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i 's îliot the onity orgali said to ý'po'ess anititoxic fuîic-
tion. M..c Nunîii (1-itisiz Afd1 . Jr, a un - , 88)

oksup a -caimi for di~e suprarenal -capsules.
Germian plhysiolio~sts have btieî adî-anciîig a simii-
lar cl'iaini for thec thyî-oid gland. Uzuîder J3runton
(Disorders .of Digrestioni) lias a pecui.a- expIlaniationi
for- the'bitternoss of bile (wliich lit- wscrts ib flot
always bitter), 'v', is bitter- b, virtue of the
ptomiainces it -onitainis (ail cadaveric .ilkaioids bc-
ingo bitter). I-Te goes furtiier andi aýserts that ail

synîiptonis of jamiidice are due to th'e ptonîaine iii
Uic absorbecl bile. This, if truc, anii itlere is good

reason.to thin, -,o.. wotild tlîrow' lifght on niany a
clinical feattu-e in liver disorddrs.- Another matter
of clinical intcî-est is Langendorff'.. studii.'s on1 sugar
fo r-natio n s in th e li e ( ch Ji ï /z io . ,r , 8 8 )
It is %vell-knowni tlîat strychinin'e 'and curare pro-
duce, w-hon.aùdministcredý tu an*iimaIs, artificial dia-
betes. L.-iîgenidorf.f fouind this due to tie 'aLtion,
of these thoî-apeutic reagelîts on a nervous centre;
:for %whetn Uic spinal corci w~as clestroyed aliout thu
fourth dorsal %'Qî-telbra iii irogsb ti'ese dî-ugs fait tu

procluce cliabetes. If this re gion w-ci-e intact, but
the otiîe,- par-ts of tic nervous systein clcstroyed,
strychnine operated i- producing diabetes. '17is
points to a nerve centre w-liich, calis tue liver cellzi
into a.ctivity'.or produccsi-vao-diiatation pf.the liver
capillaries. This is not ail. For the piroduiction
of dialîctes by strychiîie the presence of tue liver
is necossary, wlîîle curare ill act weithout its pres-
eîîce and. the amiount of *sugar cxc reted'.is. as great
when the liver is renîovcd as when it is -present..
Before leaving the su bject of digestion I %vould
like to dî-aw attention to ]3ungce's views on tic as-
similationý of 'iron (Z2eiic/zeift .flir Piy s. Clievie,

188.) found, in albunîiniato of irôn, in tlic yolk of
eggs, niilk, etc.,. whicii' %vas v-ery stable, only strongà
che nîlcal agents s ctting t e i o f-eiu ph î e t d
hydrogon ancd sulphide of amimonia sepa5-rate the
mron as- an oxide 'in a- coupleof houirs at biody hieat.
H e na mied this albunîin hîtogn" bei v n
that it gives rise to th'e he.îiogIlobini of the -blo.od.

WVorking on 'this, line l*uîî.ge assu-nes. tli.ît in
alnSiia this àlbunini is decomposed, the iron beiîîg,
èoiivertedl into.àan înerganic conipouiid wlîicii can-
not as such be assinîiLatedil b)' thé sv-steni. 1utre-
scc;.it changes in. the food stiîffs in catarrlial. condi-
tions effect 'tlis, deconîpositioii by gâpncrating-
suiphluretted.liydi-ogen, etc,. l3uîge considcrs'tlîat
iron adnîiini§tefed in a îiaîiîia is. not aàbsorbýed; and
assinîiiiated, but combinies %-ith -suiphur. hydrôgen,,
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etc.. etc., and so proteczs lii--ni'.,ttogeii of tlie,-foo(l
froni.- dccoiliposition. He finds a proof -ili the
e-ood effect of iiitestinalýantiseptics in anveniii. In
regard to the occurrence of iron in. the body,
Zile%ý,skil's eXI)erliiiieiits are of iniportzuicc. .1-Ie
isolated the com.oiiiations of iron occurring in the
liver cells aii%.'l fourid that ilie combinations could
bc put undcr two classes. One, the inorganic
whicli iccurred in very sinall quantities in the-c'ells
and caý,,,.Iy detectible ; the other, in whicli Élie iroil
is held in very strong combination and iieeds
p!)ýverful reagents to separate it. The latter colil-
pourids %vere obtained froni the nucleus, and pre-
sented all the characters of the miclein class. T1%eýsc
eý,perimcrits of Zalevskii raise the question wlictlièr
iron is-not present in the nucleus of cycry living
cell. Its presence in the nucleus and in combina-
don with iiticlein, whicli lias been so weillernied
the ",,-rotiiid substance of lifé," points strongly to
the view that iron is absolutelY essential to the life

procusb of the cells, The old, view Nvas that iron

entered into conibination %vith lù-eliioglobin only in
the econorny. At the present tinie researcliessliov
that hzSnioglobiii is a deuradatiowproduct of Élie
constitueras of the nucleus holding iron in combina~

tion. Thvteiidency of reséarch lias.*been.to show

that iron cloes not enter the body in the foriii of
ordinary salts, lut in tpiiibiiiý-itioii with such col"-
plex proteids as nuclein and- that only vegetable .
protoplasni is capable of affecting a conibination
betNý,eeii iron and àlbumeni

4. -(Arch. fiir Aýiàt.-
iffl ), establislied the occurrence of lactie acid. in

blood of normal, rabbits to the extent of. 5%i.in

d o c s, Berliiierblan (Ai-ch. fiir Expivilli.
Patlzolo'ý_.ié) IS87),, -also -Ciiids that lactic acid- 'is

,norinally present in. human, blood. %Ve ý. have. yet

to discover its relation to rheurnatism and -rachitisi

In thls field of pl-iyÈiolàgý, there lias been no, 1)ettei*

WoÈker:tlii'tn PrôÈ. Osler. His views that the white

bipoi corptislei do not develop. into Èed, ai-id tliat
the fùnction of the blood plaques of Osler is the

.gtmeratioh of the fibr:aii ferment are now &
acceptedý'l)ý,,l)h),siologists.

Ul-iýie.-I)osiiei. (Arch. fiir Anal. d- eijsio-

k'eie) maintains thât, albuniinb' more ýespeti-a11Y
peptoiies,,,are present in. the -urine of every individ-'
ual,"but Élie ahiquiit is soý,snii .1ltliat theïr- presence
can.onlybé dettionstrated afteù conce.ntratingthe,
ýuriiie,ýby pvaporation.

Jý.


