
ain and sotrow, 1o treat such a trifle aeriously
ns a cheerful clergymarn  whistling 'n tune!”
He prished nway his plate as he said the Jast
wards, and went on simply wnd esvneatly in
an altered tone, 1 have never been able,” bie

raid, ¢ o vee why we should agsert oursnlveas -

amonyg other men as belonging to a particulur
_caste, and as belug forbidden, in any harmiess
thing, W do as other people do, Phe disciplos

of old set us no such examplo; they wero wigor
and botter than we are. . I venture to sy, that
onv of the worst obstacles in the way of gur
doing good among our fellow creatures s
mized by the mere nssumption of the cleriea}
manner and the clerieal voleo, For my part
I et up no elaim to bo more sucted and morg
veverend than any other Christing wan whe
docs what good he can.” He glaneed brightly
at Merey, looking st him in helpless per-
pluxity.  The spirit of fun took possession of
him again. 4 Ave you a Badieal 7 ho asked
with a humorous twinkle in his large luatmun’
eyes, 4T am!”?

Merey tried haad to understand him, and tried
in vain,  Could this be the preacher whose
words had charmed, purifted, cnnobled her?
Was this the man whose sermon ind drawn
tears from women about her whom she knew
to be shnmeloss und haclenad in crime? Yoyt
The eyes that now rosted on her humoroualy
were the beautiful eyes which had oncw louked
into her soul, The voice that had just ad.
dressed n jesting question to her, was the deep
and metlow voice which had ones thrilled her
to the heart,  In the pulpt, he was an angel
of merey ; out of the puipit, ho wis & boy 1
loose from school.

SoDon't et me startle you ! he said, good-
paturedly, noticing her contusion.  * Publje
opinion has callel me by hatder  names
than the name of «Rudicall T have beey
gpendiug my thne Jately—as 1 todd you juet
nuw——iu an agricultural distriet. My bosine.s
there was to perform the Jduty for the rector
of the place. who wanted & holiday . Haw oo
you think the experiment has ewled?  Tie
Sguire of the partab calls we u Commuig
the faruers denvunee me a8 an Incendiary
wy friend the revior bas been recalbed s o
Lurry, and | have suw the houour of speakin
o Vou an the chameter of & baniabey mu,
who has toade s respectadde netghbonrhood
tou Lot to hold him.”
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