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ciency frein the removal of toxins. A doctor who suffered froui attaeksof cardiac irregularity, often lasting for nionths, consulted various spe-cialists without experieneing relief. On one occasion when the odtohad existed for four rnonths, a gencral practitioner told himi that lieonly required an intestinal disinfectant in the shape of a dose or twoof cailoinel. This cured hini at once, and hie now informs me that a grainof calomnel wilI always rernove the symptoms in a few hours. 11e cariobtain similar resuits, though nlot se quickly, by abstaining froin f(o4,drinking large quantities of water, and taking walking exereise. Ineither case bis cure is eonducted on sound bacteriologîcai principles.In cases of epilepsy, the routine continuons administrations of brom-ides te control the attacks is merely an instance of treatimg a symptom,without attacking the cause. The writer is entirely coflyjneed that farbetter resuits free from injurions effects are to bie obtained by othermneans. Just as the doctor's heart above-mentioned is peculiariv sseep.tible to toxins manufactured in his alimentary canal, se are the nervecentres in epileptica peculiarly susceptible to similar intestinal bacterialresults. The treatment then conssts not so much in controlling thegymptoins as in attackixig the source. Strict intestinal antisepsis bydiet and drugs, and regulation of the general health by fresh air, exer-cise and suitable diet se as to conduce to the normal and efficient actionof the whole body, Îs not only theoretically right, but praetically is nowin many quarters admitted to give the best resuits. It may be objeetedthat if the attacks of epilepsy are due to intestinal tarins, how is it thata regularlY acting cause produces an intermittent resuit WIhy, forinstance, dees an epileptie seizure end, and how do yon on that theoryexplain petit mal The answer would be, that just as the doctor in theheart case can cure the unconifortable action of his cardiac irregularityI>y exercise, so does nature in a fit work off the exce" of toxins by theviolent mnuscular work pcrformed in an epileptjc seizure. The recoveryfromn petit mal represents nothing more than the ebb, and Ilow o! thebattie between the opposing forces of the bacterial toxins on thue onehand, and the defensive forces of the body on the other. Yf one watchesthe procession of epÎieptie3 Patients at an out.patient departmnent forthese cases, one is struck with the aspect of chronje toxaunia which char-ateri-zes them ail from the Younge.st upwards. The conditions o!el)ilepsy and convulsions iu children have much iu common. lu thelatter the toxic conditions have long been admnitte<j Whocver thnihaof treating thlem by bromide alone if at al! Calomel or other an tiseptieaperient is always the sheet anchor of treatmeut, foilowed by strictdietetic instructions, IIow seldom are such methods adopted in at an>.rate the out-patient departmeut treatment o! epilepsyl To what is thle


