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THE OANADIAN COPYRIGHT
ASSOCIATION.

OFFICERS ELECTED-TIIE 16OVEMENT TO

OIITAIN A NILW LAW WV1LL GO0 ON.

T HE Canadian Copyright Association
met in Toronto last month, nnlong

those present being Messrs. Dan. A. Rose,
vice-president ; J. Murray, R. L. Patterson,
A. S. Irving. W. Copp, Gea. N. Mlorang,
Bernard McEvoy, R. T. Lancefield, secre-
tary, D. T. McAinsh and Atwood Flemning.

Mr. Dan. A. Rose, vice-president, accu-
pied the chair, and in opening the proceed-
ings referred ta 'vhat had been done in the
past in order to secure a proper copyright
lawy in Canada, and place the present
unsatisfactory state of things on a better
footing. The subject had been thoroughly
threshed aut, and there Ivas no apposition
iromn either palitical party. It 'vas flot a
political m-atter at ail, but one of ordinary
business and straight justice. There 'vas
every reason ta suppose that it could now
bie satisfactarily settled. A draft bill had
been prepared as a result of several con-
ferences between the Canadian Copyright
Association and Mr. Hall Caine, who repre-
sented the British authors; the principles
af -that mneasure had been assented ta by
b9th sides o!the House ofCornmons. There
would, therefore, seean ta be no reason why
it should not pass into law. It was flot
a matter that need take up much of the
timne of the Hause, seeing that the right-
eousness and expediency of the measure
were conceded. He, therefore, trusted that
a. united effort wvould be made ta secure this
desirable result.

Mr. George N. Marang, who spoke next,
said that in the present ripe state of the
question it would seem ta bie a want ai
iudgment on the part ai the associatian if
vigarous steps wvere flot at once taken with
a view ta relieve the publishing trade irom
the inconvenience and injustice under wvhich
it suffered from the incidence ai the present
Iaw, or rather the wvant of it. The pub-
Iishing trade hiad niade headway under
seriaus difficulties, and it deserved somne
attention. He concluded by nioving the
iollowing resolution:

-That, in view af the importance ai the
publishing interest in Canada, wvhich now
gives employaient ta a large numnber ai per-
sons, and in view also ai the great injustice
and inconvenience occasioned by the
chaostic state af copyright in Canada, im-
niediate steps be taken ta urge an the Gov-
ernment ta seule the question on the basis
ai the draft bill agreed upon by this associa-
tion, as representing Canadian intcrests,
and by Mr. Hall Caine, as representing the
British authors, and that the executive ai
this association take requisite action in the

matter and interview the Government at
once."

The resolution ivas secanded by Mr. A.
S. Irving.

Mr. J. Murray said that in order that the
enterprise naight praceed with success, it
wvas requisîte that the sinews ai wvar should
be pravided. The association had shown
no hanging back in this respect in past
times, and he did not anticipate any diffi-
culty an that score naw. He movcd IlThat
the executive cammittea be autharized ta
take steps ta collect funds ta pramate the
îvark ai the association." The resolution
wvas secanded by Mr. R. L. Patterson.'

The following officers and executive were
elected for the ensuing year : President, J.
Ross Robertson, M.?.; vice-president, Dan.
A. Rase; secretary, Richard T. Lancefield ;
treasurer, A. F. Rutter; The executive ta
be composed ai the aificers ai the associa-
tian, with Messrs. George N. Marang. jas.
Murray, R. L. Patterson, John R. Barber,
M.P.P., A. S. Irving, Rev. Dr. Briggs, D.
T. McAinsh, W. Copp, and Atwvood Flem-
ing. Steps iwere taken ta interview the
Gavernrnent an an early day.

A PLEA FOR SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS.

P ERHAPS some ai you who are in the
retail business wauld like a combina-

tian scheme adopted-one that wvould allow
the book ta be sold by sub§cription and yet
give yau the privilege ai supplying your
owvn special custamers. I arn afraid this
arrangement wouldn't work. 1 wish 1 cauld
convince you ai the necessity ai keeping
subscription books out of the bookstores.
Let us sec what the effect wvould be ai allow-
ing the trade tafillorders. We willsuppose
that a fine edition af some standard author
has been brought aut. An agent is secured
who goes ta some gaod book town; he in-
terests several parties ; explains that the
îvark is sold anly by subscription; that ht is
nat for sale in the bookstores, and that if
the man wants it naw is the time ta
buy. It is humnan nature ta pracrastin-
ale, the praspective buyer is inter-
ested, really wants the work, but ttainks hoe
iih get ht at saine future time. The agent

tells him .that he will anly be in tawn for a
short time and that it cannot be had ai the
bookseller. The mnan finally tells him that
he wiIl subscribe, and asks him ta cail the
next day. On his way home that night hie
draps in at the bookstore and asks for the
book. Can hie get it there ? The clerk
says . 1 "Certainly ; wve don't keep it in
stock, but we can get it for you."- When the
agent ca* ls the following day ho is treated ta
a very warm receptian, and is handled
--without gloves." He gets everything-

except the arder. What is the resuit, s0 fat
as thc publisher is cancerned? You ivill

perhaps say : 11'What is the difference ? the
publisher gets the order fromn the bookseller,
and it is just as good as from the agent."
But does he get it ? I contend that in nine
cases out ai ten the mnan neyer cames back.
When the man is interested, then is the
time tasecure the order. But this isnfot aIl
-nat only has the publisher lost the order, t
but, what is mare seriaus, the agent as well.
Ta successfully sel[ books by subscription it
is necessary for the public ta understand that
it must buy framn the agent ; that the book-
seller cannot supply arders. The agent
states in his canvass as a reason why orders
should be given ta him that the boak cannfot
be obtained at the bookstore. If weaccept.
arders fromn the bookseller, even tbough
we make aur awn delivery, do you not
see that the subscriber thinl's hie is getting
the work fromn the bookseller? This daes
the publisher, as wvell as the agent, great
harm. The subscription publisher is natur-
ally anxiaus ta get ail the orders hie can, but
hie mlust pratect his agents. The whole
method and theory ai selling by subscrip-
tian makes this imperative. In the case just
mentianed the agent is disgusted with the
house; thinks there is na use wasting his
time in creating a demand for a wark that,
aiter aIl, can be bought through the dealer.
He gaes ta another publisher-one that he
thinks ivill protect the agent. The pubiisber
lases nat only that anc order, but a dozen
or twenty more.-E. L. Dillingham, ai
Scribners, befare the Booksellers' League.
New York.

DEATH 0F MR. JAMES PAYN.
James Payn, the avell-known English

noveiist, once editor ai Chambers' journal
and the C<rnhiIl Magazine, died an Friday,
Match 25. James Payn was born at Chel-
tenhani, England. on Feb. 8, 1835, and was
educated at Eton, Woolwich Academy, and
Trinity Callege, Cambridge. Among his
best-known books are 1 The Family Scape-
grace." "l-«Married Beneath Him, " "1Found
Dead," "lA Perfect Treasure," "l Like
Father, Like Son." -A Waman's Ven-
geance," " The Best ai H usbands," "lIlTwo
Hundred Pounds Reward",- "For Cash
Only," "lThicker Than Water." "The
Luck ai the Darrelis," "«A Prince ai the
Blood," etc.

ZOLA TO LECTURE HERE.
It is reported that Emile Zola is ta came

ta this cantinent for a lecture tour as soon
as he shail be perniitted ta do so by certain 4
complications in which he is involved in
France. Edmund Gerson. ai New York, it
is said, wvill be his manager. Mr. Gerson
has transiated several ai his books. Zola
lias been permitted ta take an appeal iromn
bis conviction, and the time ai his visit ta
America wvill depend upon the result.


