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to San Francisco for its enterprisxe in un-
dertaking to deal with the subject. We
in British Columbfa may reasonibly ex.

BIRDS OF PASSAGE.

The British Columbia correspondent of

pect that the coming fair will be of the Winnipeg Commercial describes the

tmportauce and benefit to us.
a long distance away, and the intervening
miles ~f travel have doubtless prevented
wany strangers from coming over to us,
But with the fair 8o near as *Frisco it can-
not but be expected that a considerable
strea of travel will be brought this way
w which will bz found many who will
read, mark learn and profit by the great
advantages which our province presents,
We must confess that we feel considerable
interest in San Francisco's departure, par-
teularly in view of the facilities that con.
templated canal connections are likely to
aflford ty trade batween the Atluatic nad
Pacitic oceans.

On ihe subject of the Nicaragua Cunal,
which appears to be the most feasible
conncection that is at present in sight,

we take the following from the San
Fraucisco Cull :

“Tihe  present situation in  the
wheat and  wheat-charter  markets

in San Francisco en:. aas zes the need
fur the Nicaragua canal. The wmonetary
tightness compelled the faraers to sell
much of their wheat at once aud tonnage
is clovely held. The result is low prices
for wheat beyond what foreign crops and
murkets warrant. The Southern Pacific
will offer no rates vie Galveston that will
relieve the situation, The North Ameri-
can  Steamship Company has been ap-
proached and may be able to help out
t> some extent; bhut such relief is only
partial. There is the coat of trans.uhip.
ment at Panama and Colon, and the
hated cipacity of the North American
tne. With the canal in worki g order
there would be no such thing as corner
imge tonnage for California wheat., At the
fir-t indication of any such movementa
tleet of tramp steamers would be heading
from all parrs of Europe to Nicaragua
and San Francisco. The tonnage market
would be infinitely mare amenable to
natural trade conditions than now.”

We can all of us appreciate how im.
portant it is for our trade to be relieved
from dependence upon the means of
commuunication that we at prevent
possess.  The voyage from Victoria or
\ancouver, to London or Liverpoal, ia a
lone  one agara a'ed by dangers
aud delays in rounding Cave Horn., 1t
means an interval af from 120 to 150 days
from point to point and the problem of
rapid transit in in these day« one of the
nost important that has to be dealt with.
The Panama Canal ix, for the present at
ieast, 2 dead issue, and the Nicaragua pio-
Jeet i the one which in the meantime
jreseats itwelf unuder the moat favoralile
at-pices. There i< alange volume of buwi-
vess, which might be doune with Europe
hut for the heavy expense intolved in
earrying it across the continent by rail. It
will not stand the delays involved in com-
iz round on shipboard and hence what
we estimate as an extensive reciprocal
r~ade i3 not done. The Midwinter Fair,
asitistermed, may, and most certainly
il do much to promote trade if the
fransportation facilities are afforded, and,
1 addition, may oe the means of leading
capital, which in at present idle or is un-
proiitable, to be invested in a departure

-uot ** patriotic” and fraudulent, as was
the Panama project—to conuect the At
sutic aud Pacific oceans.

Chicago is :

recent {flight through Cauada of the Brit-
ish farm delegates who had been sent out
by the Canadian Iigh Commissioner to
sutisfy themselves as to the condition of
the Dominion and the advantages which
it oftered for the settlement of a portion of
the surplus population of the Motherland.
Ho said ¢

“So far as any practical good is con-
cerned, they might as well have stayed
away, except that socially they went away
well pleased with their treatinent, which
was all that could bedesired. Incident-
ally they may have acquired some kuow-
ledge of the province, but a programme
cut and dried for them before starting, or
at Wiunipeg, is not calculated to be pro-
ductive of the bext results. So many peo-
ple, on some similar beut, have come in a
similar way and gone and given their im-
pressions of a province some 330.000 square
miles in extent, and about which even
few old residents are fully posted, that we
may judge of what pructical knowledge
the defegates will have acquired Ly a trip
which was simply a rush into the country,
@ rush through it to the various ci'ies and
& rush out again. Auy report they may
make, whether favorable or unfavorable,
wili be absolutely worthless as a guide to
prospective old country settlers or auy
person else.  Of course, the persons whom
they met gave them all the information
they could, but, of course, it wasail favor-
uble to the country, and without seeing
the farm lands for themselves, under a va-.
riely of conditiony, they could acquire no
*eal kuowledze of the proviuce. Butitis
1+ be presumed it will always be thus,”

T BriTisn ConuMBia COMMERCIAL
JOGRNAL, in a recent issue, dwelt upon
the impossibility of any advantages ac-
cruing from these hurried visits, which
from the point of view of their inutility
and expeunsiveness, might very well be
made to mare closely resemble angels’
visits, in o far as being few and far be-
tween. What can these farmer represen-
tatives have possibly learned from their
hurried journey, broken only hy stops at
whatare regarded as important centrex be-
tween dark aud daylight, or vice verse ?
The only people who can possibly be ad
vantaged by their jaunt are the delegates
themselves, whose expenses are paid and
who receive an Jlonorarium, and the
tragsportation companics over whose
routes they pss.  All this has to be paid
for out of the public treasury. The Gov-
erament and the public department con-
cerned will no doubt cndeavor to make a
point out of the pretension that in this
way they have done considerable towards
inducing the arrival of immigrant<s from
abro«d ; their non-success, as it musy be,
being accountnd for by the claim that bet-
ter time~ have reached the Mother coun-
try, and that in conseqgueace the stream of
cemigration ha« been very much reduced.
Sir Charles Tupper has inveated many
sckemes to bring himeelf into prominence
as a judicious expenderof publiz moneys 3
but this is as thin as any of the dodges for
which he may be giventhe credit.

IMPERIAL MHONORS
It is announced that the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries has directed the
attention of the Governor-General to the
aignal services rendered by a number of
geutlemen iu connection with the Behring

Sea case, and that the Parliautent will be
asked to recognize those services in a
substantinl manner, We huve no desire
to detract one whit from the credit that
Is due to these gentleman, or at least
some of those who have earned a reward
far more than some others who have been
taken specinl care of. \We cannot, how-
ever, endorse the Colonist idea that *‘a
more permanent and a more distinguish.
ing recognition than the substantial one
mentioned” might be conferred. There
are already too many jackdaws figuring in
peacocks’ feathera, whick most certainly
would be the appearance presented were
some persons so honored. Titles are
cheap, and in fact are scarcely worth
having, as has been shown by the refusals
of certain unquestionably distinauished
people to accept them. DBritons aand
British institutions are, we hupe, broad-
ening out to an extent more in consonance
with the ideas of Burus when he wrote
*Therang is but the guines stanp—
A man’s a man for a° that.”

Ours isthe day of the masses, not of
the classes, and the miore the peopile
recognize this the sooner will arrive the
good time that is assuredly coming, for
which we are being coutinually told to
“wait a little longer.” The geniuy of the
uineteenth century is not towards
suobnciacy such as that which appears to
commend itself to our morning con-
temporary. If anything is to be done
for the partiesin question in addition to
having had *heir speciul sercices placed
on record let it be in the direction favored
by the late Sir Francis Hincks, who, on a
nuteworthy occasion, said he preferred
cash in band to provpective benefits, We
are of opinion that it would save not a few
people from humiliation were they spared
such recognition as that agaiust which
we protest.

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

Brrore our next the Dominion Fiuance
Minister and the Minister of Militia shall
have arrived in the Province to consult
with British Columbia mierchants on tariff
topics. We trust there will be a full and
and frank discussion of the special situa
tion as it exists here, and that the minis-
terf will be imp:essed with our special re-
quirements.

NEws has since our last been received
as to the fate of the Canadian-Australisn
steamship Miowera which it appears went
aground in the harbor of Honoluiu on the
2nd of October instant. Her passenpers,
crew aud the bulk of her cargo have been
saved; but it is feared the ship will be a
total loss. This is better than it might
have been, though the actual and inci-
dental Joss is very severe, while the ser-
vice han been seriously interfered with in
its very inception, which otherwise had
been most promising. The pavsengers for
Victoria and Vancouver have arrived here
It is probabie that a vessel will be fouad
iu Australia to replace the Miowera, a
portion of whose cargo isexpected to come
up on the Warrimoo, though that part
which is perishable will before thia have
either been destroyed or disposed of. Itin
said that the Miowera with her fittings
represents a valuc of $300,000,



