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EDITORIAL,

CHRIST'S LIKENESS AND SUPERIORITY TO MOSES,
(Acts iii. 22 and Hel, iii. 3)

DMoses aud Christ are alike in the courses by
whioh each led his followers, Moses’ course being
steikingly typical of Christ’s, DMosos was sent to
deliver Israel from the slavery of Egypt and lead
them into tho possession of the land promised to
thoir fathers; Christ came to deliver men from sin
and load them into tho rest that remains for tho
pooplo of God, Between Egypt and Canaan lay
tho Red sca, the wilderness, and the Jordan. lst.
Egypt typified the sinner’s slavery. 2nd. The Red
son typified tho beliover's baptism. 3rd. The wil-
deorness was o type of the Christian lifo, 4th, The
river Jordan a type of death, and Canaan a type
of heavon. 'We sco in Moses' course—Egypt, the
Red sen, the wilderncss, Jordan and Canaau ; wo
soo Jesus leadiog men from sin, through baptiem,
through a life of faith and labor and purity and
love, and through death into the glorious liberty of
the sons of God.

Moses’ last and effectual work in Egypt was tho
killing of the Vascal Jamb and sprinkling its blood
as God directed. This blood made the ovident
soparation between Israel and their enemies, and
was the signal of their speedy march from bondage.
(Ex. xii.) The death of the Lamb of God, His
resurrection, and. His entering iuto heaven with
His own blood, caused the separation of men from
their sins, and wero the signais of their immedinte
warch from that slavery on the journey which ends
in heaven. Israel was in great trouble when they
began their march. DBefore them rolled the sea,
and close bohind them were their Egyptian eneies.
[n their agony thoy cried to Moses, who told them
to stand still and sco the salvation of Ged. He
knew not what to do, but felt sure ** God would
provide ” help for tho helpless, and he cried to
God for help. The Lord told him to speak to the
children of Israel that they go forward, and stretch
his rod over the sea. He did so, and its waters
were divided so that they followed Moses between
the wulls of water on dry land. Here was a glor-
ious acene-—God commanding, the people obeying;
and God delivering them with & mighty hand,
When they knew not what to do and enemies close
upon them it was hard to stand still, but they were
to do this, confiding in God. Whenever he gave
the word, ** Go forward,” they did 20 in the same
confidence. The sca was a wall on each side of
them, and tho pillar of cloud passed over ard went
botween them and the Egyptians, being a light to
Israel, but darkness to their enemwies. 'They were
not baptized by the cloud alone nor by the sea
alone, but passing under the cloud and through the
sea, they wera co p'vtely buried or baptized.
Hence saya the ap « o, * Mareover, brethren, 1
would not that ye shuuld bo ignoranthow thatall our
fathors wore uuder the cloud and all passed through
the sca and were all baptized unto Moses in the
cloud and in ihe sea.” (1 Cor.x.1,2). By this
wonderful deliveranco God proved to them that
Moses was His embassador and they were hence-
forth bound to oboy him, and were thus
initiated or baptized into him. The cloud which
was light to Israel was darkuness to the Egyptians,
apd the water which saved them drowned their
enemies, so that only ‘heir dead hodies came to
the shoro. This salvation made them very happy,
and they loudly praised God in the song of Moses.
How similarly wero the Jows situated at Ponteccost !
They had, a few days befors, cried out, ** Awag
with Bim ! crucify Him! Give us Barabbas and
destroy Jesus! Let His blood be ¢ us snd on

our children | * Now they heard and bolieved that
Ho was the Son of God, that God had in heaven
made Him both Lord and Christ, They wero in
greater agony than were their fathers at the Red
sea, and seid, *‘ Men and brothren, what shall we
do? How can wo got clear of vur sing? and the
groatest of them all denying and crucifying the
Lord of glory.,” The Lord's embassador told thom
to ropent, or turn with purpose of heart from all
their sins, and be baptized in the name of Jesus
Chirist for the remission of sins, and they would
receive tho gift of the Holy Spirit ; for the pro-
inise was to them and to their children, and to all
that weroe afar off, otc. Although they had desired
in their fury that they would be responsiblo for
His death, pardon was freely offored to them aud
their children as well as to all who were afar off.
Thoy that gladly received the message wero bap-
tized, not into Moses, but into Christ, wha pur-
chased their pardon by His death. The joy that
began thea will grow and increase forever. They
will be glad to know that the One they crucified is
a loving Saviour; glad that Io has led the way in
baptisin as plainly as Moses passed under tho cloud
and through the sca; glad that He has sent the
gospel to every oreature with distinct conditions
and the positive promiso of pardon; and that they,
His very murderers, were to be the first partakers
of His pardon. Thoy praised God in the song of

Moses.

After God had delivered Israel from thoir one-
mics, thoy followed Moses through the wilderness.
While they obeyed Moses and God they went
straight on towards Canaan and saw the Egyptians
.no more, But when they sinned against God, and
in their hearts turned back to Egypt, they met now
-enemies who drove them back into darkness. So
when Christians follow Jesus, they go on in the
narrow way and become stronger and more like
_their disine Redeemer. Their old sins, from which
‘they havo been purged, have no more dominion
over them. “Theirs is the path of the just which,
like the shining light, shines more and more until
the perfect day.
heavenly course sin against Christ and in heart
turn from Him and forget that thoy were purged
from their old sins. They become a proy to new
cnomics, and they ‘‘know not at what thoy
‘stumble,™

Moses led 1srael from month to month and from
year to yecar, sometimes going forward and again
backward, for tho space of forty years, until all
who in years of maturity pasaed through the sea
but two, fell in the wildernesa. The apostle urges
‘Christians to faithfulness and godly foar, lest after

a promise bemg left them of entering .tho heavenly
rest, any of them should scem to come short of it.
(Beb. iv).

Jf Moses was to be faithfully obeyed, Christ is
worthy of more glory. IHe is 8o near His Father
that He does honor to the divine character in every
action of His life, and so ncar His brethren that
with their hand in His, they can walk togother
‘e till thoy pass the wilderncss und death.” He
will never leave them, but hold them with His
powerful haud.

At length we find Moses rearly through the wil-
derness near the Jordan, but not allowed to pass.
Another leador must be provided to lead Israel iuto
the laud of promise. He was a great prophot and
an excellent man, ‘‘had endured muth as secing
Him who is invisible.” Rut he was only a man
and on one occasion had sinned against God, and,
although a merciful God did pardou Moses, and
prepared him for futuro glory, He was so dis-
honored by his conduct at the waters of Meribah
that He would not permit him and Aaron to eutor
Canaan. Whon the Lord told Moses to speak to
tho rock which would send out water to supply the
rebellious Israelitos, he in anger smote the rock

the Lamb, who was worthy of more glory than.

But alas ! many who start in the |.

Lwice, exclaiming, ** Hoar now, yo robols, must wo
fotch you water out of this vock 1" (Num. xx.
11,72). Moaes and Aaron used their own names
and threw tho groat name of Jehovah into tho
shade, and for this sin they fell in the wilderness,
Death tries and conquors ell great men, and this
great prophet was not an excoption. DMoses sinned
and his promature death left lsrael without a
leader.  Joshua took his place, and conducted
them into tho promised land.

But whore Moses foll, Christ trinmphed. Moaes
could not cross his Jordan, but Jesus was perfected
by crossing tho Jordan of death and taking the
kighest placo in the heavenly Canaan. Ho who
brings many sons into glory, mado the Oaptain of
their salvatiop porfect through suffering. The
sting of death is sin, and what must its vouom be
whon armed with tho sins of the whole world.
(John,ii. 2). But Josus met that death, slthough
1t approach drew sweat like great drops of blood
from Him. He ontered tho deep dark river alone.
¢ Of the nations there were mnone to help Him.”
Still better, He has reached the other shore in
triumph, and the sting which piorced His innocent
heart was broken there, and death is left s con-
quered foo, Jeeus is now in the heavenly Canaan,
and His people on earth aroin the wilderness.
Jordan rolls betweern. But we can pass through a
dark place-with our hand in His, who can lead us
through, and the Christian can pass in triumph
oven through the valley and shadow of doath, be-
causv Jesus is with him. Although in the wil-
derness, he has a hope like an anchor-of the sovl,
both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into
that within the veil where Jesusis. Ho now walks
by faitl and in hope of the glory of Gud. Jordan
is near, and faithfully following Jesus hia faith will
grow wmore and more, and hope will grow stronger.
Soon faith will end iv sight, sud hepe in fruition,
but love that is the greatest will grow and abule
forever.

Reader, seo that you trust and follow Him who

‘loved you and gave Himself for you, and is able to

savo you aud lead you to glory.

Origimat (ﬁnntrilmtimts

RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY.

—

There is no bilterness of spirit so bitter as that
which arises from religzious diffcrences of opinion.
Untold miseries have been oxperienged by many of
our raco because of those diffcrences, and the in-
tolerance of the party in the strife who huappen to
be-in the majority, or to have might oo their side.

Thero can be no reasonable cbjection urged
agaicst ¢ contending earnestly for the faith cnce
delivered to the saints.” But, while men coatend
earneatly, they should ever remember to contend
lovingly, as the truth epoken is not always sufficient
to the desired end, but ‘‘speaking the truth.in
love ™ usually is.

Religious controversy originated at a very early
period in the world’s history: When Cain made his
offering to God, and Abel stond beside the altar to
offer the firat acceptable sacrifice for sin, of which
we have any record. Abel’s offering was accepted,
Cain’s was rejected ; not because of any fault of
Abel—the rejection was because of some fault in
Cain. I presume Cain did uot offer in faith, i. e. ,
according to divino direction. Cain was angry
agair:t his innocent brother, and the first cruel
blow of religivus bitterness gave the firat martyr.
(innocent victim) to the cold embrace of death.

From that time ¢n, men worked on the yrineiple

that * might makes right.” Aund even to- -day,

‘majorities are held up as asign that righteouaness
must be on the gide of the majority.

A vory small part of the history of our race is
given during the.early centurios, but what in given
would lead us to suppose that the atrong oppressed




